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PREFACE TO REVISED EDITION

Although each profession has its own history, of
importance to those included in that profession, naval
history has grown to wider significance. Mahan by
his Influence of Sea Power Upon History revealed its
far reaching relations, and obtained for it a recogni-
tion such as merited a place in every library.

A survey of the history of the United States Navy,
especially that of the last quarter of a century, will
show that the study has its value, not only for thrilling
stories of heroism and devotion, but for an wunder-
standing of the forces shaping mnational progress.
Thus, though it is peculiarly adapted to naval officers,
it should have, in time, a real meaning for all students
of American foreign relations.

This book, in its original form, was written seven-
teen years ago to meet the needs of the Naval
Academy. And now, to meet similar needs, it is con-
tinued to the present year.

The period is one in which epoch-making events
have occurred. The United States has had an increas-
ingly important part in world affairs, especially in
the World War and in the many problems resulting
from unsettled conditions in the Mediterranean, the
Caribbean, and the Far East. In carrying out the
national policy, the navy has been called upon to take
a leading roéle. .

The number of officers and men has been reduced,
but to compensate for the losses the navy has placed
an increasing emphasis on the preparation for duty of
its personnel, from ordinary seaman to rear-admiral,
which is to be gained through both general and special
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4 Preface

education. The number of ships has also been
reduced, but the remaining ships have been made more
efficient. =~ The Utopian day when the nation will no
longer need a navy seems as far distant as that when
it can dispense with all legislative bodies and courts.

Thanks are due to Rear-Admiral George R. Clark,
U. S. Navy (Ret.); Captain Walter S. Anderson,
U. S. Navy, and Professor Herman F. Krafft of the
Naval Academy, for many helpful suggestions in the
preparation of the last four chapters (the new part
of the present edition); to several members of the
Department of English of the Naval Academy for
suggestions relating to the revision of the earlier
chapters; and to Professor Charles L. Lewis, also of
the Department of English, for reading the manu-
seript and the proof.

CarrorL S. ALDEN.

United States Naval Academy,
April, 1927.
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A SHORT HISTORY

OF THE

UNITED STATES NAVY

I
THE NAVY IN THE REVOLUTION

CAUSES OF NAVAL AcTiviTy IN THE COLONIES

Tre Revolution, like most of the wars in which
America has been engaged, was one in which the army
did the greater part of the fighting, but also one in which
sea power was a deciding factor. Great Britain had the
most powerful navy of the time, against which no force
in open battle could have escaped defeat. But she fought
at a disadvantage against an enemy 3000 miles distant,
easily hidden in the countless harbors and inlets of an
extensive coast line. The colonists, on the other hand,
were of the same stock as the English, even better inured
to hardship, and ready to take desperate chances as they
attacked merchantmen or isolated units of the Royal Navy.

As the Continental Army seemed to spring out of
the soil, so the navy seemed to spring out of the sea.
When, on June 12, 1775, a party of Maine Woodsmen,
armed, for the most part, with pitchforks and axes, and
fired by the news of the battle of Lexington, captured
with a lumber sloop an armed British schooner off
Machias, Me., O’Brien, their leader, quickly armed his
sloop with the captured cannon and ammunition, and

9



10 The United States N avy

put to sea in quest of prizes. Without a commission,
letter of marque, or legal authority of any sort, this free-
booter captured several prizes and sent them to Machias.
O’Brien’s example was quickly followed by others. Our
coasts soon swarmed with the privateers of New England,
and those of Massachusetts were particularly successful.

The daring and success of these privateers so angered
Admiral Graves, the commander of the British fleet on
the coast, that he reduced to ashes the town of Falmouth
(now Portland), Me., thus leaving the inhabitants shelter-
less at the beginning of the bleak New England winter.
Smarting already under the wrongs that precipitated the
war, the hardy coast dwellers of the new world, whose
rights to fisheries and navigation had been curtailed by
shortsighted acts of Parliament, hardly needed this act
of Admiral Graves to spur them to building ships of
war.

Other causes contributed to the beginning of a naval
force along the Atlantic coast. The colonists, from their
origin and environment, were naturally seafarers. Some
of the New England Colonies even before the Revolution
had made remarkable progress in ship-building, fishing,
and commerce ; they were thus not unprepared to furnish
vessels and daring sailors. Then, too, the country, being
new and largely agricultural, needed manufactured
articles, clothing, and munitions of war; and these things
had to be either captured from the enemy, or brought
from European countries, at the risk of seizure by British
men-of-war. In order to capture from English supply
ships designed for Boston articles much needed by his
troops, Washington, in the fall of 1775, fitted out several
small vessels, manned by soldiers, under the command of
army officers. Washington had the entire management
of this fleet. One of these ships, the Lee, whose com-
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mission, as well as that of her captain, John Manly,
was signed by Washington, captured the Nancy, ‘‘an
ordnance ship . . . containing, besides a large mortar
upon a new construction, several pieces of brass cannon,
a large quantity of small arms and ammunition, with all
manner of tools, utensils, and machines necessary for
camps and artillery, in the greatest abundance. The loss
of this ship was much resented in England.’’* Altogether
Washington’s fleet captured about thirty-five prizes.?

Thus not only the bitter feelings of resentment against
tyranny, coupled in numerous instances with motives of
personal gains from prize money, but also the needs of
the Continental Army quickly gave birth to a hetero-
geneous collection of ships. This was composed partly
of privateers, partly of vessels owned and commissioned
by individual Colonies, and partly of vessels commissioned
by Congress.

THE MARINE COMMITTEE

A letter from General Washington, reporting the burn-
ing of Falmouth, was read in Congress, November 1,
1775; and Congress acted promptly. The following day
it voted $100,000 for a naval armament and appointed a
committee to buy the ships. A few weeks later it
appointed a second committee, which suggested a fleet of
thirteen vessels ranging from 32 to 24 guns, to be ready
by March, 1776, and recommended the appointment of a
third committee to supervise their construction and equip-
ment. The report was adopted by Congress. In the third
committee, known as the Marine Committee, there were
thirteen members, one for each colony. Its personnel
was practically the same as that of the second committee,

! Dodsley’s Annual Register, London, 1776, p. 147.
*Paullin, The Navy of the American Revolution, p. 65.
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and included such men as Robert Morris, John Hancock,
and Samuel Chase, a remarkable body of men, who worked
with the greatest ardor and patriotism.

The Marine Committee administered our naval affairs
from December, 1775, to December, 1779. It was the
forerunner of our Navy Department, but its funections
were far more complex. Like the Congress of its day, it
exercised legislative, judicial, and executive powers,
always, however, under the direction of that body; and
the same weaknesses, the lack of an administrative head
and of actual authority over the States, hampered the
committee as they did Congress.

Some of the confusion with which the Marine Com-
mittee struggled is suggested by the fact that naval
officers then, instead of being commissioned by the Presi-
dent with the consent of the Senate, might be appointed
in any one of the following ways: by the Marine Com-
mittee itself, by its subordinate boards at Philadelphia
and Boston, by any naval commander, by recruiting
agents, by commissioners abroad, or even by local authori-
ties in the several States. Further, besides building and
equipping ships of war and directing their movements,
the committee had to hold courts-martial, send abroad
dispatches and diplomatic agents, and trade American
produce for European munitions of war. Under such
conditions it is remarkable that the committee accom-
plished as much as it did.

As the Marine Committee proved to be a clumsy
administrative machine,® it was superseded in 1779 by a
“‘Board of Admiralty,’’ consisting of three commissioners
and two members of Congress, which was in power until
1781. Finally, Robert Morris was appointed ‘‘Agent of
Marine,”” and he managed very efficiently what was left

3 Paullin, The Navy of the American Revolution, p. 182, fI.
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of the American Navy. By this time, Congress realized
that an administrative department, especlally in time of
war, must be under one head.

Tae FirsT AMERICAN F'LEET

The first naval committee bought and fitted out two
24-gun frigates, the Alfred and the Columbus, and two
brigs, the Andrea Doria and the Cabot, and supplied
them with powder and muskets borrowed from the
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety. On December 22,
1775, Congress organized the first ‘‘ American fleet’’ by
granting commissions to Esek Hopkins, commander-in-
chief of the fleet; Dudley Saltonstall, captain of the
Alfred; Abraham Whipple, captain of the Columbus;
Nicholas Biddle, captain of the Andrea Doria; and John
Burroughs Hopkins, captain of the Cabot. John Paul

Jones headed a list of five first lieutenants commissioned
at the same time.

By the end of January, 1776, the committee had added
to this fleet the sloops Providence and Hornet and
the schooners Wasp and Fly. For these first eight
vessels of the navy the committee had spent $134,333.
‘With this tiny force, the commander-in-chief was ordered
to proceed directly to Chesapeake Bay to attack the
British fleet of Lord Dunmore; then, if successful, he
was to proceed to the Carolinas and attack the British
force there, and thence he was to sail to Rhode Island
and ‘‘attack, take, and destroy all the enemy’s naval force
that you may find there.”” This was the gigantic task of
a fleet of eight vessels carrying 110 guns, and manned by
landsmen or, at least, men without naval discipline. To
oppose this force, the British had in American waters, or
on the way hither, seventy-eight men-of-war mounting
2078 guns. In Commodore Hopkins’ fleet, only forty
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guns threw shot of nine pounds or more in weight, while
the seventy-eight British ships on this coast had at least
500 18-pounders and heavier guns. The orders of the
Marine Committee to the commander-in-chief of the navy,
Esek Hopkins, were therefore foredoomed to failure.

Perhaps Commodore Hopkins himself foresaw the
futility of trying to adhere too strictly to his orders, for,
instead of going to Chesapeake Bay, he proceeded to
Nassau in the Bahamas, which he captured. After taking
a large quantity of shot and shell, besides some eight
cannon, fifteen mortars, and other munitions of war, he
sailed northward with the Governor and Lieutenant-
Governor as prisoners. As he neared his destination,
Rhode Island, he came upon his Majesty’s ship Glasgow,
of 20 guns, Captain Tyringham Howe, which single-
handed, inflicted considerable damage on Hopkins’ fleet,
and made good its escape. The loss of the British was
four men; that of the Americans, twenty-four, among
the latter two lieutenants.

This injury inflicted upon a fleet by a single vessel
which escaped showed little tactical skill on the part of
the officers of the American fleet. As Commodore Hopkins
had, besides, disobeyed his orders, he was court-martialed
and finally dismissed.

Commodore Hopkins was the only man to hold the
rank ‘‘commander-in-chief of the navy.”” This title was
later merged in that of the President of the United States.
During the rest of the Revolutionary War, the only com-
missioned officers in the navy were captains and lieu-
tenants ; but Congress, evidently providing for the future,
fixed the relative ranks of army and navy officers as
follows: admiral equivalent to general, vice-admiral equiv-
alent to lieutenant-general, rear-admiral to major-general,
commodore to brigadier-general, captain of a ship of forty
guns and upwards to colonel, captain of a ship of twenty
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to forty guns to lieutenant-colonel, captain of a ship of
ten to twenty guns to major, and lieutenant in the navy
to captain. This table, taken from the British regulations
of those times, has, in the main, continued in force to our
day.

IMmPORTANT NAvVvAL EvENTS DURING THE REVOLUTION

From our standpoint it will hardly be profitable to
follow all of the various actions fought by the little United
States Navy during the Revolution. Paullin, in his Navy
of the American Revolution, makes the total number of
vessels under the Continental Congress forty-two. These
were practically all annihilated before the end of the
war; but the heroic struggles of this early navy were
not without result. In considering them, we shall outline
the work of Benedict Arnold on Lake Champlain, of
Wickes, Conyngham, and especially Jones, in British
waters, and of Biddle, Barry, and others on the American
seaboard; and we shall not omit some mention of the
State navies and the privateers, as well as of the assist-
ance rendered by France.

THE FIRST BATTLE OF LARKE CHAMPLAIN

The possession of Lakes Champlain and George was
felt early in the war to be of strategic importance. Not
only did these lakes furnish an excellent waterway from
Canada to the Colonies, but it was the design of the
British that Carleton’s army from Canada should rendez-
vous about Albany and thereby cut off all communica-
tions between the northern and southern Colonies. The
American Army had invaded Canada in September, 1775,
and during the following winter it had held Governor
Guy Carleton shut up in Quebec. On the arrival of a
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Arnold on Lake Champlain 17

British fleet with reinforcements, the Americans retreated
to Crown Point, where they arrived on July 3, 1776.
Brigadier-General Benedict Arnold, who, earlier in his
career as a West India merchant, had at times commanded
his own ships, started immediately to build a fleet on the
lakes in competition with the British. Late in July, he
was appointed by Gates to the command of the naval
forces on the lakes. By October, he was able to muster
one sloop, three schooners, eight gondolas, and four
galleys. These vessels mounted altogether ninety-four
cannon, from 2-pounders to 18-pounders, and they were
manned by 700 officers and men, according to Arnold, ‘‘a
wretched motley crew; the marines the refuse of every
regiment, and the seamen few of them ever wet with salt
water.” Arnold chose for his flagship one of the galleys,
the Congress, a vessel of fifty-foot keel and of thirteen-
foot beam, mounting one 18-pounder, one 12-pounder,
and two 6-pounders.

But the British, with their greater resources in skilled
seamen and in manufactured articles, won this race in
building a fleet. Captain Charles Douglas, who had
charge of the construction work of the enemy, had ready
in twenty-eight days a full-rigged ship, the Enterprise,
carrying eighteen 12-pounders. She had been begun at
Quebee, and had been brought from the St. Lawrence up
the Richelieu. The Enterprise was of 180 tons burden,
and greatly exceeded in size and armament any of
Arnold’s fleet. Early in October, General Sir Guy Carle-
ton, thanks to Captain Douglas’ energy in ship-building,
had under his command one ship, two schooners, one
radeau (raft), one large gondola, twenty gunboats and
four armed tenders. The British fleet in the St. Lawrence
furnished Carleton with 700 experienced officers and
seamen. The enemy also had a large detachment of sav-
ages under Major Thomas Carleton.

2
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The first squadron battle to be fought by Americans,
‘‘g strife of pygmies for the prize of a continent,”’ as
Mahan styles it, was begun on October 11, 1776. Arnold
was lying in wait for Carleton behind Valcour Island, not
far from the site of a later battle of Lake Champlain
(September 11, 1814), where the struggle was again for
the control of this great waterway.

As the British van, coming down under a fair north
wind, with full press of sail, passed the Americans before
discovering Arnold’s fleet, Carleton’s heavier vessels had
to beat back slowly to help his hard-pressed gunboats.
The Americans fought desperately from eleven o’clock
in the morning till five o’clock that afternoon. With the
British attacking in front and the Indians occupying the
shore in the rear, Arnold was indeed ‘‘between the devil
and the deep sea.”’ That night, however, under cover of
the lake mist, he slipped through the British line toward
Ticonderoga. The British gave chase, and on the two days
following they continued the battle. Finally, Arnold
beached his boats, and fought with desperate courage
until his men had fired their gondolas and taken refuge
in the woods. Most of Arnold’s vessels were either capt-
ured or destroyed. In this battle the enemy captured
110 prisoners, among them being General Waterbury, the
second in command. Arnold, with the rest of his men,
made good his escape to Crown Point.

Although Arnold had lost his fleet, the delay which he
thus foreed on Carleton was of the greatest advantage to
the Americans. ‘‘Never had any force,”’ says Mahan,
“‘big or small, lived to better purpose, or died more glori-
ously ; for it had saved the lake for that year.”’ The delay
compelled Carleton to give up his plan of joining Howe
to the south. When, next year, Burgoyne, renewing the
attempt, invaded New York, he had not the aid which
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Carleton could have relied on in 1776. Hence Arnold’s
work on the lakes opened the way for the surrender of
Burgoyne at Saratoga.*

WickES AND CONYNGHAM IN EUROPEAN WATERS

Nothing illustrates so completely the daring and enter-
prise of the Americans, save possibly the boldness of
certain privateersmen, as the harrying of the British coast
by Wickes, Conyngham, and Jones. In the fall of 1776,
Captain Lambert Wickes, of the 16-gun brig Reprisal,
while carrying Benjamin Franklin to France, captured
two prizes. The next spring, the Lexington joined the
Reprisal, and these two vessels captured about fifteen
prizes. With these the cruisers returned to France; but,
as the latter country was ostensibly at peace with England,
the vessels were ordered to leave. After disposing of the
prizes clandestinely to French merchants, the Lexing-
ton quickly refitted and sailed from Morlaix on Sep-
tember 18, 1777. She was captured shortly after by the
Alert, and her officers and men were taken to Plymouth
and thrown into Mill prison on a charge of high treason.
Richard Dale, who later distinguished himself on the
Bonhomme Richard under Jones, was one of these
prisoners; but he made his escape a year later by boldly
walking past the guards, dressed in a British uniform.
On the insistence of the British, the Reprisal also left
France; she foundered on her way home, off the Banks
of Newfoundland, and, with the exception of one of the
crew, all hands, including the brave Wickes, were lost.

The reckless daring and success of Captain Conyng-
ham in harrying British commerce, strained almost to the
breaking point the relations between England and France.

* Clowes, Royal Navy, iii, 368.
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The American Commissioners at Paris, through an agent,
had bought a cutter at Dover, and had then manned and
equipped her at Dunkirk, naming her the Surprise.
Congress, over the signature of John Hancock, as presi-
dent, had issued blank commissions to the American Com-
missioners in France; it was such a commission, dated
March 1, 1777, that Benjamin Franklin and Silas Deane,
the commissioners, had filled out with the name of Gus-
tavus Conyngham, authorizing him to sail in the Sur-
prise as a captain of the American Navy. A great deal of
difficulty was encountered in getting the Surprise out
of Dunkirk. Captain Conyngham ‘‘took his arms out of
his ship and said he should load it with merchandise for
one of the ports in Norway. As this declaration was sus-
pected, security was demanded. Two persons, Hodge
and Allen, became responsible for him. Conyngham
actually left the port of Dunkirk without arms, but he
caused sailors, cannon, and ammunition to be senf out
to him in the night, while he was in the road, off Dunkirk;
and he shortly after took the English packet boat, Prince
of Orange. As soon as this came to the knowledge of
the French Government, Hodge, one of the securities,
was arrested, and conducted to the Bastille. The packet
boat was restored to the British Government without the
form of process. After six weeks of confinement, Hodge
was released.”’ 3

Shortly after this, Conyngham captured the Harwich
packet and took it to a French port. This open violation
of neutrality so enraged the British, that their ambassador
threatened to leave France if Conyngham and his prize
were not at once given up. The French Government
imprisoned the captain and crew of the Surprise, and

8 Sparks, Diplomatic Correspondence, i, 292, note (Franklin
and Deane to the Committee of Foreign Affairs, May 25, 1777).
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returned the vessel to her owners. But before England
could enforce her demand for the delivery of Conyngham
and his men to the sloops of war sent over for this pur-
pose, the Americans, by some intrigue, had been released
and sent to sea in another cutter, the Revenge, a vessel
provided and equipped partly by the American Commis-
sioners, and partly on private account. It seems prob-
able that Hodge, a Philadelphia merchant, and perhaps
some others, were pecuniarily interested, at least in the
later cruises of this cutter.

The Revenge captured many prizes, and on two
occasions boldly sailed in disguise into British ports and
refitted. As Deane wrote to Robert Morris in August,
1777: “‘Conyngham’s cruise effectually alarmed Eng-
land, prevented the great fair at Chester, occasioned
insurance to rise, and even deterred the English merchants
from shipping goods in English bottoms at any rate, so
that in a few weeks forty sail of French ships were loading
in the Thames on freight—an instance never known
before. . . . In a word, Conyngham, by his first and
second bold expeditions, is become thé terror of all the
eastern coast of England and Secotland, and is more
dreaded than Thurot ¢ was in the late war.”””

On a later cruise, Conyngham sent most of his prizes
to Ferrol, Spain, and thus his depredations on British
commerce embarrassed France and the American Com-
missioners less than former expeditions had done. In
1778, Captain Conyngham was captured, and while in
prison he was treated with such severity, that Congress,

¢ A French corsair who did great damage in commerce-destroy-
ing expeditions against British shipping during the Seven Years
War.

T Wharton, Diplomatic Correspondence, ii, 379-380 (Deane to
Morris, Aug. 23, 1777).



22 The United States N avy

in a resolution on July 17, of that year, protested against
a treatment ‘‘contrary to all dictates of humanity and
the practice of civilized nations.”’

NavaL PrisoNers, Prizes, ANp THEIR EFFECTS ON
NEUTRALITY

This matter of naval prisoners in England, combined
with the violations of neutral rights committed by our
vessels, was a great source of worry to the American Com-
missioners. These officials, having merely the status
of private citizens in France, were treated by the French
court with all eivility, but they could not yet be openly
received or recognized. Hence their work required the
utmost tact and delicacy. That naval prisoners in Eng-
land were treated with extreme harshness is admitted even
by British authorities. This cruelty was undoubtedly
due partly to the low conditions of prison systems in
England, as indeed in other parts of Kurope in the
eighteenth century. One of the reasons for the cruises
of American vessels in British waters was to capture
Englishmen in retaliation for the treatment of Americans
in Forton prison at Portsmouth, Mill prison at Plymouth,
and the prison ship Jersey at Brooklyn.

“The British Government resisted the exchange of
prisoners taken in European waters on three grounds:
(1) This involved a recognition of belligerent rights in
the insurgents. (2) The American prisoners could be
kept out of harm’s way in England; the same condition
did not apply to British prisoners taken by American
vessels, as long as France refused to permit such prisoners
to be landed and imprisoned on her shores. (3) British
seamen, being far more numerous than American, ex-
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change would tell more favorably for the latter than for
the former.’’ 8

To end their sufferings, some of these prisoners in
England enlisted in the British Navy, or in whaling fleets,
while others escaped from prison. Conyngham and sixty
companions, in November, 1779, burrowed their way out
of captivity, thus ‘‘committing treason through his
Majesty’s earth,”” as Conyngham remarked. It was long
after the secret treaty between France and the United
States was signed in February, 1778, before Franklin
could persuade the English to take a more liberal view
as regards exchanging prisoners. In fact, the first ex-
change was not effected till March, 1779. The Americans,
before the treaty with France, had to confine their captives
taken in British waters on shipboard, or let them go.
After the treaty and after the breaking out of war
between Spain and England in 1779, these men were
imprisoned in France and Spain. So, likewise, the ques-
tion of the disposition of prizes captured in Kuropean
waters was a difficult one before the treaty. Many prizes
were taken to France, where they were secretly sold,
in spite of official orders commanding the American
captains to leave port with their prizes. Indeed, it is
very probable that, if hostilities between France and
England had not for other causes broken out in 1778,
the countries would have gone to war because of the con-
nivance of the French at these breaches of neutrality.

$ Wharton, Diplomatic Correspondence, ii, 724, note (Franklin,
Lee, and Adams to the President of Congress, Sept. 17, 1778).
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THE REVOLUTION (CONTINUED)—THE
CRUISES OF JOHN PAUL JONES

JONES’S EARLIER CRUISES

PauLn Jones’s early career during the Revolution may
be briefly told. On May 10, 1776, he received the 12-
gun brig Providence as his first independent command.
On this vessel he carried troops and convoyed merchant-
men, and so skilful was he in eluding the numerous
British cruisers, that Congress promoted him in August
to the full rank of captain, with orders to cruise for
prizes along the Atlantic coast. In September, 1776, by
a bold maneuver, he escaped from the 28-gun frigate
Solebay. He later eluded the British frigate AMilford,
captured sixteen prizes, and destroyed other vessels.
Some time after this, while in command of the Alfred,
Captain Jones took the British brig Mellish, laden with
military supplies. On the way home, he was again
chased by the Milford, and as he was accompanied by a
convoy of prizes, he skilfully lured the AMilford away
from them, under cover of night, so that they got safely
to an American port, and then Jones, by superior seaman-
ship, escaped from his pursuer.

Captain Jones, on June 14, 1777, was put in com-
mand of the new 18-gun ship Ranger, built at Portsmouth,
N. H., and was ordered to France. What the motives were
for sending him to foreign waters is not quite clear. His
knowledge of British shores and his success in American
waters were doubtless contributing factors. He was,

24
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moreover, looked upon by some of his colleagues as luke-
warm to America, because he was a native of Scotland
and had, from natural motives of generosity, been lenient
to British prisoners.

It was true that he had been only about three years in
America, and his ideas of liberty and the rights of man he
had drawn from a brief association with the radicals of
North Carolina and Virginia. But these radicals were
no less than Willie Jones (son of the colonial agent of
Lord Granville), Joseph Hewes, Patrick Henry, and
Thomas Jefferson. What they taught certainly left a
lasting impression.

Furthermore, the jealousy of the inactive Commodore
Hopkins, who looked with eyes askance at the strenuous
successes of his young subordinate, may have had some
effect in sending Jones to a difficult task far from home
waters. This feeling against him seems also to have ex-
isted in Congress, for on the reorganization of the Navy,
October 10, 1776, thirteen men were promoted over his
head. Some yearslater, in a letter to Robert Morris, Jones
writes : “ Rank, which opens the door to glory, is too near
the heart of every man of true military feeling, to be given
up in favor of any other man who has not, by the achieve-
ment of some brilliant action, or by known and superior
abilities, merited such preference. If this be so, how
must I have felt, since, by the second table of captains in
the navy, adopted by Congress on the 10th of October,
1776, I was superseded in favor of thirteen persons, two
of whom were my junior lieutenants at the beginning;
the rest were only commissioned into the Continental
Navy on that day; and if they had any superior ability,
these were not then known, nor have since been proved.
I am the eldest sea officer (except Captain Whipple) on
the Journal, and under the commission of Congress, re-
maining in the service.”’
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Whatever the motives in sending him to Europe may
have been, Jones started at once to prepare his ship for
his long cruise. The selection of the commissioned and
warrant officers of the Ranger was entrusted to a com-
mittee of three men—William Whipple, the New Hamp-
shire member of the Marine Committee, John Langdon,
Continental agent at Portsmouth, and John Paul Jones,
the new commander of the vessel. This illustrates one of
the various ways by which selections of this kind were
made—surely not a bad way, inasmuch as it gave the
man who was to command the vessel a voice in the choos-
ing of the men who were to serve under him. The
Ranger is said to have been the first vessel to fly the
Stars and Stripes, then recently adopted.

Jones arrived at Nantes in December, 1777, and from
there he sailed in February, 1778, for Quiberon Bay, to
escort some American merchantmen. This was just
about the time that the secret treaty was made between
the United States and France. Jones, in his orders, had
been warned to be very careful about the rights of the
latter country as a neutral nation. Although Franklin
was doing his utmost to have the United States recog-
nized by France, thinking that this act would involve the
French in trouble with the English, still any unwarranted
breaches of neutrality might at the erucial moment spoil
the plans of the American Commissioners at Paris. Cap-
tain Jones writes very proudly of the fact that, at
Quiberon Bay, on February 14, 1778, the Ranger was
the first American vessel to exchange salutes with a
foreign nation. Jones sent a boat back and forth to the
French flagship in his effort to get the French admiral to
return gun for gun, but at length the American com-
mander reluctantly consented to a salute of two guns less
than his own. This incident shows Jones’s pride in his
adopted country; it also shows a willingness on the part
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of France to do a generous and overt act towards recog-
nition of the new nation.

On April 10, 1778, Jones left Brest and sailed straight
for the English coast. His first attempt was to set fire
to the great quantity of shipping in the harbor of White-
haven. Landing early on the morning of the 22d, he
easily captured the forts. But, because of a hitch in his
plans, the day was well advanced and the people were
crowding to the shore in thousands before he reached the
shipping. He had to content himself with setting fire to
one ship, with the hope that the flames would spread to
the 200 or more vessels in the harbor. The attempt was
not successful, but its daring strongly impressed the
British.

Shortly after these events, Jones stood over to the
Scotch shore, where, with one boat and a very small party,
he made a landing at St. Mary’s Isle. The American
captain did this with the purpose of capturing the Earl
of Selkirk as a hostage for the better treatment of our
prisoners in England. As this nobleman was not at home,
the sailors contented themselves with the taking of the
silverware of the castle, which Jones himself bought from
his men and returned to the Countess of Selkirk with a
chivalrous letter full of apologies.

TeE RANGER-DRARE BATTLE

On the morning of the 24th of April, 1778, Jones
appeared off Carrickfergus on the northeast coast of
Ireland opposite Whitehaven, and lured out the British
sloop of war Drake, 20 guns, which came to investi-
gate the ‘‘suspicious stranger.”” Hails were exchanged,
whereupon, says Jones, ‘‘the Drake being astern of the
Ranger, T ordered the helm up and gave the first broad-
side. The action was warm, close, and obstinate. 1t lasted
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an hour and four minutes, when the enemy called for
quarter; her fore and main topsail yards being both cut

3
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away, and down on the cap; the topgallant yard and
mizzen-gaff both hanging up and down along the mast;
the second ensign which they had hoisted shot away, and
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hanging on the quarter-gallery in the water; the jib shot
away, and hanging in the water; her sails and rigging
entirely cut to pieces; her masts and yards all wounded,
and her hull also very much galled. I lost only Lieutenant
Wallingford and one seaman killed, and six wounded.
The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was far
greater, . . . forty-two men. The captain and the lieu-
tenant were among the wounded.”’

It is fair to state that the Drake, though nominally
the equal of the Ranger, was almost as unprepared for
battle as the ill-starred Chesapeake in her encounter
with the Leopard. The Drake’s crew were new; her
only officers were the captain, and a lieutenant who had
come on board at the last moment as a volunteer; she had
no gunner, no cartridges had been filled, and no prepara-
tions had been made for handling the powder.

BioDLE AND BARRY IN AMERICAN WATERS

‘While Jones was thus winning honors in British waters,
the ships at home could accomplish little against the tre-
mendous British Navy. But some of our captains, like
Biddle and Barry, deserve mention for their heroic
struggles in a losing game. On the 32-gun frigate
Randolph, one of the thirteen frigates built by Con-
gress, Captain Nicholas Biddle fought in West Indian
waters the British 64-gun ship-of-the-line Yarmouth.
After an hour’s hard fighting, a shot from the Yarmouth
exploded the Randolph’s magazine and blew her to frag-
ments. Of the latter’s crew of 315 men only four were
found alive.

In the Lexington, Captain John Barry captured, in
April, 1776, the British sloop Edward. Barry was
later promoted to the Effingham, but this vessel was
destroyed in the Delaware. In the Raleigh, 32, Captain
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Barry then fell in with the 50-gun ship Ezperiment
and the frigate Unicorn, in September, 1778. e kept
up a running fight for two days, and, when the wind
died out, he finally beached his ship on the coast of Maine
and escaped with his men. Some time before this, Cap-
tain Barry had, with twenty-seven men, boarded the
British armed schooner Alert in the Delaware, capturing
116 men and officers, and sinking the schooner and two
transports. Barry was one of the bravest naval officers of
the Revolution; but he was, if anything, too daring, for
it was useless for the American frigates to fight the power-
ful British ships-of-the-line. At the end of 1778, only
four of the thirteen frigates were left.

Tar BartrLe BerwreN THE BonmoMME RicHARD
AND THE SERAPIS

Meanwhile France and England had gone to war, and
in 1779 Spain leagued herself with America against Eng-
land. The joint fleets of France and Spain thereupon
entered the Channel and even threatened a descent on
the English coast.

Seemingly, France could now render effective aid to
Paul Jones, yet he found great difficulty in persuading
the French to give him a new command. The Minister
of Marine, De Sartine, had promised him again and again
specific ships, but the powerful aristocracy in the French
Navy prevented De Sartine from fulfilling his promise
to a foreigner, who was regarded by many as an advent-
urer. The impetuous Jones chafed under these repeated
disappointments, and wrote many letters to Franklin,
De Sartine, and even to the King. When, after five
months of waiting, Jones’s patience was exhausted, he
went in person to the court and received the old hulk
Duras, of 40 guns. He had learned the wisdom of one
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of Franklin’s adages in the latter’s Poor Richard’s
Almanac, “If you would have your business done, go your-
self ; if not, send.” In gratitude to his friend Franklin,
Jones rechristened the Duras the Bonhomme Richard.

To this vessel were added four other ships: the
Alliance, 36; the Pallas, 30; the Cerf, 18; and the
Vengeance, 12. The new Alliance, the only American
ship in the squadron, Congress had put in command of
Pierre Landais, a Frenchman, in compliment to France.
The squadron was hastily got ready at L’Orient. Some
American prisoners, about 100, recently exchanged by
England, gave Jones the nucleus of an American crew
on the Bonhomme Richard, but otherwise the officers
and crews were a motley and cosmopolitan assemblage,
except those of the Pallas and the Vengeance, which
were French. Indeed, the fact that Landais’ crew were
largely British may add some extenuating circumstances
to the strange conduct of this “half crazy” officer during
the battle. On the other hand, Richard Dale, Jones’s first
lieutenant, had unusual ability and did excellent service.

The relation of the American commodore to his
squadron was peculiar. The representative of the French
Minister of Marine, in giving Jones the squadron, had
forced him to sign a paper, by which, instead of being
the superior officer, he became only one of equal rank with
his subordinates. This made the squadron a confederacy
rather than a unit.

After repeated delays, Captain Jones finally set sail
from I’Orient on August 14, 1779. He proceeded up the
west coast of Ireland with the purpose of circumnavi-
gating the British Isles. On August 26, the Cerf and
two French privateers which had attached themselves to
the squadron a few days before were separated in a gale,
and never rejoined the fleet. On the cruise Jones took
some ships as prizes and destroyed others ; but he had con-
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siderable difficulty with his French captains, especially
Landais, in regard to the disposal of prizes, and he could
make no important move without much discussion with
his colleagues. Indeed, Landais showed an insubordina-
tion that boded ill for the success of any concerted
movement.

Having rounded the Orkneys, Jones intended to
destroy the shipping at Leith, but was frustrated by
the dilatory co-operation of the captains of the Pallas
and the Vengeance. On September 23, at dawn, his
lookout sighted a large ship rounding Flamborough Head.
By noon it became apparent that a Baltic fleet of forty
merchantmen, under convoy of two British men-of-war
were heading northeast. The merchantmen, at the signal
of danger, scattered in flight toward Scarborough. The
warships, which were the Serapis, a new frigate of 50
guns, and the Countess of Scarborough, 20, under the
command of Captain Pearson, then took a position
between the Baltic fleet inshore and their enemy. dJones
now stood for the Serapis and ordered his captains to
form the line of battle, an order to which Landais paid
no attention. Instead of maintaining his place behind the
Richard, Landais, availing himself of the better sail-
ing qualities of the Alliance, forged ahead to ascertain
the power of the enemy. Then he went out of gun-
shot and remained there until the battle began. Lan-
dais had already hailed Cottineau in the Pallas, say-
ing that if the enemy had a ship of more than fifty
guns their only course was to run away. This insub-
ordinate and cowardly speech, uttered in the presence of
the crews of both ships, shows what sort of officer Landais
was.?

3 Mahan, Jonres in the Revolution (Scribner’s Magazine, xxiv,
207.)
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At six p.m. the Seraepis came about and steered
westward with the Scarborough in her wake. Jones
kept his vessel bows on toward the enemy to keep the
British in the dark as to the number of his guns. His
only hope was in a close encounter. Thus it was that,
when at seven p.M. Jones came within range, the battle

R SERAPIS
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From Mahan's article in Scriéner’s Magazine, XX1IV, 210, by permission

Tue BonHoMME RICHARD AND THE SERAPIS

opened with both ships gradually running on parallel
courses toward Flamborough Head. The wind at this
time was southwest.

Jones answered Pearson’s hail evasively, and imme-
diately followed this up with a shot. At the very first
exchange of broadsides, two of the three 18-pounders on
the starboard side of the Richard burst, killing and
wounding most of their crews and blowing up the deck
above. These guns had to be entirely abandoned, leaving
only the 12- and 9-pounders.

3
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Of this stage of the battle Jones says in his report: 2

‘‘ The battle, thus begun, was continued with unre-
mitting fury. Every method was practised on both sides
to gain an advantage, and rake each other; and I must
confess that the enemy’s ship, being much more manage-
able than the Richard, gained thereby several times an
advantageous situation, in spite of my best endeavors to
prevent it. As I had to deal with an enemy of greatly
superior force, I was under the necessity of closing with
him, to prevent the advantage which he had over me in
point of maneuver. It was my intention to lay the
Richard athwart the enemy’s bow, but as that operation
required great dexterity in the management of both sails
and helm and some of our braces being shot away, it
did not exactly succeed to my wishes. The enemy’s bow-
sprit, however, came over the Bonhomme Richard’s poop
by the mizzenmast, and I made both ships fast together
in that situation, which by the action of the wind on the
enemy’s sails, forced her stern close to the Richard’s
bow, so that the ships lay square alongside of each other,
the yards being all entangled, and the ecannon of each ship
touching the opponent’s side. When this position took
place, it was eight o’clock, previous to which the Richard
had received sundry 18-pound shots below the water, and
leaked very much.”’

Although Jones had lashed the vessels together, the
Serapis’ crew were on the alert for any attempt at
boarding. Pearson evidently recognized his great advan-
tage in maneuvering, and at the moment of fouling had
let go an anchor, hoping thus, by means of the tide and
the wind, to wrench the vessels apart. But the ships held
fast. As up to this stage of the battle the Seraprs

*Jones’s report may be found in Stewart’s John Paul Jones
Commemoration, pp. 139, ff.
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had fought only her port guns, the starboard lower ports
were closed. Since now the close contact of the vessels
prevented the opening of these ports, Pearson fired
through them. So near to each other were the gun
crews, that, according to Dale, the men had to run the
rammers into the opponent’s ports to load their pieces,
and Pearson tells us that the muzzles of the guns touched
the sides of the enemy’s ship. During this part of the
fight, the damage done to the American vessel by the
more powerful 18-pounders of the enemy was terrible.
Says Jones: ‘‘The rudder was entirely cut off the stern
frame, and the transoms were almost wholly cut away.
The timbers of the lower deck especially, from the main-
mast to the stern, being greatly decayed with age, were
mangled beyond any power of description.’’

In the course of this terrible pounding, Jones’s battery
of 12-pounders was entirely silenced and abandoned. In
his report he continues:

““I had now only two pieces of cannon, 9-pounders,
on the quarter-deck that were not silenced, and not one
of the heavier cannon was fired during the rest of the
action. The purser, Mr. Mease, who commanded the guns
on the quarter-deck, being dangerously wounded in the
head, I was obliged to fill his place, and with great diffi-
culty rallied a few men, and shifted over one of the lee
quarter-deck guns, so that we afterward played three
pieces of 9-pounders upon the enemy. The tops alone
seconded the fire of this little battery and held out bravely
during the whole of the action; especially the main top,
where Lieutenant Stack commanded. I directed the fire
of one of the three cannon against the main-mast, with
double-headed shot, while the other two were exceedingly
well served with grape and canister shot to silence the
enemy’s musketry, and clear her decks, which was at last
effected.”’
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The condition of the Richard was becoming more
and more desperate; her hold was filling with water and
she was on fire in several places. The master-at-arms,
who had charge of the prisoners in the Richard’s hold,
either thinking the old vessel was doomed, or inspired by
treachery, had released them. The prisoners would natu-
rally have joined battle against the crew of the Richard,
assisting their countrymen in the Serapis, had not Dale
shrewdly put them to work at the pumps, telling them
that the enemy’s plight was worse, and that their own
safety depended on keeping the Richard afloat. Just
before this, the gunner, in a state of panie, had loudly
clamored for quarter, and was in the act of striking the
colors, when Jones hurled his pistol at the fellow, break-
ing his skull. In the silence that followed, Pearson gave
the order to board, but the men who attempted to carry
out this command were quickly repelled. To Pearson’s
query whether the Americans had surrendered, Jones
gave the answer that has since become one of the watch-
words of the navy, ‘‘I have not yet begun to fight!”’

Although the Richard was hopelessly inferior in
her batteries, the force aloft, armed with muskets and
grenades, finally turned the tide of victory. The British
had been driven out of their own tops, and the Americans
dexterously climbed along the interlaced rigging of the
two ships, and thus kept the deck of the Serapis clear
of defenders. Says Pearson in his report, ‘“‘From the
great quantity and variety of combustible material they
threw upon our decks, chains, and in short into every
part of the ship, we were on fire no less than ten or twelve
times in different parts of the ship, and it was with the
greatest difficulty and exertion at times that we were able
to get it extinguished.’’?®

2 Dodsley’s Annual Register, xxii, 310.
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A very important part in this fight was played by a
marine in the maintop of Jones’s flagship who succeeded
in dropping a hand-grenade into the open hatch of the
Serapis. A terrific explosion followed, ‘‘the flames of
which,”’ says Pearson, ‘‘running from cartridge to car-
tridge all the way aft, blew up the whole of the people
and officers that were quartered abaft the mainmast; from
which unfortunate circumstance all those guns were
rendered useless for the remainder of the action, and I
fear the greatest part of the people will lose their lives.”’
Pearson was a brave fighter, but this catastrophe on his
own ship must have had much to do with the final dis-
organizing of his men.

At this crisis the Alliance made her appearance. She
had once before early in the action sailed around the
combatants and fired her broadsides so recklessly at the
entangled vessels that she did as much damage to the
Richard as to the enemy. Of her second attack, Jones
says: ‘‘Landais discharged a broadside full into the
stern of the Richard. We called to him for God’s sake
to forbear firing into the Bonhomme Richard; yet he
passed along the off side of the ship and continued
firing. There was no possibility of his mistaking the
enemy’s ship for the Richard, there being the most essen-
tial difference in their appearance and construction;
besides, it was then full moonlight, and the sides of
the Richard were all black, while the sides of the prizes
were yellow. Yet, for the greater security, I showed
the signal of our reconnoissance, by putting out three
lanterns, one at the head, another at the stern, and the
third in the middle, in a horizontal line. Every tongue
cried that he was firing into the wrong ship, but nothing
availed ; he passed round, firing into the Richard’s head,
stern, and broadside, and by one of his volleys killed
several of my best men, and mortally wounded a good
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officer on the forecastle. My situation was really deplor-
able. The Richard received various shot under water
from the Allignce; the leak gained on the pump, and the
fire increased much on board both ships.”’

However, Captain Pearson was even more discouraged
by the reappearance of the Alliance than Jones. In fact,
he ascribes his final defeat to Landais. But probably
owing to his ignorance of the eccentricities of the French-
man’s character, he did not realize the damage the latter
was doing to Jones’s ship. Mahan thinks that it was the
superiority above decks of the Bonhomme Richard which
finally turned the scales.* At the moment of surrender,
the mainmast of the Serapis, at which Jones had for
some time been discharging one of his 9-pounders, went
by the board. The loss in killed and wounded was excep-
tionally heavy on both sides; that of the Richard being
116 men, and of the Serapis 129.3

The Countess of Scarborough, the second of the two
vessels under Captain Pearson, was captured after an
hour’s hard fighting by the Pallas. The latter seems to
have been the only one of Jones’s ships that rendered
assistance. The Vengeance took no part in the action.
The Baltic fleet was allowed to escape because, as Jones
says, ‘‘I myself was in no condition to pursue, and none
of the rest showed any inelination to do so.”” Unques-
tionably, Landais was jealous of the American commodore,
as was evident from numerous acts of his on the cruise.

The honors in this battle were decidedly in favor of
Jones, who, in an old vessel, transformed into a one-decker
by the necessary abandonment early in the action of her
useless 18-pounders, had fought to a finish a new frigate,
which, though classed as a ‘‘forty-four,’’ carried in reality

* Mahan, Seribner’s Magazine, xxiv, 210.
* Paullin, Navy of the American Revolution, p. 297.
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fifty guns. The Pallas had her match in the Countess
of Scarborough; the Alliance did as much harm as good;
and the remaining vessel under Jones took no part
in the battle. Thus Pearson, instead of sacrificing his two
vessels to save the Baltic fleet against a vastly superior
force, had in reality matched his two better vessels against
two of Jones’s squadron, and the escape of the Baltic
fleet was an accident so far as Pearson was concerned.
There is not the slightest doubt that Pearson was a brave
officer and fought as long as there was any hope of suc-
cess, but he was matched against a man of indomitable
courage. As Captain A. S. Mackenzie says, ‘‘The
Richard was beaten more than once; but the spirit of
Jones could not be overcome.’’ ¢

After the battle, Captain Jones tried hard to keep
the Richard afloat. She was on fire in various parts,
and at the same time the water was gaining in her hold
in spite of three pumps that were kept constantly at
work. The fire was extinguished, but on account of the
increasing volume of water, she had to be abandoned,
and on the morning of the 25th, with her flag still flying,
the victorious old hulk sank beneath the waves.

In the Serapis Jones now sailed for the Texel, where
he arrived on October 3. British men-of-war were lying
in wait to capture him; but he bided his time and then,
seizing a favorable opportunity, sailed boldly through the
English Channel, in plain view of large British fleets at
anchor, and reached Groix in February, 1780.

For his brilliant victory, Jones was knighted by
France, and presented a sword by the King. On his
return to America in 1781, Congress gave him a vote of
thanks, and appointed him to command the 74-gun ship
America, then building at Portsmouth, N. H. As the

¢ Mackenzie, Life of Paul Jones, i, 205.
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war was practically over, Jones’s services as a naval officer
were no longer needed. In 1783 he was sent to Paris to
conduct negotiations regarding prizes of the Bonhomme
Richard. Jones later accepted a commission in the
Russian Navy as vice-admiral, but his experience in
Russia was not a happy one. He returned to Paris, where
he spent most of the remaining years of his life, honored
by the French, the intimate friend of such men as Morris
and Lafayette. In this city Jones died July 18, 1792.
Of our greatest naval officer during the Revolution, Napo-
leon is said to have remarked to Berthier in 1805, after
the battle of Trafalgar, ‘‘Had Jones lived to this day,
France might have had an admiral.”

CONCLUSION OF THE WAR

‘While the navy was winning honors in Europe, impor-
tant events were happening in home waters. Captain
Nicholson, in the U. S. S. Trumbull, saw some hard
fighting, but in 1781 this ship was forced to surrender
to the Iris and the General Monk. It is a strange
irony of fate that the Iris, formerly the Hancock, and
the first of the thirteen frigates of Congress to be captured,
should thus have received the surrender of the T'rumbull,
the last of the unlucky thirteen. Captain Barry, in the
Allvance, made a successful cruise and captured a number
of prizes. In an encounter with an unknown vessel,
probably the Sidylle, on March 10, 1783, he fought the
last sea fight of the Revolution, in which he was unsue-
cessful, since the Alliance had to relinquish her prey on
the appearance of two British frigates.

There yet remain two classes of ships that deserve brief
mention, privateers and State navies. From the beginning
of the war there were swarms of American privateers that
did great damage to British commerce, though it must
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be admitted, also, that English privateers preyed exten-
sively on American merchantmen. The effect upon the
outcome of the war was negligible. The losses suffered
were apparently equal, and from the American stand-
point, the ill effects probably outweighed the good. Appeal-
ing as privateering did to the enterprising and daring
type of sailor, it diverted the very men who were most
needed in the regular service. State navies were main-
tained by all the States but two for the protection of
their coasts. Their vessels were chiefly small, and of
shallow draft, designed for river and harbor defense. One
of them, the Hyder Ali of the Pennsylvania Navy,
mounting eighteen guns, and commanded by Lieutenant
Barney, made in April, 1782, a brilliant capture of the
English brig General Monk, mounting twenty guns.

Meanwhile a strong French fleet under De Grasse had
rendered aid of the greatest importance to the land forces,
co-operating with Washington. When in 1781 the British
power in America was confined to two centres, one at
New York and the other in the Chesapeake, with the
intervening country in the hands of the Americans, com-
munications between the British forces depended wholly
on the sea.”

Using one of his frigates as a dispatch boat, De Grasse
arranged with Washington for a concerted attack on York-
town. Early in September, 1781, the French fleet under
De Grasse fought the British fleet under Graves, and,
although the battle itself was indecisive, De Grasse suc-
ceeded in preventing Graves from entering Chesapeake
Bay and effecting a junction with Cornwallis. Meanwhile,
‘““a sudden march of Washington brought him to the
front of the English troops . . . and the army of
Cornwallis was driven by famine to a surrender as humili-
ating as that of Saratoga.’’ ®

" Mahan, Influence of Sea Power, p. 385.
® Green, Short History of the English People, p. 785.



II1

THE BEGINNINGS OF A NEW NAVY AND THE
WAR WITH FRANCE

THE BEGINNINGS OF A NEw Navy

IN the chaos that followed the Revolutionary War,
all that remained of the Continental Navy disappeared.
The ship-of-the-line America, which had been completed
shortly after the conclusion of peace, was presented by
the United States to the King of France, in token of
gratitude for the timely aid of France during the war.
The three ships that survived the Revolution, the Deane,
the Washington, and the Alliance, were sold; and after
the disposal of the last of these in 1785, the United States
had not a single armed vessel.

With an empty treasury and an overwhelming publie
debt, the new-born nation was in no condition to maintain
a navy; but stronger than the reason of economy was the
prevailing notion that an army and a navy were dangerous
to the liberties of a republic. Years after the country had
settled into its quiet and ordered career under the Con-
stitution, when it was evident that a navy cost less than
the annual tribute to pirates or extra insurance on ships
and cargoes, the same cry of monarchism continued to be
heard.

Yet very soon after the close of the Revolutionary War
the necessity of a navy began to be felt. A treaty of
peace, in 1785, between Spain and Algiers, opened the
Atlantic to the Algerian pirates, and in July of the same
year led to the capture of the American schooner
Maria. Five days later, the ship Dauphin of Phila-
delphia was seized, and the crews of both vessels were
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taken into Algiers as slaves. At this time our consul-
general at Paris, Thomas Barclay, was conducting a suc-
cessful negotiation of a treaty of peace with the Emperor
of Morocco. The costs of this treaty amounted to less
than $10,000 in presents, with no annual tribute for the
future; and it was hoped that some equally good treaty
might be made with Algiers.

The capture of the Maria and the Dauphin, how-
ever, complicated the situation because, in addition
to the cost of a treaty, the prisoners would have to be
ransomed on whatever terms the Dey of Algiers chose.
It was soon evident that he was in no hurry to conclude
a treaty with America, for the prospect of preying on
the shipping of a weak nation was highly attractive. The
United States made three distinct efforts to treat with the
Dey of Algiers and all were failures, the last being en-
trusted to John Paul Jones, who died before the orders
reached him. By the time a fourth envoy was dispatched,
the Dey refused to give him audience, and at the same
time a treaty of peace between Portugal and Algiers made
still freer for the corsairs the highway into the Atlantic.
This treaty, in 1793, was negotiated by the English
consul-general, apparently with no authority from Portu-
gal. At this time the British Government was frankly
subsidizing the Barbary states to prey on the shipping of
rival nations, especially America—a policy which was
maintained until the United States made her own terms
in the Mediterranean by force of arms.

Taking instant advantage of the treaty with Portugal,
Algerian corsairs swarmed into the Atlantic and, in
the course of one month, captured eleven American
vessels. By this time Algiers held thirteen American
prizes, and their crews to the number of 119, seven of
whom died in captivity.

This disgraceful situation at last prompted Congress
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to measures of force. On March 27, 1794, the President
signed an act providing for six frigates, four of forty-
four guns, and two of thirty-six, for the purpose of pro-
tection against Algiers. The act, however, was careful
to make clear that there was no intention of inaugurating
a permanent navy, saying that ‘‘if a peace should take
place between the United States and the regency of
Algiers, no farther proceeding shall be had under this
act.”” The fact remains, nevertheless, that this law marks
the beginning of the permanent American Navy.

Work on the frigates was promptly begun; and, fortu-
nately, the design of the new vessels was left to the
finest ship-builder in the country, Joshua Humphreys. It
is a significant compliment to his skill that toward the
close of the War of 1812, England built frigates ‘‘exactly
upon the plan of the large American frigates,’”’* which
had been constructed according to his designs. His idea
was, ‘‘ that the vessels should combine such qualities of
strength, durability, swiftness of sailing, and force, as to
render them superior to any frigate belonging to the
European Powers.””? His chief innovations were pro-
visions for heavier batteries than had hitherto been
attempted for frigates, much thicker scantlings, finer lines,
and spars longer and stouter than those of any British
frigate. The President, for example, had a thicker side
by one inch than the British 74-gun ship-of-the-line Hero,
and a mainmast a foot longer than that of a British 64-
gun ship.

TYPES OF SHIPS AND GUNS
It is worth noting what the term ‘‘frigate’’ meant at

the close of the 18th century. The victories of Rodney and
of Nelson were won with fleets of ‘‘ships-of-the-line.’’

1 London Times, March 17, 1814,
2Report of Gen. Knox, Secretary of War, December 27, 1794,
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These were heavy vessels of two or three gun decks, carry-
ing from seventy-five to 125 guns. The ¢‘ frigate ’’ was,
like the ‘¢ ship-of-the-line,”’ ship-rigged, but distinguished
by having only one gun deck below the spar deck. Being
speedier than the heavy ship-of-the-line, the frigate was
generally used for scout duty; she was the ‘¢ eruiser ’’
of this period.

A third class was the ‘‘sloop of war.”” This, the
smallest type, was distinguished by the fact that all her
armament was mounted on the spar deck. These ‘‘sloops”’
were sometimes ship-rigged, sometimes brigs or schooners,
and they varied widely in tonnage. The ship-rigged sloops
were frequently spoken of as ‘‘corvettes.”” Between the
ship-of-the-line and the frigate there was an intermediary
class, the ‘‘razee,”” which was simply a ship-of-the-line
that had been cut down one deck, but was still of greater
size and heavier metal than the frigate. As a type it is
unimportant; but the other three classes, ‘‘ship-of-the-
line,”’ ‘“‘frigate,”” and ‘‘sloop,’’ were standard types till
the days of steam and steel.

The naval guns of the period may be divided into
two classes, long guns and short guns, or ‘‘carronades.’’
Both were cast iron tubes, thicker at the breech than at
the muzzle, and of smooth bore. The long gun was cast
heavy and long, to bear a heavy charge and to strike a
distant target; while the carronade was short and wide-
muzzled, designed to throw a heavy shot, with a small
charge of powder, at close quarters. The carronade
(named from the village of Carron in Scotland where the
type of gun was first cast) was high in favor in Nelson’s
day because of its tremendous smashing qualities in a
yard-arm fight. The usual practice was to mount the
carronades and lighter long guns on the spar deck of a
frigate, and to equip the gun deck with the heavier long
guns. These carronades and long guns were graded
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according to the weight of shot they threw. At the end
of the 18th century the long 42-pounder represented the
most formidable naval ordnance of the day, but the long
guns on a frigate usually varied from twelves to twenty-
fours and the short ones from twenty-fours to forty-twos.
All these guns were mounted on wooden carriages; the
recoil threw the gun inboard as far as the breeching
would allow, and when it was reloaded it was run out
again by hand tackles. Indeed, all the labor connected
with the loading, aiming and firing of a gun was done
by hand. Elevating was done by means of a handspike
under the breech where a wooden wedge, called a ‘‘quoin,’’
was inserted when the desired angle was reached. As a
rule, there were no sights; when the matter of sights was
called to the attention of Nelson in 1801, he objected to
them on the ground that ships should always be at such
close quarters that missing would become impossible. This
contempt of accurate aim sheds some light on the low
state of British gunnery during our War of 1812,

Firing was done on some ships by flint locks, but
these missed so often that the priming quill was more
popular. This was a split quill, full of powder, inserted
in the touch-hole of the gun. The cartridge had already
been punctured by a sharp wire thrust through the touch-
hole, so that when a slow match in the hands of the
captain of the gun touched off the powder in the quill,
the discharge followed almost instantaneously. All the
men were assigned to the guns of one broadside, a large
erew to each gun, every man of whom had a definite duty
to perform. In case a ship had to fight both broadsides
at once, half the crew of each gun ran to the corresponding
gun on the opposite side.

The number of guns a ship carried gave her her rating
within her own class. The ships-of-the-line ranged from
“74’s”’ to ‘“120’s,”’ frigates from ‘‘28’s’’ to ‘“44’s,”’ but



6V

suny puv sdwyg fo sadh ]

From Brady's Kedge-Anchor

UNiTED STATES SLOOP OF WAR ALBANY UNDER FuLL Sain



50 The United States N avy

the technical rating was always below the actual number
of guns carried. The ‘‘44-gun’’ frigate Constitution,
for example, carried fifty-four guns in her battle with the
Java.

In accordance with the act of March 27, 1794, six
frigates were laid down as follows:

Constitution, 44 guns, 1576 tons, costing $302,719, at
Boston.

President, 44 guns, 1576 tons, $220,910, at New York.

United States, 44 guns, 1576 tons, $299,336, at Phila-
delphia.

Chesapeake, 36 guns, 1244 tons, $220,678, at Norfolk.?

Congress, 36 guns, 1268 tons, $197,246, at Portsmouth.

Constellation, 36 guns, 1265 tons, $314,212, at Bal-
timore.

It is interesting to compare figures like these with
those of one of our latest battleships, the North Dakota:
ten 12-inch guns, 20,000 tons, costing approximately
$8,000,000.

On the fifth of June of the same year, six captains
were selected in the following order: John Barry, Samuel
Nicholson, Silas Talbot, Joshua Barney, Richard Dale, and
Thomas Truxtun. All of these men had distinguished
themselves in the struggle for independence. Captain
Barney, however, feeling that he was unjustly rated with
reference to the men above him, declined to serve, and
James Sever was appointed sixth captain, ranking after
Truxtun. The lieutenants were to be selected by the
captains, the first lieutenant of Barry ranking the first
lieutenant of Nicholson, ete.

Meanwhile, efforts were continued to arrange a treaty
with Algiers; and finally, toward the close of the year
1795, a humiliating treaty was ratified by the Senate,
requiring the United States to pay Algiers maritime stores

3 The Chesapeake was intended originally to be a forty-four.
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to the value of $21,600 annually. The cost of obtaining
this treaty, including ransom of captives, amounted to
nearly a million dollars.

The law provided that nothing more was to be done
on the frigates if peace was arranged, but three were so
far constructed that Congress authorized their completion.
The perishable material of the other three was ordered
sold, and the rest kept in storage for future use. In 1797
the three frigates completed were launched in the follow-
ing order: the United States, July 10, at Philadelphia;
the Constellation, September 7, at Baltimore; and the
Constitution, September 20, at Boston. Captain Barry
commanded the United States, Captain Nicholson, the
Constitution, and, as it happened, Truxtun, the fifth
on the list, who had been appointed to command the 36-gun
Constellation, got to sea with his command, while his
seniors, Captains Talbot and Dale, were forced into other
occupations, because their frigates were not completed.
This point, later, gave rise to a question of seniority
between these two and Captain Truxtun, because at the
" time it was not clear whether Talbot and Dale had been
retired or merely put on furlough.

According to the terms of the above treaty, as we have
seen, the difficulties with Algiers were settled by the
payment of a large annual tribute and a cash payment at
the time of nearly a million dollars. The last item alone
would have been sufficient to build and equip three 44-gun
frigates, which could have gone far toward protecting our
shipping, and might even have blockaded Algiers and
forced a peace on terms of honor.

WaAr wiTH FRANCE

Long before the first three frigates were launched,
other enemies than Algiers had appeared. In the tremen-
dous conflict between Napoleon and England, French and
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English cruisers and privateers alike plundered American
merchantmen. A treaty of ‘‘ amity, commerce, and navi-
gation,’’ in 1795, between Great Britain and the United
States, temporarily relieved the burden of British oppres-
sion, but only increased the hostility of the French. In
1797, the Secretary of State reported that documents
concerning the capture of thirty-two ships, brigs, and
schooners lay in the department, while the newspapers had
reported some 308 others, all by French cruisers. In many
cases, these captures were attended with great inhumanity
toward the unlucky crews. Finally, to bring their inso-
lence to a climax, early in 1798, French privateers began
to make captures in American harbors.

This was too much even for the Congress of that day,
and in April of the same year an act was passed authoriz-
ing the building, purchase, or hire of ‘‘a number of vessels
not exceeding twelve . . . to be armed, fitted, and
manned.”” On April 30, 1798, the office of the Secretary
of the Navy was established, to which Benjamin Stoddert
of Georgetown, D. C., was appointed. Several other acts
followed in quick suceession, authorizing the further exten-
sion of the navy; more especially the building of the
three frigates suspended in 1796, and the establishing of a
marine corps. Further, all treaties with France were
declared void, and rules were made governing the capture
of prizes. The entire naval force authorized by these acts
consisted of twelve ships of not less than 32 guns, twelve
ships of not less than 20 nor exceeding 24 guns, and six
not exceeding 18 guns, besides galleys and revenue cutters.

Of this force, Captain Richard Dale, in the Ganges,
24 guns, was the first to get to sea, followed in a few days
by Captain Truxtun in the frigate Constellation, 36
guns, and Captain Stephen Decatur (senior), in the cor-
vette Delaware, of 20 guns. These vessels were under
orders to capture only such French ships as they found
guilty of hostile acts, but it was only a matter of a few
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days before the Delaware took the Croyable, a French
privateer of 14 guns, caught red-handed off the American
coast. This vessel was taken into the service, under the
name Retaliation, and put under the command of Lieu-
tenant William Bainbridge.

By the time the other ships were ready for sea, the
administration had decided to carry on a vigorous offen-
sive campaign in the West Indies instead of merely patrol-
ling the Atlantic coast. Accordingly, during the winter
of 1798-9, the fleet was divided into three squadrons,
with definite cruising grounds assigned to each. The
frigates President, Chesapeake, and Congress were as
yet unfinished, and the greater number of the vessels in
the squadrons were merchantmen hastily transformed
into men-of-war. Nevertheless upon the mere sailing of
these squadrons for the West Indies, the rates of insur-
ance fell off, in some cases as much as fifty per cent; for
one of the important duties of these men-of-war was the
safe conduct of fleets of American merchantmen.

‘While thus convoying a fleet from Charleston to
Havana, Captain Phillips, of the 20-gun sloop Bali:-
more, underwent an experience that cost him his epaulets
and aroused in the nation a feeling of bitterness against
Great Britain that did not subside till after the War of
1812. Shortly before reaching Havana, November 16,
1798, Captain Phillips ran into a British squadron. Sig-
naling his convoy to scatter and make every effort to
reach port, he himself bore up to meet the flagship, hoping
to divert attention from the merchantmen. On being
invited aboard the flagship, he was coolly informed that
the British commodore, Loring, would impress all of the
Baltimore’s crew who did not have American ‘protec-
tion papers.”’ Phillips protested, but he was in a difficult
situation. He had been provided with no commission to
prove that the Baltimore was a public vessel, he had
been strictly ordered to avoid all hostile acts toward
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British men-of-war, ‘“even if they were in the act of
capturing American vessels,”” and, finally, he lay under
the guns of an overwhelming force. At last he submitted.
Fifty-five of the Balltimore’s crew were taken off, but
of these fifty were returned. As Loring refused to accept
the surrender of the American corvette, Phillips continued
to Havana. On his return to the United States, he made
a detailed report of the affair to the Department, with
the result that he was promptly dismissed from the
service by Secretary Stoddert.

Immediately after this incident, the Secretary issued
orders to each of the commanders of the squadrons in the
West Indies in the following vein: ‘‘Sir—It is the posi-
tive command of the President that on no pretense what-
ever you permit the public vessels of war under your
command to be detained or searched, nor any of the
officers belonging to her to be taken from her by the ships
or vessels of any foreign nation, so long as you are in a
capacity to repel such outrage on the honor of the Amer
ican flag. If force should be exerted to compel your
submission you are to resist that force to the utmost of
your power, and when overpowered by superior force, you
are to strike your flag and thus yield your vessel as well
as your men, but never your men without your vessel.”’

Four days after the Baltimore outrage, the Retaliation,
Lieutenant William Bainbridge, was overhauled off
Guadeloupe, by two French frigates, Insurgente and
Volontier, and compelled to strike. It was due to Bain-
bridge’s quick wit, shortly after his surrender, that the
other two American sloops, the Montezuma and the
Norfolk, which happened to be in the neighborhood, were
not taken also. The Insurgente was rapidly overhauling
them, when the captain of the Volontier, turning to Bain-
bridge, asked him the force of the American vessels.

““‘The ship carries twenty-eight 12-pounders, and the
brig twenty 9-pounders,’’ he replied.
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Surprised at such force, the Frenchman instantly
recalled the Insurgenie and did not realize the decep-
tion till her captain came aboard and reported the facts.
In the meantime, the two sloops made good their escape.

On the 9th of February, 1799, the Constellation
sighted a large sail in the neighborhood of the island of
Nevis. The stranger hoisted American colors as Captain
Truxtun bore down on her, but was unable to answer the
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private signals which he displayed. She soon declared
herself an enemy by raising the tricolor and firing a gun
to windward. The following account is from Captain_
Truxtun’s report to the Secretary of the Navy, dated on
the 10th of February, the day after the battle:

‘I continued bearing down on her, and at a quarter
past three p.m. she hailed me several times; and as soon
as I got in a position for every shot to do execution, I
answered by commencing a close and successful engage-
ment, which lasted until about half-past four p.m., when



56 The United States N avy

she struck her colors to the U. S. Ship Constellation,
and I immediately took possession of her. She proved to
be the celebrated French national frigate Insurgente,
of 40 guns and 409 men, lately out from France, com-
manded by Monsieur Barreaut, and is esteemed one of the
fastest-sailing ships in the French Navy. I have been
much shattered in my rigging and sails, and my foretop-
mast rendered, from wounds, useless—you may depend the
enemy is not less so. The high state of our diseipline, with
the gallant conduct of my officers and men, would have
enabled me to have made a more formidable enemy yield,
had the fortune of war thrown him in my way. As it is,
I hope the President and my country will, for the present,
be content with a very fine frigate being added to our
navy. I must not omit in this hasty detail to do justice
to M. Barreaut; for he defended his ship manfully, and
from my raking him several times fore and aft, and being
athwart his stern, ready with every gun to fire, when he
struck his colors, we may impute the conflict not being
more bloody on our side; for had not these advantages
been taken, the engagement would not have ended so
soon; for the Insurgente was completely officered and
manned.”’

The total loss of the Constellation amounted to two
badly wounded and one slightly wounded. Early in the
action one man was shot by the third lieutenant for desert-
ing his quarters. The loss of the Insurgente amounted
to twenty-nine killed and forty-one wounded. Both
frigates were rated at 36, but the American broadside was
fully one-third heavier than the French.

During the action with the Insurgente, Midship-
man David Porter, who was stationed in the foretop of
the Constellation, saved the wounded foretopmast from
falling over by going aloft, under fire, cutting away
the slings of the yards and letting them down. Porter
had another and more trying proof of his coolness and
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gallantry after the action, when he and Lieutenant John
Rodgers were sent with a prize crew of eleven men to
take possession of the captured frigate. A gale which
arose after the battle separated the two vessels before all
the prisoners could be transferred to the Constellation,
and the two young officers found themselves forced to
navigate a ship whose decks were still strewn with dead
and wounded, and whose spars, sails, and rigging were
cut to pieces, some of which encumbered the decks—a
situation made critical by the storm. But the worst
danger lay in the fact that, before the surrender, the
hatches had been thrown overboard, and the prize crew of
two officers and eleven men had the task of guarding
173 prisoners, as well as navigating a crippled ship in a
gale. A heavily-armed sentinel was placed at each hatch-
way, with orders to fire at the first prisoner that attempted
to come on deck; and during the three nights and two
days that passed before the ship reported to Truxtun at
St. Kitts, neither Rodgers nor Porter could take a single
minute of sleep or even rest. These two officers rose sub-
sequently to distinction in positions of command, but they
never afterward had to go through a more trying test of
their courage and efficiency.

During the year 1799, American operations in the
West Indies were hampered by the fact that enlistments
had been, by law, for only one year. Every ship, there-
fore, had to leave her station during this year and go to
the United States for fresh crews; and the French priva-
teers that made Guadeloupe their base were quick to take
advantage of these enforced absences. On the whole,
however, the French gained little beyond a brief respite.

The second frigate action of the war also fell to
Truxtun and the Constellation. On the morning of Feb-
ruary 1, 1800, while about fifteen miles west of Basse
Terre, the Constellation sighted a ship which soon proved
to be a French frigate, the Vengeance. Captain Truxtun



58 The Unated States N avy

immediately gave chase; but, owing to the light wind, 1t
was not till eight o’clock on the evening of the 2d that
he was able to close. The Frenchman, without waiting to
hear the hail of the American, opened fire with his stern
and quarter guns, which he directed at the Constellation’s
rigging.

Captain Truxtun then gave orders, ‘‘not to throw away
a single charge of powder and shot. but to take good aim
and fire directly into the hull of the enemy.”” A few
minutes later, he gained a good position on the weather
quarter of the Vengeance which enabled the American
batteries to reply. A sharp action followed, lasting till
about 1 A.M., when the Vengeance stopped firing and
sheered off as if to escape. Just as Captain Truxtun was
trimming his shattered rigging to come alongside and take
possession, his mainmast fell over the side. As the Con-
stellation was now unable to pursue the Vengeance, the
latter made good her escape.

In his report of this action, Captain Truxtun gave the
American loss as fourteen killed and twenty-five wounded.
The only officer killed was Midshipman Jarvis, who was
stationed in the maintop and who, though warned of the
dangerous condition of the mast, refused to leave his
quarters without orders. The casualties of the Vengeance
are put at fifty killed and 110 wounded. She was a beaten
ship, and was saved from capture only by the fall of the
Constellation’s mainmast. Her first lieutenant stated
some years afterward that the tricolor was struck two or
three times; but, owing to the darkness and smoke, this
fact evidently was not perceived by the officers of the
Constellation. While it is impossible to state the precise
armament of the French frigate during this action, owing
to the disparity of the reports,* all the authorities are

# According to the lowest estimate, that of an American
prisoner on the Vengeance, she carried fifty-four guns, firing 516 lbs.
at a broadside. The Constellation fired a broadside of only 372 lbs.
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agreed in a considerable superiority in weight of metal
over that of the Constellation.

The third encounter with a French man-of-war took
place, October 12, 1800, between the frigate Boston of
28 guns and the sloop Berceau of 24. The French ship
was taken only after a long and stubborn running fight,
in which the honors belong to the French captain, Senez.

But the real work of the war lay in the capture of the
privateers that swarmed out of the French ports of the
West Indies, and there were many spirited combats
between our smaller vessels and these privateers. One
particularly gallant exploit was performed by Lieutenant
Isaac Hull, who ran into Port Plate in broad daylight,
spiked the guns of the fort, and surprised and carried
away one of the best equipped and most successful of the
French privateers. Mention also must be made of the
famous cruise of the schooner Ewnterprise, under Lieu-
tenant John Shaw, who, in eight months, eaptured six
privateers and recaptured eleven American merchantmen.
This is only the beginning of the fame of this little vessel;
for she came to be regarded, next to the Constitution, as
the ‘‘lucky’’ vessel of the navy.

The foregoing naval operations against France covered
in all about two years and a half; at the end of that time,
February 1, 1801, they were terminated by a treaty of
peace, which had been under way for several months. By
the terms of this treaty each side was to return to the other
all government vessels that had been ecaptured. This
provision was greatly to the advantage of France, because
none of our men-of-war had been taken save the Retalia-
tion, which, as we have seen, had originally been a French
privateer. On the other hand, the Insurgente, the Berceau,
and a small cruiser, the Vengeance, had been taken by
American ships. The Insurgente, dispatched to the West
Indies early in the fall of 1800, was never heard from
again. The other two were turned over to France. Of the
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eighty-four vessels remaining in the hands of the United
States at the close of hostilities, thirteen were released,
and one was sunk, leaving seventy lawful prizes for the
American Navy.

The war, while never formally declared, and existing
only in the West Indies, was of great benefit to the young
American Navy. The large increase in exports due to
the protection afforded by our cruisers, and their brilliant
sueccesses in battle, gave the navy a standing and popu-
larity that it needed in the days when the maintenance of
a man-of-war seemed, to many, a threat of monarchy. To
the personnel of the navy, also, it gave a practical train-
ing in warfare and self-confidence. The heroes of the
war with Tripoli and the second war with Great Britain
received their schooling as midshipmen or lieutenants in
the West Indian campaigns.

A point, also, which cannot be overlooked is the fact
that during these campaigns, while American men-of-war
were co-operating with the British in fighting the French,
an ‘‘Act for the Better Government of the Navy of the
United States’’ was passed by Congress, embodying a
set of regulations taken almost word for word from the
rules that governed the navy of Great Britain. In short,
the discipline and traditions of the British service were
then adopted as the standards of our own. Had the
United States been allied with France against England
at this time, and had the practice of the French Navy
been accepted as our own, the results would have been
unfortunate, since the discipline of the French men-of-
war was at that time demoralized by the levelling ideas of
the French Revolution. The point is aptly expressed in
the remark of the Duke of Wellington, ‘‘I believe in free
speech, but not on board a man-of-war.”’



v
THE WAR WITH TRIPOLI

AN INsuLT BY ALGIERS

THE treaties of peace bought from Morocco in 1786,
Algiers in 1795, Tripoli in 1796, and Tunis in 1797, by no
means settled the difficulties between American ships and
Barbary corsairs. Indeed, the following incident, for
which the Dey of Algiers was responsible, was character-
istic of the attitude of all the Barbary rulers at that time.

In 1800, when only twenty-six years old, William
Bainbridge was promoted to the rank of captain, having
served but two years in the navy. In these two years,
however, he had come into public notice, especially on
account of his experience in the dungeons of Guadeloupe
during the war with France. He was assigned the George
Washington, of 24 guns, one of the ships purchased for
the navy at the outbreak of hostilities with France, with
orders to earry the annual tribute to Algiers. Captain
Bainbridge thus had the distinction of commanding the
first American man-of-war to enter the Mediterranean,
but the honor was over-shadowed by the humiliating
nature of his mission. Bad as this was, the sequel was so
much worse that it may fairly be described as the most
mortifying incident in the record of the navy.

‘When the Washington arrived in September, 1800, the
Dey of Algiers was having difficulties with the Sultan of
Turkey—the over-lord of the Barbary rulers—because the
Algerians had made peace with Napoleon at a time when
Turkey was fighting him. In order to conciliate his
master, the Dey of Algiers wished to send presents to
Constantinople, and for this purpose requested the loan
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of the American man-of-war. Naturally, the American
consul and Captain Bainbridge protested ; but the George
Washington was anchored under the batteries of Algiers,
in a position where she could not escape, and the Dey
threatened to declare war instantly if the request was
refused. As there were at this time in the Mediterranean
a large number of American merchantmen which would
probably have been captured if the Dey had made good
his threat of war, Bainbridge felt himself forced to yield
and play errand boy for the Dey of Algiers. The latter
aggravated the humiliation by compelling the American
captain to hoist the Algerian flag at the main, an act that
virtually put the George Washington out of commission
and transferred her to the Algerian Navy. As soon as
Bainbridge cleared the harbor, however, he hauled down
the Algerian colors and hoisted his own.

At Constantinople he had the satisfaction of being
received with honor as the representative of a new nation,
while the Algerian ambassador was given scant courtesy.
During the visit, also, the Turkish admiral gave Captain
Bainbridge a ‘‘firman,’’ or passport, which insured him
respectful treatment in all Turkish ports. On returning
to Algiers, the American was careful to anchor out of
range of the batteries and promptly refused the demand
of the Dey that he make a second trip to Constantinople
During an audience with the Dey, Bainbridge countered
a fierce threat of instant war by displaying the Turkish
““firman.’” This frightened the pirate into such respect
that thereafter Captain Bainbridge and his ship were
inviolate. When the Dey declared war with France, under
the Sultan’s orders, Bainbridge, by using the authority of
his ‘‘firman,’’ compelled him to allow the French subjects
in his city forty-eight hours to leave the country. As it
appeared that the unfortunate exiles had no other way
of leaving Algiers and escaping slavery, Bainbridge took
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them on board the George Washington, and conveyed them
to Alicante, whence they made their way home. For this
service he received the thanks of Napoleon.

THE First YEAR OoF THE WAR WITH TRIPOLI

Meanwhile, the Bey of Tripoli also was making trouble.
Although he had concluded a treaty with the United
States in 1796, realizing in two or three years that he had
not made so good a bargain as his neighbors, Algiers and
Tunis, he felt obliged to demand more than the treaty
called for. Efforts to settle the matter on a reasonable
basis failed, and the Bey became more and more insolent.
At last, in February, 1801, he repudiated the former
treaty, and, the following May, declared war. The nego-
tiations had been dragging on for so long, however, that
American merchantmen had had a fair warning, and the
Tripolitan eruisers captured little or nothing.

As soon as it became evident that diplomacy would
fail, a squadron of ‘‘observation’’ was assembled at
Hampton Roads, toward the end of May, with orders to
visit the Barbary ports and open hostilities with any or all
of the states that had declared war; or, at least, to help
diplomatic relations by a show of armed force. This
squadron consisted of the frigates President, 44 guns,
flagship, Captain James Barron; Philadelphia, 36 guns,
Captain Samuel Barron (brother of James Barron);
Essexr, 32 guns, Captain William Bainbridge; and the
schooner Enterprise, 12 guns, Lieutenant Andrew Sterett.
These vessels were placed under-the command of Commo-
dore Richard Dale, famous as Paul Jones’s first lieutenant
in the battle between the Bonhomme Richard and the
Serapis.

The news of the declaration of war on the part of
Tripoli did not reach the United States until after the
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squadron had sailed, but the ships fortunately arrived at
Gibraltar just in time to intercept the passage of two
Tripolitan corsairs that were in port, clearly bound for a
raid in the Atlantic. Leaving the Philadelphia to block-
ade them in Gibraltar, Commodore Dale dispatched the
Essex to collect the American ships in neutral ports and
convoy them to the Atlantic, while with the remainder of
his squadron he ecruised along the Barbary coast. The
Bey ! of Tripoli was somewhat disturbed by the appear-
ance of the American ships and offered to treat for peace,
but, though Dale remained eighteen days off the harbor,
nothing was accomplished. At the end of that time, he
was forced to put in for fresh water at Malta, where he
arrived in the middle of August.

Meanwhile, on the first of that month, a spirited action
had taken place between the schooner Enterprise and the
Tripols. As the former carried twelve guns and ninety-
four men, and the latter, fourteen guns and eighty men,
the two vessels were very evenly matched. That the result
was so one-sided, is chiefly due to the skill with which
Lieutenant Sterett handled his vessel, never allowing
himself to be boarded, and time and again raking his
antagonist at close range. The following is his report to
Commodore Dale:

““I have the honor to inform you that on the first of
August, I fell in with a Tripolitan ship-of-war, called the
Tripoli, mounting fourteen guns, commanded by Reis
Mahomet Sous. An action commenced immediately at
pistol shot, which continued three hours with incessant
firing. She then struck her colors. The carnage on board
was dreadful, she having twenty men killed and thirty
wounded ; among the latter was the captain and the first
lieutenant. Her mizzenmast went over the side. Agree-

! The title of this ruler is variously given as “ Bey,” “ Bashaw,”
or “ Pasha.”
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able to your orders I dismantled her of everything but an
old sail and spar. With heartfelt pleasure I add, that the
officers and men throughout the vessel behaved in the
most spirited and determined manner, obeying every
command with promptitude and alertness. We had not a
man wounded, and sustained no material damage in our
hull or rigging.”’

For this brilliant exploit, Sterett received the thanks
of Congress and a sword, while an extra month’s pay was
awarded to his officers and men. The reason that the
Tripoli was sent back to Tripoli dismantled instead of
being destroyed, was that the commodore’s orders from
the President did not allow him to take prizes. Jefferson
held that, under the Constitution, war had to be declared
by Congress, that all he could direct the squadron to do,
therefore, was to act on the defensive. This strict inter-
pretation of the Constitution undoubtedly tied Dale’s
hands somewhat up to the time (February, 1802) when
Congress passed an act that gave the President full war
powers. Still one would expect from Paul Jones’s favorite
lieutenant more than the barren results of the first year
of the Tripolitan War. The blockade, which at first had
been very annoying to the Bey of Tripoli, was gradually
relaxed, and, after the departure of Commodore Dale for
the United States in March, 1802, apparently amounted
to nothing. This blockade duty fell chiefly on the Phila-
delphia, Captain Samuel Barron, which, though in winter
quarters at Syracuse, was under orders from Dale to make
occasional excursions to Tripoli and Tunis during the
spring. According to the report of William Eaton, our
consul at Tunis, she appeared but once off Tripoli during
the winter and spring, and that only for six hours. Cap-
tain Barron made the excuse that the northerly winds were
“‘very common and excessively heavy,”” and prevented his
looking into Tripoli.
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Consul Eaton, who criticised Barron’s inefficiency, is
an interesting figure in the story of our war with Tripoli.
A veteran of the Revolution and a captain in the army at
the time he was appointed our representative in Tunis
(1797), he threw himself into the war with characteristic
energy, and spoke his opinions without tact or reserve.
His bitter criticism of Bainbridge for submitting the flag
to the insult it received from the Dey of Algiers, and his
equally scathing remarks about Captain Samuel Barron,
awoke against him the hostility, not only of Bainbridge
and the Barrons, but of all the naval officers on the station,
for they felt that his strictures had involved the honor
of the service. Perhaps it was on account of this hostility
that, when he suggested attacking Tripoli in the rear by
raising a force to the support of Hamet, the deposed
brother of the reigning Bey, Yusuf, his plan was disap-
proved by all the officers in the squadron. His idea was
to collect an army of adventurers under the banner of the
rightful ruler, Hamet, with which to attack Tripoli in
the rear; and, by a joint assault on land and sea, drive
Yusuf out of the city or, at least, bring him to terms.

THE SECOND YEAR OF THE WAR

The custom of enlisting men for one year embarrassed
the navy in the first year of the war with Tripoli as it
had done in the war with France, for all of Dale’s ships
had to be sent home on account of the expiration of the
terms of enlistment. The next enlistments, therefore, were
made for two years instead of one. The command of the
second squadron was given to Commodore Truxtun, the
hero of the French War. Unfortunately, as there seems
to have been a scarcity of captains at the time, no one
was appointed to command his flagship, the Constellation.
To act as captain for his own flagship, Truxtun felt to be
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a descent in grade, and, therefore, declined the post.
Since this amounted to a resignation, it cost the nation an
officer of the type most needed to prosecute the war against
Tripoli. The idea that departmental obstinacy was behind
the action in Truxtun’s case is suggested by the fact that
Richard V. Morris, his successor, was given an acting
captain for the flagship, without anything more being said
about it.

In the spring of 1802, the ships under Morris set sail
for the Mediterranean, one after another, as soon as they
were ready for sea. The squadron in the order of their
sailing, consisted of the following: the Chesapeake, flag-
ship, 36; the Adams, 28; the New York, 36; the John
Adams, 28 ; the Constellation, 36; and the Enlerprise, 12.
There were still on the station, the Philadelphia, Boston,
Essex, and George Washington; but the first and last of
these soon left for the United States.

The story of the operations that followed is a mass of
confusing detail. Great things were looked for from this
naval force, and the Bey of Tripoli was expected to submit
at once. As a matter of fact, during this second year of
the war the United States lost ground. The blockade was
ineffectual except to irritate Tunis and Morocco. In
May, 1803, the Americans made feeble overtures to buy
peace ; but, meanwhile, an American vessel, the Franklin,
had been seized, and her crew put in irons. These had to
be ransomed through Algiers for $35,000. Consul Eaton,
also, who was unable to get further in his plan on account
of a quarrel with Commodore Morris, left for the United
States. During the summer of 1803, however, two Tripoli-
tan cruisers were destroyed by the squadron, and there
were also some vigorous skirmishes against the enemy’s
gunboats, in which the younger officers won distinction.
But the results were nothing.

In September, Commodore Morris received a letter
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from the Secretary of the Navy, announcing that he was
suspended from duty and ordered home. The following
spring, a court of inquiry, composed unfortunately of
officers junior to Morris, found him ‘‘ecensurable for his
inactive and dilatory conduct of the squadron under his
command.’’2 Though for some reason no court-martial
followed, Morris was summarily dismissed from the service
by President Jefferson.

CoMMODORE PREBLE

‘While the court of inquiry was sitting on the case of
Captain Morris, a new squadron was being prepared, under
the command of Captain Edward Preble. The task of
fitting out the ships, especially the flagship Constitution,
consumed so much of the summer of 1803, that it was
August before the new commodore could set sail for the
Mediterranean. He had the following vessels in his
squadron, named in the order of sailing: Nautilus, 12,
Lieutenant Richard Somers; Philadelphia, 36, Captain
William Bainbridge; Vizen, 12, Lieutenant John Smith;
Constitution, flagship, 44, Lieutenant Robinson, acting
captain; Siren, 16, Lieutenant Charles Stewart; Argus,
16, Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, Jr. The Enterprise, 12,
Lieutenant Isaac Hull, already on the station, was to be
included; but Hull, being senior to Decatur, was to
exchange commands with him, because the Argus was
rated above the Enterprise. The small schooners and brigs
of this squadron were built and fitted to cruise in the
shoal waters about Tripoli, where the heavier frigates
could not follow.

The new commodore, like his predecessors, was a

? Captain Samuel Barron, who had himself been criticised by
Eaton for “inactive and dilatory conduet” in his blockade of
Tripoli, was president of this court.
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veteran of the Revolutionary War. He came from New
England, and was personally little known to the service,
especially as all the other officers, with the exception of
Hull, came from tre Southern or Middle States. His
naturally violeut temper was not improved by ill health,
and he had iron ideas about discipline. He reciprocated
the distrust which the younger officers felt toward their
hot-tempered, ‘‘taut’’ commander, for he complained that
they were only ‘‘school-boys.”” In fact, all the com-
manders of his flotilla were under thirty and their lieu-
tenants even younger. A year later, however, the mutual
regard between Preble and his young officers amounted
to warm affection.

The situation that confronted Commodore Preble was
not reassuring. During the two years and a half since
war had been declared, the American Navy had gained no
decided advantage; on the contrary, the other Barbary
powers, especially Moroceo, were growing more and more
restless and insolent, as is shown by the following incident :
Shortly after Bainbridge arrived at Gibraltar in the
Philadelphia, he learned that two Tripolitan cruisers were
off Cape de Gat. While in search of them he fell in with
a vessel belonging to the Emperor of Morocco, which upon
investigation, proved to be the American brig Celia, with
the captain and seven of the erew confined below decks.
‘When Bainbridge threatened to hang the Moorish com-
mander for piracy, the latter produced an order from the
Governor of Tangiers, authorizing him to capture Amer-
ican vessels. Bainbridge then returned to Gibraltar with
his prize, and, upon the arrival of the Constitution, re-
ported to Preble the case of the Celia.

The commodore, realizing that Morocco must be dealt
with promptly, dispatched the Vizen and the Philadelphia
to blockade Tripoli while he, with the remainder of the
squadron, joined with Commodore Rodgers and the home-
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bound frigates, New York, Boston, and John Adams, to
make a demonstration at Tangiers. The display of this
naval force had instant effect. The Emperor hastily
shifted the responsibility for the capture of the Celia on
the Governor of Tangiers—whom he publicly disgraced—
and tried to placate the American officers by gifts. The
negotiations concluded with a ratification of the old treaty
of 1786, without any payment whatever on the part of
the United States.

Meanwhile the Vizen and the Philadelphia had taken
up their station, blockading the port of Tripoli on October
17. About a fortnight later Bainbridge received informa-
tion of two Tripolitan war vessels cruising in the Medi-
terranean. Judging that they were probably going west-
ward toward the Straits, he dispatched the Vizen to look
for them off Cape Bon, a station also which he thought
much safer for the little schooner than the coast of Tripoli,
at a time when the autumn gales had begun.

Towards the end of October (1803) the Philadelphia
was driven away by one of these storms. As she was
returning to her station on the morning of the 31st, she
sighted a Tripolitan vessel making for the harbor. The
following account, adapted from Captain Bainbridge’s
report to the Secretary of the Navy, describes the disaster
that resulted:

‘“Misfortune necessitates my making the most distress-
ing communication of my life, and it is with deep regret
that I inform you of the loss of the United States frigate
Philadelphia, under my command, by being wrecked on
rocks between four and five leagues to the eastward of =
the town of Tripoli. The circumstances relating to this
unfortunate event are as follows:

‘“ At nine A.M., being about five leagues to the eastward
of Tripoli, I saw a ship inshore of us, standing before
the wind to the westward. I immediately gave chase,
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whereupon she hoisted Tripolitan colors and continued her
course very near the shore. About eleven o’clock I had
approached the shore to seven fathoms of water, and
commenced firing at her, continuing our fire and running
before the wind until half-past eleven. Being then in
seven fathoms of water and finding our fire ineffectual to
prevent her getting into Tripoli, I gave up the pursuit,
and was bearing off the land, when we ran on the rocks,
in twelve feet of water forward, and seventeen feet abaft.
Immediately we lowered a boat from the stern, sounded,
and found the greatest depth of water astern. Aeccord-
ingly, I laid all sails aback ; loosed topgallant sails, and set
a heavy press of sail canvas on the ship, with the wind
blowing fresh, to back her off. I also cast three anchors
away from the bows, started the water in the hold, hove
overboard the guns, excepting some abaft to defend the
ship against the gunboats which were then firing on us.
But I found all this ineffectual. Then I made the last
resort of lightening her forward by cutting away the fore-
mast, which carried the main topgallant mast with it.”’

In testifying before the court of inquiry held in June,
1805, Lieutenant David Porter added a few more details
to Captain Bainbridge’s account at this point. After the
resort of cutting away the foremast had failed to release
the Philadelphia’s bows, ‘‘orders were then given to the
ship’s carpenter to go forward and bore holes through the
ship’s bottom, and the gunner to drown the magazine by
turning the cock and securing the key. Orders were then
given to destroy everything that could be rendered of
any use to the enemy.”’

““Striking on the rocks,”” continues Captain Bain-
bridge, ‘‘was an accident not possible for me to guard
against by any intimation of charts as no such shoals were
laid down on any on board. Every careful precaution
(by keeping three leads heaving) was made use of, on
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approaching the shore to effect the capture of the Tripoli-
tan cruiser; and, after the ship struck the rocks, all pos-
sible measures were taken to get her off. I determined
not to give her up as long as a hope remained, although
all the while we were annoyed by gunboats, which took
their position in such a manner that we could not bring
our guns to bear on them, not even after cutting away a
part of the stern to effect it.

‘““We stood the fire of the gunboats for four hours.
By the end of that time, as my officers and I had no hope
of getting the frigate off the rocks, and we could see a
reinforcement coming out from Tripoli—which there was
not the smallest chance of our injuring by resistance—we
decided, in order to save the lives of brave men, that
there was no alternative but the distressing one of hauling
our colors down and submitting to the enemy, whom
chance had befriended. .

““The gunboats, in attacking, fired principally at our
masts. Had they directed their shot at the hull, they
undoubtedly would have killed many. . . . The ship
was taken possession of a little after sunset, and in the
course of the evening I, and all the officers, with part of
the crew were brought ashore and carried before the
Pasha. . . . We had lost everything but what was on
our backs, and even part of that was taken off.”’

The attempts to scuttle the ship proved to be failures;
for, two days later, she was floated off the reef at high
tide, her guns were raised and remounted by her captors,
and she was towed into Tripoli practically as good as ever.

The Kaliusa reef, on which the Philadelphia struck,
was, as Bainbridge says, not located on the charts; and
yet it is so extensive as to make the omission noteworthy,
for it stretches several miles parallel to the coast, here and
there broken by channels. It only intensifies the mis-
fortune of Bainbridge to know that if he had kept on a
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little farther before bearing up, he would have passed
through one of these channels safely. If, also, he had held
his course toward Tripoli, in the wake of the ketch, he
would have eseaped grounding.

The imprisonment of the Philadelphia’s people turned
out to be a long one; but, for the officers, at least, not
especially severe. They were allowed free intercourse,
and, through the kind efforts of the Danish consul, Nissen,
were able to buy back their books. By means of these
books, Captain Bainbridge with his first lieutenant, David
Porter, conducted for the midshipmen the first naval
school in the history of the American service. Through
Mr. Nissen, also, Captain Bainbridge was enabled to carry
on a secret correspondence with Commodore Preble.
Throughout their long captivity the officers wore away
the heavy hours in laying futile plans for escape. The
men, however, received none of the consideration shown
to the officers. They were ill-fed, worse lodged, and
worked and beaten like slaves; but they seem to have stood
their captivity surprisingly well. There were but six
deaths and very little sickness during the whole nineteen
months of captivity.

Captain Bainbridge’s officers, realizing his distress of
mind, were hardly in their prison quarters before they
drew up a memorial to assure him of their sympathy and
respect. ‘‘Wishing to express our full approbation of your
conduct, concerning the unfortunate affair of yesterday,’’
it ran, ‘““we do conceive . . . that every exertion was
made and every expedient tried to get her off and to defend
her, which either courage or abilities could have dictated.’’
Commodore Preble, also, as soon as he heard the unwel-
come news, wrote Bainbridge a comforting letter, with-
out even a hint of criticism.

But the latter had every reason to feel depressed. His
career in the navy, though brief, had been singularly un-
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fortunate. During the French War he had been captured
and imprisoned ; he was still smarting under the criticism
of Eaton and others for the mortifying incident of the
George Washington; and this final disaster strengthened
the hands of the Bey of Tripoli to an extent hitherto not
conceivable.

If. Commodore Preble had realized the seriousness of
his task on taking command of the third squadron, he now
felt the difficulties of his situation increased tenfold by
the loss of the Philadelphia. The Tripolitans now pos-
sessed in the Philadelphia a larger fighting ship than they
had ever owned before, and at the same time the loss to
the American squadron amounted to a large proportion of
its force, for it left but a single frigate, the Constitution,
besides the small brigs and schooners. In this way, Preble’s
operations were crippled at the very outset; and the mere
holding for ransom of 300 American prisoners gave the
Bey of Tripoli a further tremendous advantage, for he
knew that the officers, especially, had influential friends
who would bring pressure upon the Government to accept
almost any terms of peace that he might dictate.
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THE WAR WITH TRIPOLI (CONTINUED)

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PHILADELPHIA

THE news of the capture of the Philadelphia imme-
diately suggested the idea of cutting her out or destroy-
ing her. Bainbridge outlined a plan in one of his secret
letters to Preble, and, even before this was received, Preble
and Decatur had been discussing a similar course of action.
As soon as the subject was mentioned by the commodore,
Decatur eagerly volunteered to cut out the Philadel-
phia with his ship, the Enterprise; so when Lieutenant
Stewart arrived in the Siren and offered to perform the
same service, Preble informed him that Decatur was
already promised the honor. The commodore, believing
that it was impossible to save the frigate, decided not to
try to cut her out but to destroy her at her moorings. The
scheme was greatly helped by the capture of a Tripolitan
ketch, the Mastico, whose Mediterranean rig would enable
her to slip into the harbor without raising the suspicion
that the Enterprise would have been sure to create.

When Decatur assembled the officers and men of the
Enterprise, told them of the intended expedition, and
called for volunteers, every officer, man, and boy stepped
forward. From this number, five officers—Lieutenants
James Lawrence, Joseph Bainbridge, and Jonathan
Thorn, Surgeon Lewis Hermann, Midshipman Thomas
Macdonough—and sixty-two men were chosen. To these
were added five officers from the Constitution—Midship-
men Ralph Izard, John Rowe, Charles Morris, Alexander
Laws, and John Davis—and a Sicilian pilot, Salvatore
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Catalano, who was familiar with the harbor of Tripoli.
On February 15, the day before the destruction of the
frigate, Lieutenant Stewart sent a boat to the Intrepid
with Midshipman Thomas O. Anderson and six men.
The boat party remained on board the Intrepid, and
shared in the attack on the Philadelphia. The following
story of the expedition has been taken from the Auto-
biography of Charles Morris,® one of the midshipmen
detailed from the Constitution:

“The brig Siren, Lieutenant Stewart, was to accom-
pany us, to assist with her boats, and to receive the crew
of the ketch (which had been named the Intrepid) in
case of her destruction, which was considered probable.
The officers were told to take only a single change of
linen, and no time was allowed to prepare stores, as we
embarked within an hour after receiving notice and sailed
immediately, on the evening of the 3d of February, 1804.
Combustibles had been previously prepared and placed in
the vessel, with ship’s provisions for two or three weeks’
supply. A Maltese had also been obtained to accompany
us as pilot into the harbor, with which he was well
acquainted. We arrived in sight of Tripoli about the
10th, but the wind was fresh from the westward, with
strong indications of an approaching gale.” . .. [Because
of the heavy sea the entrance was decided to be unsafe.]
“The attempt was abandoned for the time, and the vessels
weighed again to get beyond the view of the town before
daylight. This was not done without some difficulty, as
the gale increased rapidly. It continued for four or five-
days with great violence, and drove us considerably to

1 A native of Palermo, he apparently joined the squadron at
Malta and is referred to by Preble, also, as a “ Maltese.” He was
for many years afterwards a sailing master in our navy.

? Edited by Professor James S. Soley, U. S. N., and published
for the first time in the Naval Institute Proceedings, vol. vi,
(1880). Reprinted by permission.
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the eastward, and at one time nearer the coast than was
agreeable.

““Qur situation on board was far from comfortable.
The commander, three lieutenants, and the surgeon occu-
pied the very small cabin. Six midshipmen and the pilot
had a platform laid on the water-casks, whose surface they
covered when they lay down for sleep, and at so small
a distance below the deck that their heads could reach it
when seated on the platform. The marines had corre-
sponding accommodations on the opposite side, and the
sailors had only the surface of the casks in the hold. To
these inconveniences were added the want of any room on
the deck for exercise, and the attacks of innumerable
vermin, which our predecessors, the slaves, had left behind
them. The provisions proved to be decayed and
offensive.

“‘On the morning of the 16th, we again obtained sight
of Tripoli, with light winds, pleasant weather, and a
smooth sea, and stood in for the town. By arrangement,
the Siren kept far without us during the day, and her
appearance had been so changed as to lull all suspicion of
her being a vessel of war. The lightness of the wind
allowed us to keep up all appearance of an anxious desire
to reach the harbor before night, without bringing us too
near to require any other change than the use of drags,
which eould not be seen from the city. All the crew were
also kept below, excepting six or eight persons at a time,
that suspicion might not be awakened by unusual num-
bers; and such as were visible were dressed as Maltese.

¢ As the evening advanced, our drags were taken in,
so that we were within two miles of the eastern entrance
at dark, the Siren being some three miles without us.
The concerted arrangements were for the ketch to wait for
the boats of the Siren to join us after dark, that they might
accompany us to the attack; but as the sun descended, the
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wind grew fainter, and there was good reason to appre-
hend that any delay in waiting for the boats might ren-er
it very difficult for the ketch to reach the ship. Decatur,
therefore, determined to proceed without waiting, and
accompanied his decision with the remark, ‘the fewer the
number, the greater the honor.” One boat from the Siren,
with six men, had joined us a few days before, and was
still with us.

“‘The final arrangements were now made, and the
respective duties of the several officers, which had been
previously allotted, were again specified and explained.
The presumed number of our enemy was stated, and the
necessity for our utmost exertions enjoined upon us. The
watchword ‘Philadelphia’ was issued to be used as a
means of recognition ; and as we advanced into the harbor,
strict silence was enjoined and observed. The injunction,
however, appeared to be unnecessary. No one appeared to
be disposed to enter into conversation, but [each] to be
absorbed by his own reflections. My own thoughts were
busy, now reverting to friends at home, now to the perils
we were about to meet. Should I be able to justify the
expectations of the former by meeting properly the
dangers of the latter? . . . The officers and crew were
directed to conceal themselves as much as possible, except-
ing some six or eight. Most of the officers could be dis-
tinguished by their dress, and they required concealment
more than the sailors. Fortunately, owing to the loss of
some articles, which had been replaced by loan from the
crew, my own dress corresponded to theirs, which
enabled me to keep near Decatur, who I supposed would
naturally be among the first to leave the ketch. The wind
wafted us slowly into the harbor, the water was smooth,
and the young moon gave light enough to distinguish
prominent objects. One battery was passed, and the
Philadelphia was in view near several smaller vessels, and
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the white walls of the city and its batteries were before us.
We steered directly for the frigate, and at last the anxious
silence was broken by a hail from her, demanding our
character and object. Then might be seen the eager move-
ment of the heads of the officers and crew who were
stretched on the deck, ready to leap forward at the word
of their commander, but still resting in silence. The
conversation was kept up between the frigate and the
ketch through our pilot, acting under the dictation of
Decatur. We alleged the loss of our anchors during the
last gale, which was true, as a reason for wishing to make
fast to the frigate till morning, and permission was
obtained ; but just as the ketch was about coming in con-
tact with the frigate, the wind shifted, blowing lightly
directly from the frigate, and it left us at rest abeam and
about twenty yards from her. This was a moment of
great anxiety. We were directly under her guns, motion-
less and powerless, except by exertion which might betray
our character. The Siren’s boat was, however, in tow,
and was leisurely manned and took a rope to make fast
to the ship. She was met by a boat with another rope,
when both were united, and each boat returned to its
vessel. This rope was passed along the deck and hauled
upon by the crew as they lay stretched upon it, and the
vessels brought gradually mnearer each other. When
nearly in contact, the suspicions of the enemy appeared
to be aroused, and the cry of ¢ Americanos!’ resounded
through the ship. In a moment, we were near enough,
and the order ‘ Board!’ was given; and with this ery
our men were soon on the decks of the frigate. The
surprise had been complete; there was no time for any
preparation, and the enemy made scarcely a show of
resistance. A few were killed, one was made prisoner,
and the remainder leaped overboard and probably reached
their cruisers which were anchored near the ship. .
6
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“ The plan of attack, prescribed by our commander,
was for united action to obtain possession of the
ship, with the exception of a boat to intercept com-
munication with the shore, and for the surgeon and a
few men to secure the ketch to the ship. When posses-
sion was secured, each lieutenant, with a midshipman and
specified men, was to receive a portion of the prepared
combustibles, and distribute them in designated parts of
the berth deck, and in the forward store rooms, and a
smaller party under a midshipman to do the same in the
cockpit, and there await orders to set fire, that all might
be done at the same time, and give all a chance for safe
retreat. The party for the cockpit was assigned to my
charge. My object in keeping near Lieutenant Decatur
when we were approaching the ship was that, by watching
his actions, I could be governed by these rather than by
his orders when the boarding should take place. It was
well that this course was taken, for Decatur had leaped
to the main chain plates of the frigate, before the order
to board was given. I had leaped with him, and, probably,
more favored by circumstances, was able to reach the
deck by the time he had gained the rail. The enemy were
already leaping over the opposite side, and made no resist-
ance; but Decatur, under the supposition that he was the
first on board, was about to strike me, when I accidentally
turned and stayed his uplifted arm by the watchword
and mutual recognition. On my way to my station, after
examining the cabin, and when passing forward, we met
again under similar circumstances. Passing through the
wardroom, which I found deserted, I awaited in the cock-
pit the men who had gone for the combustibles. These
were so delayed that we had none when the order was
given to set fire; but as they came a moment after, they
were distributed, and fire communicated before we left
our station. In the meantime, the fire on the deck above



The Burning of the Pkiladelphia 83

us had communicated so rapidly that it was with no small
difficulty and danger that our party reached the spar
deck by the forward hatchways. All the others had
already joined the ketch, except Decatur, who remained
on the rail till all others were on board; and the bow of
the ketch had already swung off from the ship when he
joined us by leaping into the rigging of the ketch. .

In less than twenty minutes the ship had been carried, the
combustibles distributed and set on fire, and all our party
were again on board the ketch. By great exertions the
two vessels were separated before the fire, which was
pouring from the ports of the ship, enveloped the ketch
also.

““Up to this time, the ships and batteries of the enemy
had remained silent, but they were now prepared to act;
and when the crew of the ketch gave three cheers, in
exultation of their success, they received the return of a
general discharge from the enemy. The confusion of the
moment probably prevented much care in their direc-
tion, and though under the fire of nearly a hundred
pieces for half an hour, the only shot which struck the
ketch was one through the topgallant sail. We were in
greater danger from the ship, whose broadside commianded
the passage by which we were retreating, and whose guns
were loaded and were discharged as they became heated.
We escaped these also, and while urging the ketch onward
with sweeps, the crew were commenting upon the beauty
of the spray thrown up by the shot between us and the
brilliant light of the ship, rather than calculating any
danger that might be apprehended from the contact. The
appearance of the ship was indeed magnificent. . . .
Favored by a light breeze our exertions soon carried us
beyond the range of their shot, and at the entrance of
the harbor we met the boats of the Séren, which had been
intended to co-operate with us, whose crews rejoiced at



84 The United States Navy

our success, while they grieved at not having been able
to participate in it. . . . The success of this enterprise
added much to the reputation of the navy both at home
and abroad.’’

In confirmation of this final remark of Morris, it may
be added that Nelson, who was then blockading Toulon,
generously described the exploit as ‘‘the most bold and
daring act of the age.”’

TaE BOMBARDMENT OF TRIPOLI

During the winter and spring of 1804, Commodore
Preble maintained as strict a blockade on Tripoli as the
weather would allow, and kept two or three of his vessels
cruising the Mediterranean in search of any Tripolitan
that might have taken advantage of a gale to escape.
Meanwhile, he arranged with the King of Sicily for the
use of six small, flat-bottomed gunboats and two bomb
vessels, together with some extra guns and ninety-six
Neapolitan seamen. As soon as these vessels were ready,
he proceeded to bombard Tripoli with his entire force.
Aside from the gunboats, which carried one long 24-
pounder apiece, and the bomb-ketches, each of which
mounted a 13-inch mortar, the American attacking force
consisted of the frigate Comnstitution, the brigs Siren,
Argus, and Scourge, and the schooners Vizen, Nautilus,
and FEnterprise. The schooners and brigs, however,
mounted nothing but carronades, and the only guns fit
for the purpose of bombardment were the long guns of
the Constitution and of the unwieldy gunboats. Against
this force was a walled city, strongly fortified, having
115 guns, most of them heavy. Besides these, the Tripoli-
tans had a navy of a brig, two schooners, two large
galleys, and nineteen gunboats. The complement of men
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on these vessels alone amounted to more than all under
Preble’s command.

It was not till August 3 that the weather permitted
an attack. Under cover of the bombs and the fire from
the heavier vessels, the six gunboats, in two divisions,
advanced to attack the two divisions of Tripolitan gun-
boats which had advanced beyond the line of rocks that
sheltered the harbor. The rest of the enemy’s shipping
and the batteries opened at once in reply. Of the two
divisions of American gunboats, Lieutenant Richard
Somers commanded the first division, Nos. 1-3; and Lieu-
tenant Stephen Decatur the second, Nos. 4-6.

The following from Preble’s report to the Depart-
ment describes the attack:

‘““In an instant the enemy’s shipping and batteries
opened a tremendous fire, which was promptly returned
by the whole squadron at grape shot distance; at the
same time, the second division of three boats, led by the
gallant Captain® Decatur, was advancing with sails and
oars to board the eastern division of the enemy, consisting
of nine gunboats. Our boats gave the enemy showers of
grape and musket balls as they advanced ; the Tripolitans,
however, soon closed, and the pistol, sabre, pike, and
tomahawk were made use of by our brave tars.

““Captain ®* Somers, being in a dull sailer, made the
best use of his sweeps, but was not able to fetch far
enough to windward to engage the same division of the
enemy’s boats which Captain Decatur fell in with; he,
however, gallantly bore down with his single boat on five
of the enemy’s western division, and engaged within pistol
shot, defeated and drove them within the rocks in a shat-
tered condition and with the loss of a great number of
men.

-

3¢ Captain ” by courtesy, as he was in command of a division,
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‘‘Lieutenant [James] Decatur, in No. 2, was closely
engaged with one of the enemy’s largest boats of the
eastern division, which struck to him, after having lost a
large proportion of men; and at the same instant that that
brave officer was boarding her to take possession, he was
treacherously shot through the head by the captain of
the boat that had surrendered ; which base conduct enabled
the poltroon (with the assistance received from other
boats) to escape. . . . Captain Decatur, in No. 4, after
having with distinguished bravery boarded and carried
one of the enemy of superior force, took his prize in tow
and gallantly bore down to engage a second,* which, after
a severe and bloody conflict, he also took possession of.

Lieutenant Trippe, of the Vizen, in No. 6, ran
alongside one of the enemy’s large boats, which he boarded
with only Midshipman Henley and nine men—his boat
falling off before any more could get on board; thus was
he left to eonquer or to perish, with the odds of thirty-six
to eleven. The Turks, however, could not withstand the
ardor of this brave officer and his assistants—in a few
minutes the decks were cleared and her colors hauled
down. . . . Lieutenant Trippe received eleven sabre
wounds, some of which were very severe; he speaks in
the highest terms of Mr. Henley, and those who followed
him. . . .

“‘Lieutenant Decatur was the only officer killed, but

* Decatur believed that this second vessel was the one that
had struck to his brother a few moments before, and that in killing
her commander he had avenged his brother’s death. Morris,
however, agreeing with Preble, says in his memoizs that the
treacherous pirate escaped. At all events, Stephen Decatur very
nearly lost his own life in his hand to hand grapple with the
Tripolitan commander. One of his seamen, Daniel Frazier, already
wounded, interposed his own head to catch the blow of the scimitar,
aimed for Decatur.
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in him the service has lost a valuable officer. . . . The
enemy must have suffered very much in killed and
wounded, both among their shipping and on shore. Three
of their gunboats were sunk in the harbor, several of
them had their decks nearly cleared of men by our shot,
and a number of shells burst in the town and batteries,
which must have done great execution.’’

On the 7th of August, four days later, the squadron
again bombarded Tripoli, but on this occasion none of the
enemy’s vessels advanced to attack at close quarters.
During this attack, gunboat No. 9° blew up, killing and
wounding eighteen of her crew. Among the killed were
Lieutenant Caldwell and Midshipman Dorsey.

The same day brought the frigate John Adams with
the new commissions of the officers connected with the
destruction of the Philadelphia, and with the unwelcome
news that Preble would be superseded in command by
Captain Samuel Barron. This was apparently unavoid-
able, as the Secretary of the Navy was careful to point
out to Commodore Preble, because Barron was senior
to him ; but the fact hurt Preble, and aroused the indigna-
tion of every officer under him. The outcome more than
justified their feeling.

Meanwhile, Preble pushed his operations with all vigor.
Under a hundred difficulties such as lack of water, lack
of men, insufficient or worthless stores, and scurvy, Preble
maintained his blockade, and three times again bombarded
the city with all his guns. This policy so greatly disturbed
the Bey, that he began to moderate very decidedly his
terms of ransom and peace.

8 The three Tripolitan gunboats that had been captured (see
page 86) were rerigged and taken into service as Nos. 7, 8, 9.
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TaE INTREPID DISASTER

The summer campaign of 1804, however, closed with
a melancholy episode. ‘‘Desirous of annoying the enemy
by all the means in my power,”” wrote Commodore Preble
to the Department in his report, ‘I directed to be put in
execution a long contemplated plan of sending a fire
ship, or infernal, into the harbor of Tripoli in the night for
the purpose of endeavoring to destroy the enemy’s ship-
ping and shatter the Pasha’s castle and town. Captain
Somers, of the Nautilus, having volunteered his services,
had, for several days before this period, been directing
the preparation of the ketch Intrepid, assisted by Lieu-
tenants Wadsworth and Israel. About 100 barrels of
powder and 150 fixed shells were apparently judiciously
disposed on board her. The fuses, leading to the maga-
zine where all the powder was deposited, were calculated
to burn a quarter of an hour.

“‘September 4, the Intrepid being prepared for the
intended service, Captain Somers and Lieutenant Wads-
worth made choice of two of the fastest rowing boats in
the squadron for bringing them out after reaching their
destination and firing the combustible materials which
were to communicate with the fuses. Captain Somers’
boat was manned with four seamen from the Nautilus,
and Lieutenant Wadsworth’s with six from the Constitu-
tion. Lieutenant Israel accompanied them. At eight in
the evening, the Intrepid was under sail and standing
for the port with a leading breeze from the eastward.
The Argus, Vizen, and Nautilus convoyed her as far as
the rock. On her entering the harbor, several shots were
fired at her from the batteries. In a few minutes, when
she had apparently nearly gained the intended place of
destination, she suddenly exploded, without her people’s
having previously fired the room filled with splinters
and other combustibles. These were intended to create a
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blaze in order to deter the enemy from boarding while
the fire was communicating to the fuses which led to the
magazine. The effect of the explosion stunned their
batteries into profound silence—not a gun was afterward
fired for the night. The shrieks of the inhabitants in-
formed us that the town was thrown into the greatest
terror and consternation by the explosion of the maga-
zine and the bursting and falling of shells in all diree-
tions. The whole squadron awaited with the utmost
anxiety to learn the fate of the adventurers from a signal
previously agreed on in case of success—but waited in
vain; no signs of their safety were to be observed. The
Argus, Vizen, and Nautilus hovered around the entrance
of the port till sunrise, when they had a fair view of the
whole harbor—not a vestige of the ketch or boats was to
be seen. One of the enemy’s largest gunboats was missing
and three others were seen very much shattered and
damaged, which the enemy were hauling on shore.
“From these circumstances, I am led to believe that
those boats were detached from the enemy’s flotilla to
intercept the ketch without suspecting her to be a fire
ship. The boat afterwards missing suddenly boarded her.
The gallant Somers and the heroes of his party, observing
the other three boats surrounding them, and no prospect
of escape from them, . . . put a match fo the train
leading directly to the magazine, which at once blew the
whole into the air, and terminated their existence. My
conjectures respecting this affair are founded on a reso-
lution which Captain Somers and Lieutenants Wadsworth
and Israel had formed, neither to be taken by the enemy
nor suffer him to get possession of the powder on board
the Intrepid. They expected to enter the harbor without
discovery, but had declared that if they should be dis-
appointed and the enemy should board them before they
reached the point of destination in such force as to leave
them no hopes of safe retreat, that they would put a mateh
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to the magazine and blow themselves and the enemy up
together—determined as there was no exchanging of
prisoners, that their country should never pay ransom
for them, nor the enemy receive a supply of powder
through their means.’’

Captain Bainbridge was permitted to see the bodies
when they came ashore the next day, but all were so
mangled as to make recognition out of the question.
According to him, no damage whatever was done the
Tripolitans; so Preble was probably mistaken in his idea
regarding the injury sustained by the enemy’s gunboats.

The loss of the Intrepid’s crew was felt deeply
throughout the squadron. Somers, especially, seemed to
have a brilliant future in store for him, having many fine
qualities in common with Decatur, whose dearest friend
he had been from boyhood. After the war, the officers
of the squadron subseribed to the erection of the monu-
ment, now in the United States Naval Academy grounds,
honoring the memory of the six comrades who fell before
Tripoli: Somers, Caldwell, James Decatur, Wadsworth,
Israel, and Dorsey.

Tuae FiNAL YEAR oF THE WAR

Shortly after the Intrepid disaster, Commodore
Barron arrived with the frigates President and Constella-
tion, bringing as passenger Tobias Lear, former consul-
general to Algiers, who had full powers to negotiate with
the Bey of Tripoli; and in December Commodore Preble
sailed for New York on the John Adams. The new com-
modore had under his flag about twice the force that
Preble had commanded, but the glory of the war ended
with Preble’s departure from the Mediterranean. Com-
modore Barron was, at the time, in wretched health and
soon became incapable of command. When, finally, he
was compelled to give up his duties, in the spring of 1805,
he was succeeded by Commodore Rodgers. The latter then
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had under his pennant five frigates and seven schooners
and brigs, the largest of all the American squadrons
assembled before Tripoli.

Meanwhile, the energetic Eaton had managed to inter-
est the authorities of Washington in his scheme of backing
the deposed Hamet in an effort to regain his throne by
means of a land attack against Tripoli. Eaton was author-
ized to go to Egypt and do what he could, relying on such
assistance as the fleet could afford. Starting at Cairo,
he collected a motley array of Arabs and freebooters,
including Hamet and some of Hamet’s officials. This
horde he drove by sheer forece of will through the desert
to the frontiers of the provinee of Tripoli, and captured
the city of Derne.® The attack on the city was led in
person by Eaton, who was shot through the wrist in the
final charge. The fall of Derne thoroughly frightened
the Bey, and Eaton was looking forward to a triumphant
march on Tripoli when he was met by the humiliating
news that he must abandon Derne, because peace had
already been concluded on the 10th of June, 1805. Consul
Lear, who disliked Eaton and had opposed his plans, had
during Eaton’s operation hastily agreed to a treaty of
peace with the Bey of Tripoli, involving the payment of a
ransom of $60,000 for the captives from the Philadelphia.
Apparently, neither Rodgers nor Bainbridge made any
objection to the terms; but that any money should have
been paid when a large fleet lay off the batteries of Tripoli
and Eaton with an army threatened a revolution in the
province itself, seems inexcusable.”

¢In this attack Eaton was supported by the fire of the sloop
Hornet, the brig Argus, and the schooner Nautilus.

" Commodore Preble wrote to Eaton that he was sure ‘“the
Senate feel that just sense of indignation which they ought at the
sacrifice of national honor which has been made by an ignominious
negotiation.”” Preble Papers, quoted by Allen, Our Navy and the
Barbary Corsairs, p. 254.
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The treaty was satisfactory, however, in that it did
away with all annual tribute for the future. Hamet, who
was left in the lurch at Derne, became thereafter a pen-
sioner of the United States. KEaton was honored by the
State of Massachusetts with a grant of 10,000 acres of
land ; but he was embittered by the outcome of his efforts
to secure an honorable peace, and up to his death in 1811,
he was engaged in disputes over that brilliant but luckless
expedition.

The war with Tripoli was the beginning of the move-
ment of the civilized world to shake off the yoke of the
Barbary pirates. The operations of our little fleet, under
Preble, brought honor to the nation é4nd to the service in
the eyes of Europe, and at the same time they gave a
practical schooling in warfare to the officers of all grades,
but especially to the younger men, who later won fame
in the War of 1812,

In the popular mind, the hero of the Tripolitan War
was Stephen Decatur, and there is no question as to his
distinetion in the brilliant personal qualities of courage
and dash. But the officer who deserved first honors was
Commodore Preble. Where others failed with large squad-
rons, he succeeded with the smallest. He introduced
iron discipline into the service at a time when it was most
needed, and yet became the idol of his officers and men,
because he was as jealous of their success and reputation
as of his own. The difficulties that had proved insur-
mountable to others he overcame. And he inspired his
subordinates with ideals of chedience, courage, and effi-
ciency that have ever since been the standards of the
American Navy.



VI

THE WAR OF 1812—CAUSES AND EARLY
EVENTS

IMPRESSMENT

THE causes of the War of 1812 were mainly the
impressment of American seamen, the restrictions upon
our commerce by the British Orders in Council and the
Napoleonic Decrees, and the Indian troubles in the
Northwest—the responsibility for all of which was
charged, at least by many, against England.

Great Britain at the close of the eighteenth century
entered upon a struggle with Napoleon that was so desper-
ate as to require well-nigh all her resources, both of men
and of food and war materials. For her gigantic navy
she was constantly experiencing difficulty in finding a
sufficient number of seamen. The duty required of them
was hard and irksome. Further, many who might other-
wise be available were drifting into the rapidly growing
American merchant marine. The Yankee ships offered
more comfort and very much higher wages. Some sea-
men of British birth sailing in our ships had become
naturalized American citizens; others were deserters
from the Royal Navy. It made little difference. Ing-
land claimed the right of seizing them wherever found
and impressing them into her navy. For at. this time and
for many years to follow she held to the principle, “Once
a subject, always a subject.”” Thus her warships fre-
quently stopped an American merchantman on the high
seas and took off deserters. This was bad enough, but
when mistakes were made and American-born seamen
were removed, there was sharp resentment. The case in
which the United States frigate Chesapeake was thus

93



94 The United States Navy

treated by His Majesty’s ship Leopard caused a sense
of national humiliation and an indignation that lasted
for years.

TaeE CHESAPEARE-LEOPARD INCIDENT

The British had been blockading some of our ports
to enforce their orders, and several of the vessels on this
duty had been very bold in impressing sailors even within
a league of our shores. One of these blockaders in Chesa-
peake Bay had even chased an American revenue cutter
with the Vice-President of the United States on board.
On the other hand, from the Melampus, a British block-
ader in the Chesapeake, five of the crew deserted, one
night in February, 1807, and three of them later enlisted
on the United States frigate Chesapeake. A demand was
made for their return by the British minister at Wash-
ington, and while the correspondence was going on, five
more men deserted from the Haltfax, and also took service
on the Chesapeake. The authorities at Washington made
an investigation, but having been convinced that the
deserters were Americans, refused to give them up. This
refusal was reported to Vice-Admiral Berkeley at Halifax,
who at once sent an order to the commanders of all British
vessels on the North Atlantic station, requiring them
to watch for the Chesapeake at sea, and search her
for deserters.

On June 22, 1807, as the Chesapeake set sail from
Hampton Roads to relieve the Constitution in the Medi-
terranean, His Majesty’s ship Leopard, which had been
lying at Lynnhaven, followed her, and when well outside
of the jurisdiction of the United States, the British vessel
spoke the American. Captain James Barron of the Chesa-
peake, supposing the message to be of a peaceful char-
acter, hove to, and received an officer from the Leopard
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who came aboard with Admiral Berkeley’s order. Barron
refused to give up the men, whereupon the British frigate
at once opened fire. The American vessel had just under-
gone repairs; her powder horns were empty, rammers
could not be found, matches had been mislaid, and but few
of her guns were mounted. After a number of broadsides
had been fired at close range by the Leopard, First Lieu-
tenant Allen managed to discharge one gun in return by
means of a live coal from the galley. Meanwhile, twenty-
one shot had struck the Chesapeake’s hull, her foremast
and mainmast had been carried away, the rigging had been
badly cut, and three men had been killed and eighteen
wounded. Barron thereupon hauled down his flag. The
British boarding party found only one man of the
Halifax’s crew, for the rest had deserted before the
Chesapeake sailed, but they took off three other men, all
Americans. Barron attempted to throw his ship on the
British captain as a prize, but the latter, refusing to
accept it, left the American vessel to find her way back
to port as best she might.?

The Chesapeake affair angered the nation as had
nothing of its kind since the battle of Lexington. But
Jefferson sought to avert war. In the negotiations which
followed, England was ready to make reparation, but the
President thought he could secure with it an abandon-
ment of impressments and demanded also the latter.
Since this was refused, many months of wuncertainty
passed, and it was not until 1811 that Great Britain made-
a formal disavowal of the wrong by restoring to the United
States three of the four men who had been seized—the
fourth had been hanged at the yardarm as a deserter.

1Captain Barron was court-martialed and found guilty of
neglecting, on the probability of an engagement, to clear his
ship for action. He was suspended for five years without pay.
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RestricTioNs Uron CoMMERCE

The French Revolution, beginning in 1789 and fol-
lowed soon by wars in which most of Europe including
Great Britain was involved, so engrossed the people of
the several countries that more and more of the commerce
and carrying trade fell to America. For two decades
profits were enormous and shipping grew by leaps and
bounds. Thus in 1790 the total exports of the country
amounted to $19,000,000; five years later $26,000,000
worth of merchandise was brought from French, Spanish,
and Dutch possessions to the United States, and thence
re-exported. In 1806 the value of the re-exports had
grown to $60,000,000. The magnitude of the foreign
trade can be seen further by a comparison with later
times. In 1810 when the population was about one-tenth
that of 1900, and the total national wealth was one-fortieth
or one-fiftieth that of the later year, American ships in
foreign trade were carrying actually a greater volume
of trade.?

The conditions that obtained during this period are
closely parallel to those of a century and some odd years
later in the first years of the World War, when again
America was the neutral power and profited from the
great demands for ships and cargoes.

It is not strange that England became alarmed over
the future of her maritime supremacy, and being goaded
on also by the economic phase of her war with Napoleon,
passed many restrictive measures.

The British courts having felt the pressure of public
opinion handed down a decision on the “Kssexr case.”
By a previous act, the “Rule of 1756,” neutral ships could
not in time of war engage in a trade forbidden them in

*For a fuller discussion of the growth of the American mer-
chant marine see Krafft and Norris, Sea Power in American
History, chap. iv.
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time of peace; e.g., trade between a country and its colon-
ies. American merchants, however, had got around this
by bringing the goods from a French or a Spanish colony
first to an American port, and, after landing them and
paying the duty, reshipping them to I'rance or Spain (or
vice versa) ; the drawback of the duty which was granted
made this highly profitable. In the FEssex case a cargo
was thus taken from Barcelona to Havana via Salem.
But the highest legal authority in England ruled that
since the cargo was never intended for the American
market, the broken voyage did not make the trade lawful.
As a result of this decision, “about 120 vessels were seized,
several condemned, all taken from their course, detained,
or otherwise subjected to heavy losses and damages.” 3
Great Britain, as the next step, now ordered a general
blockade against France from the Elbe to Brest, and a
close blockade from the Seine to Ostend (Order in Coun-
cil of May 16, 1806). Napoleon retaliated with his
famous Berlin Decree (November 21, 1806), proclaim-
ing “that the British Islands were thenceforward in a
state of blockade; that all correspondence and commerce
with them was prohibited ; that trade in English merchan-
dise was prohibited; and that all merchandise belonging
to England or (even if neutral property) proceeding from
its manufactories or colonies, is lawful prize.” *
England now countered with a second Order in Coun-
cil, more drastic than the first, and Napoleon answered
with a Decree that was scarcely less than confiscation.
American commerce was in consequence ground between
the “upper and nether millstones.” President Jefferson’s
remedy for all these wrongs was “peaceable coercion.”
In 1807 he declared an embargo on all foreign shipping,

® Monroe to Fox, American State Papers, Foreign Relations,
II1, 114.

¢ Mahan, War of 1812, I, 142.
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which lasted fifteen months. This cost the New England
merchants alone $8,000,000; it was extremely unpopular
at home and injured America much more than it
did Europe.

Orders in Council and Decrees now followed fast,
one after another, in this economic warfare, in which
America also took part as she issued her Embargo and
Non-Intercourse Acts. Napoleon was by far the worst
offender, but he played his game so skilfully that popular
feeling in America turned chiefly against England.

Several British statesmen tried hard to avert war with
the United States. The lack of bread in England, the
distress of her manufacturing towns, and her already
great burden in the European War made them hesitate
before entering upon further hostilities. The Prince
Regent also did his utmost. Thus the Orders in Council
restricting American trade were revoked about the middle
of 1812, but the action came too late.

Ixpian TroUuBLES

While the negotiations between Washington and
London and Paris had been proceeding, settlers had been
pushing on in the Northwest. Already there was the
desire for more space, and land speculators were pressing
the Indians for further cessions. Against them Tecumseh
attempted to organize the Indians that they might unite
in refusing to cede more lands and oppose the settlers’
progress.

The Indians had obtained their guns and ammunition
from British traders in Canada. Making much of this,
the land speculators argued through their spokesmen in
Congress that the only way to bring peace to the North-
west was to remove the British from Canada. The West,
largely represented by young men in Congress, had as
their leader Henry Clay from Kentucky, and they were
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becoming a strong faction. Clay in a speech declared:
““The conquest of Canada is in your power. . .. Is it noth-
ing to extinguish the torch that lights up savage warfare ¢
Is it nothing to acquire the entire fur-trade connected
with that country ¢’ Clay, who had been elected Speaker
of the House, was with his followers so insistent on
aggressive measures that they were dubbed the “War
Hawks.” Their opponents charged that they had as their
real motive territorial conquest.

TaE PRESIDENT AND THE LITTLE BELT

Meanwhile another unpleasant affair occurred at sea.
On May 1, 1811, the British frigate Guerriére, off New
York harbor, had boarded the American brig Spitfire and
impressed a passenger, a native of the United States.
Immediately, Captain John Rodgers in the President was
ordered to seek the Guerriére. Rodgers had already been
put in command of a squadron of frigates and sloops,
with orders to defend on the open sea all vessels of the
United States from molestation by foreign armed ships.

While searching for the Guerriére, on May 16, 1811,
fifty miles off Cape Henry, he sighted a strange vessel.
At eight o’clock that evening, though within hailing dis-
tance, be could not make out in the darkness the stranger’s
identity. The latter, after two hails from the President,
replied with a shot, which struck the American vessel’s
mainmast. Captain Rodgers at once returned the com-
pliment. After a battle that lasted fifteen minutes, the
foreign corvette, which turned out to be the sloop of war
Lattle Belt, gave up the unequal contest. She had been
badly cut up, and had lost nine killed and twenty-three
wounded. Captain Rodgers stood by during the night,
and next day offered assistance; but the English captain
refused the proffered aid, and continued his voyage.
This incident embittered the feeling between the two
countries still more.
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THE DECLARATION OF WAR

President Madison had called the Congress together
on November 4, 1811, and this body had at once voted
an army of 35,000 regulars and 50,000 volunteers. To
the navy, the President had devoted in his message only
three lines. Congress appointed a committee to consider
the feasibility of building war vessels, and this committee
suggested that twelve ships-of-the-line and twenty frigates
should be built to protect our coasts. But Congress, still
dominated by a Jeffersonian opposition to naval arma-
ments as expensive and subversive of political freedom,
rejected the report by a vote of sixty-two to ﬁfty-'nine.
Politicians could not see that privateers and the loss of
trade were far more expensive than ships-of-war, nor did
they yet realize that a well-managed navy would promote
patriotism and bring back national self-respect. Congress
contented itself in making an appropriation of $600,000
for timber for future warships and while in secret
session it passed another embargo, April, 1812, intended
to prevent the sapping of our seamen and supplies to aid
England in her Peninsular War. Like the other embar-
goes, the Non-Intercourse Act, and similar legislation,
this law also failed in its object. On June 1, 1812, the
President sent a message to Congress urging that war be
declared against Great Britain, for the reasons that the
latter country had ruined America’s trade by her Orders
mm Council, had practically blockaded American ports,
and had impressed American seamen into the service of
her navy. Congress passed the necessary act, and on June

19, 1812, war was declared.
We thus see that the causes which led to war were:

(1) impressment of American seamen, and (2) restric-
tions upon American commerce resulting from the British
Orders in Council, the Decrees of Napoleon, and the
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retaliatory Embargo and Non-Intercourse Acts. With
these there was a third cause, Indian trouble in the
Northwest (justifying, as some maintained the taking of
Canada). The last, though not proclaimed by the Presi-
dent, had undoubted weight with the section of the country
that clamored for war.

THE NAVIES OF TB< UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN

At the outbreak of the war there were sixteen service-
able war vessels in our navy; among them there was not
a single ship-of-the-line, but they included the three
splendid 44-gun frigates, United States, Constitution, and
President, which were superior to any frigate in the
British Navy. The personnel of the navy also was at a
high pitch of efficiency, for nearly all the officers and
many of the seamen had seen active service in the French
War and in the war with Tripoli.

Besides these sixteen men-of-war, there were 257 gun-
boats which had been built in the years immediately pre-
ceding the war; for Jefferson, who strongly opposed a
navy, placed great faith in these gunboats, which were
intended for coast defence. These, however, proved to
be utterly worthless, and need not be considered as any
part of our naval force.

On the other hand, Britain’s navy in 1812 ‘‘stood at
a height never reached before or since by that of any
other nation.”’ 3 According to the London T@mes of that
year, England ‘‘had from Halifax to the West Indies
seven times the armament of the whole American Navy.””
Two years later, by the abdication of Napoleon, she had
her entire navy free to use against the United States, a
huge fleet of 219 ships-of-the-line and 296 frigates, besides
a larger number of corvettes.

® Roosevelt, Naval War of 1812, p. 22.
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TaHE CHASE OF THE BELVIDERA

Shortly after the declaration of war, Commodore
Rodgers, with his squadron (the only vessels ready for
immediate service) consisting of his flagship, the Presi-
dent, 44; the Umited States, 44, Captain Decatur; the
Congress, 36, Captain Smith ; the Hornet, 18, Master-Com-
mandant Lawrence; and the Argus, 16, Lieutenant Sin-
clair, left New York on June 21, with the intention of capt-
uring the homeward-bound plate fleet from Jamaica. On
June 23, Rodgers’ squadron sighted the British frigate
Belvidera, 36, Captain Byron. The President was over-
hauling the enemy, and when she came within gunshot, the
American vessel, by means of her bow guns, killed and
wounded nine men. At this juncture a main-deck gun on
the President burst, and in the ensuing confusion, Captain
Byron escaped. The President had lost much ground by
yawing and firing harmless broadsides. By this chase,
Commodore Rodgers was taken far out of the course of the
plate fleet. He now proceeded to Newfoundland and
thence across the Atlantic and back to Boston, where he
arrived on August 31, with seven prizes, all merchantmen.

HuLL’s Escape FROM BRORE’S SQUADRON

The Belvidera, after her escape, carried the news of
war to Halifax, and acting on this information Vice-
Admiral Sawyer, on July 5, 1812, sent a squadron under
Captain Philip Bowes Vere Broke to cruise against the
United States. This squadron consisted of the flagship
Shannon, 38; the Belvidera, 36, Captain Byron; the
Africa, 64, Captain Bastard; the Aeolus, 32, Captain
Townsend ; and the Guerriére, 38, Captain Dacres. On
the 16th, the British vessels captured the United States
brig Nautilus, of 14 guns. On the same afternoon, off
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Barnegat, they made out a strange sail standing to the
northeast. This was the Constitution, Captain Hull.
When on the following morning they discovered that she
was an American frigate, they began a chase, remarkable
for its duration, and for the skill with which the Constitu-
tion was handled.

Commodore Charles Morris, at this time first lieu-
tenant on the Constitution, gives in his autobiography an
interesting account of this chase:

‘““The ship [the Constitution] had been ordered to
New York to meet and join other vessels under the com-
mand of Commodore Rodgers, and our course was directed
accordingly. We had proceeded beyond the Delaware,
but out of sight of land, when, on the afternoon of the
16th [July, 1812], we discovered four vessels at a great
distance to the northwest, and a single ship to the north-
east, from which quarter a light wind was then blowing.
The wind changed to the southward about sunset which
brought us to windward, and we stood for the ship, the
wind being very light. The chase was evidently a frigate,
and the first impression was that she might be a part of
Commodore Rodgers’ squadron. By eleven p.M. we were
within signal distance, and it was soon apparent that she
was not an American man-of-war. There being no appre-
hension that a British frigate would make any attempt
to avoid an engagement, Captain Hull felt justified in
delaying any nearer approach till daylight of the 17th,
when our newly-collected and imperfectly disciplined
men would be less likely to be thrown into confusion.
The ship was accordingly brought to the wind with her
head to the southward and westward, under easy sail,
with a light wind from the northwest. The other ship did
the same at about two miles’ distance. The watch not
on duty were allowed to sleep at their quarters, and the
officers slept in the same manner.
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‘“As the following morning opened upon us, it dis-
closed our companion of the night to be a large frigate,
just within gunshot, on the lee quarter, and a ship-of-the-
line and three other frigates, a brig, and a schooner, about
two miles nearly astern, with all sails set, standing for
us, with English colors flying. All our sails were soon
set, and the nearest frigate, fortunately for us, but with-
out any apparent reason, tacked and immediately wore
round again in chase, a maneuver that occupied some
ten minutes, and allowed us to gain a distance, which,
though short, proved of utmost importance to our safety.
By sunrise our ship was entirely becalmed and unman-
ageable, while the ships astern retained a light breeze till
it brought three of the frigates so near, that their shot
passed beyond us. The distance, however, was too great
for accuracy, and their shot did not strike our ship.

““Our boats were soon hoisted out, and the ship’s head
kept from the enemy, and exertions were made to increase
our distance from them by towing. This, and occasional
catspaws, or slight puffs of wind, enabled us to prevent
their closing, but as their means were equal to ours, we
could gain nothing. A few guns were fired from our
sternports, but so much rake ® had been given to the stern,
that the guns could not be used with safety and their
further use was relinquished. All means were adopted
that seemed to promise any increase of speed. The ham-
mocks were removed from the nettings, and the cloths
rolled up to prevent their unfavorable action; several
thousand gallons of water were started and pumped over-
board, and all the sails kept thoroughly wet to close the
texture of the canvas.

““While making all these exertions, our chances for
escape were considered hopeless. For many years the
ship had proved a very dull sailer, especially during the

% Slant or inclination.
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late cruise, and it was supposed that the first steady
breeze would bring up such a force as would render
resistance of no avail, and our situation seemed hopeless.
At about eight a.m., one of the frigates called all the
boats of the squadron to her, and, having arranged them
for towing, furled all sails. This brought her toward us
steadily, and seemed to decide our fate. Fortunately for
us, a light breeze filled our sails and sent us forward a
few hundred yards, before her sails could be set to profit
by it.

““With our minds excited to the utmost to devise
means for escape, I happened to recollect that, when
obliged by the timidity of my old commander, Cox, to
warp the President in and out of harbors where others
depended on sails, our practice had enabled us to give her
a speed of nearly three miles an hour. We had been on
soundings the day before, and, on trying, we found
twenty-six fathoms. This depth was unfavorably great,
but it gave me confidence to suggest to Captain Hull the
expediency of attempting to warp the ship ahead. He
acceded at once, and in a short time (about seven A.M.)
the launch and the first cutter were sent ahead with the
kedge and all the hawsers and rigging, from five inches
and upward, that could be found, making nearly a mile
of length. When the kedge was thrown, the men hauled
on the connecting hawser, slowly and carefully at first,
till the ship was in motion, and gradually increasing until
a sufficient velocity was given to continue till the anchor
could be taken ahead again, when the same process was
repeated. In this way the ship was soon placed out of
the range of the enemy’s guns and by continued exertions
when the wind failed, and giving every possible advantage
to the sails when we had air enough to fill them, we pre-
vented them from again closing very near us.

“‘The ship which we had first chased gained a position
abeam of us about nine A.M., and fired several broadsides,
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but the shot fell just short of us, and only served to
enliven our men and excite their jocular comments. The
exertions of neither party were relaxed during this day
or the following night. There was frequent alternation
of calms and very light winds from the southeast, which
we received with our head to the southwestward. When
the wind would give us more speed than with warping and
towing, the boats were run up to their places, or sus-
pended to the spars in the chains by temporary tackles,
with their crews in them, ready to act again at a moment’s
notice.

‘“At daylight of the second day, on the 18th, it was
found that one frigate had gained a position on our lee
bow, two nearly abeam, one on the lee quarter about two
miles from us, and the ship-of-the-line, brig, and schooner,
three miles from us in the same direction. The wind had
now become tolerably steady, though still light. The
frigate on the lee bow tacked about four A.M., and would
evidently reach within gunshot if we eontinued our course.
This we were anxious to avoid, as a single shot might
eripple some spar, and impede our progress. If we tacked,
we might be exposed to the fire of the other frigate on
the lee quarter; but as she was a smaller vessel, the risk
appeared to be less, and we also tacked soon.

“‘In passing the lee frigate at five, we expected a
broadside or more, as we should evidently pass within
gunshot; but, from some unexplained cause, Lord James
Townsend, in the Aeolus, of 32 guns, suffered us to pass
quietly, and tacked in our wake, while the others soon
took the same direction. We had now all our pursuers
astern and on the lee quarter, and as the wind was grad-
ually increasing, our escape must depend on our superi-
ority of sailing, which we had no reason to hope or expect.
Exertions, however, were not relaxed. The launch and
first cutter, which we dared not lose, were hoisted on
board at six A.M., under the directions of Captain Hull,
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with so little loss of time or change of sails, that our
watching enemies could not conceive what disposition was
made of them. This we afterward learned from Lieu-
tenant Crane, who was a prisoner in their squadron. The
sails were kept saturated with water, a set of skysails
was made and set, and all other sails set and trimmed to
the greatest advantage, close by the wind. The ship
directly astern gained slowly, but gradually, till noon;
though, as the wind increased, our good ship was going at
that time at the unexpected rate of ten knots an hour.
At noon we had the wind abeam, and as it gradually
freshened, we began to leave our fleet pursuer. Our ship
had reached a speed of twelve and a half knots by
two P.M. Our hopes began to overcome apprehension, and
cheerfulness was more apparent among us.

““Though encouraged, we were by no means assured,
as all the ships were still near and ready to avail them-
selves of any advantage that might offer. About six p.M.,
a squall of wind and rain passed over us, which induced
us to take in our light sails before the rain covered us
from the view of the enemy; but most of them were soon
replaced as the wind moderated.” When the rain had
passed, we had evidently gained a mile or more during its

"This was a skilful ruse on the part of Hull to deceive the
enemy. ‘ He immediately let everything go by the run, apparently
in the utmost confusion, as if unable to show a yard of canvas—
his sails. were hauled up by the brails and clewlines. The enemy,
perceiving this, hastened to get everything snug, before the gust
should reach them; but no sooner had they got their sails furled,
than Captain Hull had his courses and topsails set, and the
Constitution darted forward with great rapidity. So coolly,
however, did he proceed, that he, . . . though pressed by a
pursuing enemy, attended personally to hoisting his launch and
other boats, while the ship was going at ten knots through the
water. . . . The British squadron cut adrift all their boats, and,
after they abandoned the chase, spent two or three whole days in
cruising to pick them up.” Naval Monument, pp. 8-9.
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continuance. Still the pursuit was continued, and our
own ship pressed forward to her utmost speed. The
officers and men again passed the night at quarters. At
daylight, on the morning of the 19th, our enemies had
been left so far astern that danger from them was consid-
ered at an end, and at eight A.m. they at last relinquished
the chase and hauled their wind.® Our officers and crew
could now indulge in some rest, of which the former had
taken little for more than sixty hours.

‘¢ Captain Hull deservedly gained much reputation for
this difficult retreat from a greatly superior force, when
superior numbers and other circumstances gave the enemy
great advantages. . . . If they had concentrated their
efforts at an earlier period to bringing up some one of
their ships within fair range, or had adopted our plan of
warping at any time during the early part of the chase,
they could hardly have failed to inflict such damage as
would have prevented our escape, after our dependence
was reduced to our sails. The result may be remembered
as an evidence of the advantages to be expected from
perseverance under the most discouraging circumstances,
so long as any chance of success may remain.”’®

Captain Isaac Hull, by reason of his coolness, great
perseverance, good seamanship, and readiness to take
suggestions of his subordinates, had completely out-
maneuvered five British captains. This feat in eluding
Broke’s squadron, and his fight shortly afterwards with
the Guerriére, according to Roosevelt, ‘‘place him above
any single-ship captain of the war.”’

8 That is, came up into the wind.
® The Autobiography of Commodore Morris, pp. 51-55.



VII

THE CAPTURES OF THE GUERRIERE AND
THE MACEDONIAN

THE CONSTITUTION AND THE GUERRIERE

TaE Constitution, having been prevented by Broke’s
squadron from entering New York, proceeded to Boston,
where she arrived July 27, 1812. Captain Hull at once
dispatched letters to New York and Washington, renewed
supplies, and prepared for active service. When he had
delayed just long enough to learn that there were no
orders from Commodore Rodgers awaiting him in New
York, Hull put to sea on August 2. His haste, Morris
says, was due to his ‘‘apprehension of being blockaded
by the enemy’s squadron’’; but probably he was also
influenced by his eagerness to try issues with the British,
and by the likelihood that his ship would soon be given to
a captain higher on the list. As it turned out, he had a
narrow escape in getting to sea; for, on the day following
his departure, orders came from Washington which would
have held him in port for weeks and perhaps months. It
was well for Hull, thus sailing without orders, that he
could give a good account of himself upon his return.

After an uneventful cruise to Halifax, he took his
station off Cape Race, where he might intercept ships
bound to or from Quebec or Halifax. Here he seized two-
Britich brigs, saved an American prize from being recapt-
ured, and retook an American brig that had been seized
by the British. At this point he heard that Broke’s
squadron was on the western edge of the Grand Banks.
He therefore took a course southward, intending to pass
near the Bermudas. On the evening of August 18, he

109
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saw a sail, and giving chase overhauled it in two hours.
It proved to be an American privateer, the Decatur,
which, in attempting to escape its supposed foe, had
thrown twelve of its fourteen guns overboard. From the
Decatur Hull learned that a British ship of war had
been seen the day previous standing to the southward.
He immediately resolved to give chase.

At one p.M., August 19, when the Constitution was in
latitude 41° 42’ N., longitude 55° 48" W.r (about 750
miles east of Boston), the lookout at the masthead made
out a sail somewhat south of east. Two hours later the
sail could be seen to be a large ship on the starboard tack
under easy canvas, close hauled to the wind, which was
blowing fresh from the northwest. Hull was eager to
engage a British frigate, and, being to windward, he came
rapidly down until he was within three miles, when he
ordered the light sails taken in, the courses hauled up, and
the ship cleared for action. The stranger, which proved
to be the Guerriére, had, in the meantime, shown her
willingness to engage by backing her main topsail and
waiting for her ememy to approach. The American
responded smartly, intending to come to close quarters at
once.

If the Constitution held to her course, Captain Dacres
of the Guerriére saw that his enemy might pass under
his stern and rake. To prevent this, Dacres fired a broad-
side when his antagonist was barely within range and
then wore, firing the other broadside as he came about.
The Constitution, which had displayed an ensign and a
jack at each masthead, also fired occasionally, and yawed
to prevent being raked. Thus the frigates maneuvered for
three-quarters of an hour, each giving the other no advan-

1 Letter of Captain Hull, August 30, 1812, to the Secretary of
the Navy. :
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tage, but inflicting no injury. The Guerriére then gave
the Constitution an opportunity to come into close action
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PLAN OF THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE CONSTITUTION AND THE GUERRIERE
Avugust 19, 1812

by bearing up and sailing slowly under topsails and jib
with the wind on her quarter. Hull, seeing Dacres’ will-
ingness, ordered the man at the wheel to steer directly
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for the British ship, and had the main topgallant sail set
that he might close at once; further, he instructed his
gunners to cease firing.

As the Constitution approached, the Guerriére opened
vigorously with her stern chasers, to which the Constitu-
tion could give mno effective reply without yawing, a
maneuver which would prevent the American from coming
at once into close action. In obedience to Hull’s orders,
his gunners endured this fire in silence, but made every
preparation to strike a telling blow when the word should
be given, and double-shotted their guns with round and
grape.

It was at 5.55, according to Captain Hull’s report,
that he came alongside the Guerriére within half pistol
shot. At the signal a heavy fire burst from his starboard
battery as each gun bore on the Guerriére. Hull had
struck his first blow, and the enemy fairly staggered
from the shock. Just before the battle, as the American
ensign was unfurled, the crew of the Constitution had
given three cheers, ‘‘requesting to be laid close alongside
the enemy.’”” And now when their desire was promptly
granted, they responded nobly to the supreme test and
maintained a cool and well-directed fire in the face of a
furious cannonade from the Guerriére. It was only six
to eight weeks since Hull had shipped his crew, many of
whom were raw hands. But the weeks had been filled with
constant practice, and early in this battle the practice
began to tell. The main yard of the Guerriére was shot
away in the slings, and fifteen minutes after she had been
engaged at close quarters her mizzenmast was struck by
a 24-pound shot, and went by the board, knocking a hole
in her starboard counter. On seeing this, Hull is said to
have exclaimed, ‘‘Huzza, my boys! We have made a brig
of her!”’ ’

The mast, falling on the starboard side, acted
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as a drag, and, though the helm was put hard over,
brought the ship’s head up. As the Constitution
then drew ahead, Hull luffed short round the Guerriére’s
bows. The loss of braces, with spanker and mizzen top-
sails disabled, prevented his coming to as quickly as he
desired,? but he poured in two raking broadsides, swept
her decks with grape, and put several holes in her hull
between wind and water. He then attempted to wear that
he might retain the advantage of position and perhaps
rake again, but as he brought the ship before the wind
the bowsprit of the Guerriére fouled the port mizzen
rigging of the Constitution.

Each side now thought of boarding. With the British
it was indeed a last desperate chance to retrieve the day.
But as they were assembling on the forecastle of the
Guerriére, the American sailors were being drawn up on
the quarter-deck of the Constitution. Captain Dacres,
seeing what preparation had been made to receive his
men, and considering how slow and difficult it would be
to cross over because of the rough sea, gave up the
attempt.

So near were the two forces to each other, that an
American sailor who had discharged his boarding pistol,
enraged that he had missed his man, threw the pistol and
struck him in the chest. Marksmen in the tops, mean-
while, inflicted severe losses on each side; in fact, nearly
all the losses that the Constitution suffered during the
engagement occurred at this time. Lieutenant Bush of
the American marines, who in organizing the boarding-
party had exposed himself on the Constitution’s quarter-
deck, was killed ; Lieutenant Morris, while attempting to
pass some turns of the mainbrace over the Guerriére’s
bowsprit to hold the two ships together, was severely

* Autobiography of Commodore Morris, p. 56.
8
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wounded ; Mr. Alwyn, the master, also sustained a slight
injury; and Captain Hull escaped only because a devoted
sailor who saw him mounting an arm-chest forcibly drew
him back and begged he would not get up there unless
he took off ‘‘those swabs,’’ pointing to his epaulets. Nor
did the British suffer less; among the wounded were
Captain Dacres (shot through the back), Mr. Scott, the
master, and Mr. Xent, the master’s mate.

The ships soon drew apart, but the bowsprit of the
Guerriére, striking the taffrail of the Constitution, slacked
the British ship’s forestay; and as the foreshrouds on the
port side had been mostly shot away, the foremast fell
over on the starboard side, crossing the mainstay. The
jerk suddenly given to the mainmast—not very sound—
caused that to fall; and thirty minutes after fighting at
close quarters had begun, according to Hull’s statement,
the Querriére was left without a spar except the bowsprit.
The Constitution sailed ahead of the Guerriére and again
took a position to rake, but the British, seeing the useless-
ness of further fighting, fired a gun to leeward as signal
of submission.

The Constitution then set fore and mainsails, and
hauled a short distance to the east to repair damages.
All her braces and much of her standing and running
rigging had been injured, and some spars had been shot
away. A slight fire, caught in the cabin from the wadding
of the enemy’s guns, had to be extinguished. A half hour
sufficed for reeving mew braces and making temporary
repairs, whereupon the Constitution wore and returned
to the Guerriére.

The British had during the interim employed all hands
in clearing away the wreckage. They had rigged up a
spritsail, but when the Constitution again bore down, the
spritsail yard carried away, and the ship fell into the
trough of the sea, with her main-deck guns rolling under.
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It was hard for the British to acknowledge defeat on
their own element, the sea, but there was no alternative.
The small boat sent by the Comnstitution returned with
Captain Dacres, and the formal surrender took place.

A few more broadsides would have sent the Guerriére
to the bottom. As it was, the lieutenant placed in charge
of the prize hailed next morning at daylight to say that
there was four feet of water in the hold. The possibility
of taking her into port was so slight that Hull decided
on her destruction; and having removed the prisoners, he
set fire to her and biew her up on the afternoon of the
20th. As he had completed the repairs of the Constitution
about the same time, he set sail for Boston.

The New England States had been opposed to the war
at the outset, and more than once during the dreary con-
flict their discontented citizens threatened secession. How-
ever, on Hull’s arrival there was no lack of enthusiasm.
A splendid entertainment was given by the citizens of all
parties in Boston to the victorious captain and his officers;
other cities and the officers’ respective States honored
them with similar spirit, and Congress, besides giving a
vote of thanks, appropriated $50,000 as prize money.
The encouragement gained from -capturing a British
frigate was certainly needed after the disgraceful sur-
render of Detroit, which occurred within the same week.

The victory also had an important influence on the
naval policy of the nation. In the years following the
war with Tripoli many prominent statesmen were strongly
in favor of doing entirely away with the navy as had
been done after the Revolution. And on the outbreak of
the second war with England, the administration, having
no confidence in its ships when opposed to the over-
whelming forces of England, was inclining to the course
of preventing their capture by holding them locked in
the fortified harbors. The victory of the Constitution
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made permanent the establishment of the navy, and
induced the Government to give the ships their share in
the fighting.

Exultation in America and depression in England
were both marked with extravagance. Strangely enough,
when the British officers had seen the Constitution in the
West Indies and the Mediterranean, they had spoken
slightingly of her, as of the other ‘‘Yankee’’ frigates.?
The low estimation put on their power is indicated by
Dacres’ entry on the register of the American brig John
Adams, as he fell in with her two or three days before
meeting the Constitution: ‘‘Captain Dacres, commander
of His Britannic Majesty’s frigate Guerriére, of 44 guns,
presents his compliments to Commodore Rodgers, of the
United States frigate President, and will be very happy
to meet him, or any other American frigate of equal force
to the President, off Sandy Hook, for the purpose of
having a few minutes’ téte-d-téte.”” Thus, in meeting a
sister ship of the President, Dacres got precisely what he
sought.

The opinions of the British on the inferior qualities
of the American frigates were now quickly reversed. Cap-
tain Dacres, before the court-martial which tried him for
the loss of his ship, testified to the American’s ‘‘superior
sailing”’ which ‘‘enabled him to choose his distance.”’
And an officer of the Guerriére wrote home shortly after
the fight: ‘‘No one that has not seen the Constitution
would believe there could be such a ship for a frigate;

3The English people as a whole underrated the power of their
enemy. The Morning Post, the organ of the Government, had
observed shortly before the loss of the Guerriére: “ A war of a
very few months, without creating to England the expense of a
single additional ship, would be sufficient to convince America of
her folly by a mnecessary chastisement of her insolence and
audacity.” Quoted by Coutts, Famous Duels of the Fleet, p. 244.



The United States and the Macedonian 117

the nearest ship in the British Navy, as to her dimensions
and tonnage, is the Orion, of 74 guns.”’

A comparison of the two forces will show at a glance
that, courage and skill being at all equal, there really
could be no excuse for the Americans’ not winning:

Guns Broadside- Crew Killed Wounded Total

weight
Constitution ...... 55 736* 468 7 7 14
Guerriére ......... 49 570 263 15 63 78

Yet the British had fought with the French and Spanish
against odds fully as great, and had won. They had come
to think British courage and discipline much more than
an offset for a few additional guns. Now, as they sud-
denly apprehended, they were dealing with quite a differ-
ent foe. They had also to face the fact that the disparity
in force, which, according to Roosevelt’s estimate, was
about as three to two, was very much less than the dis-
parity in losses, so that the advantage was very decidedly
with this new foe.

Tae UNITED STATES AND THE MACEDONIAN

In the first frigate action of the war there is some
weight to be given to the explanation that the Guerriére
was not an English-built ship (she had been captured
from the French six years before), and that at the end
of a long cruise she was very much in need of overhauling.
In the second action this was not at all the situation.
The British frigate, the Macedonian, 38 guns, just out of
drydock, and built only two years before, was supposed

* American shot regularly was lighter than British of the
same size. To bring the two to a like standard, subtract from
the figures given for American guns one-eighteenth, following the
suggestion of James (Naval Occurrences, p. 10); Roosevelt would
make a reduction slightly larger than James, or seven per cent.
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to be one of the finest ships of her class in the Royal Navy.
Her captain, John Surman Carden, gave the closest atten-
tion to the personnel as well as to the discipline of his
erew. To such men as he found below the standard he
gave opportunity to desert; those whom he found efficient
he held under strictest rule; and with his able lieutenant,
David Hope, drilled them daily in seamanship and
gunnery. ‘

The ship that was to engage in duel with the Mace-
donmian was the Uwited States, 44 guns, commanded by
Captain Stephen Decatur. She had left Boston, October
8, 1812, in Commodore Rodgers’ squadron. The other
ships of the squadron, the President, Congress, and Argus,
returned after a three months’ cruise, having accom-
plished little. Decatur had parted company after three
days out, and it was on October 25, 1812, off the Canary
Islands (lat. 29° N., long. 29° 30" W.) that he encountered
the Macedonian.®

Carden, who was less than a month out from Ports-
mouth, had heard at Madeira that the American frigate
Essex was in the vicinity, and as the lookout at the mast-
head early on the morning of the 25th reported a sail
twelve miles distant on the lee beam, Carden made haste
and stood over in its direction. Instead of the Essex,
inferior to his ship in power, he was about to meet the
United States, which was decidedly superior. Yet had he
known who the stranger was, it is probable he would have
been scarcely less eager for an engagement. The utmost
confidence prevailed on board the Macedonian, and neither
Carden nor his lieutenant, Hope, was the kind of English-
man that is careful in considering the odds against him.
Carden had not yet learned of the fate of the Guerriére.

S Letter of Captain Decatur, October 30, 1812, to the Secretary
of the Navy.



STeEPHEN DECATUR, JR.
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In the crew of the Macedonian were seven Americans
impressed into the British Navy. They had heard only
rumors of the existence of war between the two countries;
but when they saw the preparations for battle and an
American frigate approaching, one of their number, Jack
Cand, known among his shipmates for his bravery,
addressed the ecaptain, requesting that they might be
regarded as prisoners of war and be excused from fighting
against their own flag. Captain Dacres, although short
of men, had in precisely the same situation allowed the
Americans to go below. Captain Carden, never too gentle
with his crew, roughly ordered the man to his quarters,
threatening to shoot him if he made the request again.
It was a hard fate for Cand, whichever course he took, and
he was killed during the battle by a 24-pound shot.

The Macedonian, on first sighting the Uwmted States,
was sailing northwest by west, and in closing had the
advantage of the weather-gage.® The wind was blowing
fresh from the south-southeast.

Decatur, wishing to secure a better position, just before
coming into range wore round on the port tack and
hauled short up. The Macedonian, by continuing on the
course she was then sailing, would have ecrossed the
United States’ bow at short range and would have entered
at once into close action.” This was what Lieutenant
Hope advised. But in so doing the Macedonian must have
relinquished the weather-gage. Rather than do this
Carden hauled close to the wind, still keeping his distance.
Had he been fighting the Essex, as he still supposed,

® Weather-gage: the term applied to the position of a ship to
windward of another; in the days of sailing vessels this was
regarded as a decided advantage, for it gave the ship possessing
it in battle, everything else being equal, the greater speed and
facility in maneuvering.

" Court-martial of Captain Carden.
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Carden’s decision would have been wise, for that ship,
though well equipped with carronades, was weak in long
guns. As it was, he gave his enemy a decided advantage,
for the United States excelled in long guns of unusual
weight.

When the ships passed on opposite tacks, the United
States fired, but the distance was too great to inflict
injury. The Macedonian, which had already shown her-
self much the faster sailer, then wore in pursuit and
caught up with her enemy, reaching a position, at long
range, off the American’s port quarter. An exchange of
broadsides cost the United States her mizzen topgallant
mast, and the Macedonian her gaff-halyards and mizzen
topmast, the latter falling into her maintop. This loss
deprived the Macedonian of her superiority in sailing. As
long as the two ships sailed on parallel courses or yawed
to fire a full broadside, the advantage was not of position
but of long guns, and the latter was decidedly with the
United States. To overcome this superiority, and to bring
his ship near enough to use her carronades, Carden
changed from a parallel to a converging course. Decatur
yawed and fired a broadside; and then, running ahead a
little to prevent the Macedonian from closing, he repeated
the maneuver. On came the Macedonian, exposing her
starboard bow to the United States; whereupon the latter,
by a severe diagonal fire, dismounted all the carronades
on the starboard side of the Macedontan’s quarter-deck
and forecastle and at the same time damaged her hull and
disabled many of the crew.

If in time of peace there had been considerable sullen-
ness among the crew of the Macedonian because of the
stern rigidity of the discipline and the cruel use of the
lash, as is reported, the men certainly showed admirable
spirit in fighting. ‘‘Our men kept cheering with all their
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might,”’ wrote Samuel Leech,® a boy serving one of the
guns. ‘‘I cheered with them, though I confess I scarcely
knew for what. Certainly there was nothing very inspirit-
ing in the aspect of things where I was stationed. So
terrible had been the work of destruction round us, it
was termed the slaughter-house.”” After many gruesome
details he continues, ‘‘Our men fought like tigers. Some
of them pulled off their jackets, others, their jackets and
vests; while some, still more determined, had taken off
their shirts, and, with nothing but a handkerchief tied
around the waistband of their trousers, fought like
heroes.”” Mr. Hope, the first lieutenant, was wounded by
an iron ring torn from a hammock by a shot. ‘‘He went
below, shouting to the men to fight on. Having had his
wound dressed, he came up again, shouting to us at the
top of his voice, and bidding us fight with all our might.”’
This lieutenant had been brutal in enforeing discipline
and in administering extreme penalties for slight offenses;
and the gunner’s boy pauses in his narrative to observe
that there was not a man in the ship who would not have
rejoiced if something much larger had struck the petty
tyrant.

At 10.15, when the United Slates had been pouring in
an effective fire for half or three-quarters of an hour,
Decatur laid his maintopsail to the mast and allowed the
Macedonian to come into close action. But it was too
late to be of any benefit to the Englishman, who had only
his main-deck guns remaining, and the maneuver but
increased the disparity of forces. A few minutes after
eleven the Macedonian had her mizzenmast shot away;
her fore and maintopmasts were also shot away at the
caps, her lower masts were wounded, and she had received
more than 100 shot in her hull. No longer steadied by
her sail, she was rolling her main-deck guns under, while

8 In his Thirty Years from Home, p. 132, fI.
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the Umted States, having no sail she could not set but
her mizzen topgallant, was perfectly steady.

There was just one wild, desperate chance remaining
for the British, and putting their helm hard aport they
prepared to board the American frigate. Lieutenant
Hope wrote afterwards, ‘‘ At that moment every man was
on deck, several who had lost an arm, and the universal
cheer was, ‘Let us conquer or die.”’ >’ Just then, however,
the forebrace was shot away, and the yard, swinging
round, threw the ship up into the wind. The United
States, seeing her opponent’s helpless state, then with-
drew a short distance for repairs; at which the irre-
pressible ‘‘Macedonians,’”’ deluded into thinking that
their enemy had spied an English man-of-war coming to
the rescue, gave a final cheer.

Returning at noon, the United States took a position
off her opponent’s stern. There had already been a
council of war on the quarter-deck of the Macedonian.
Lieutenant Hope, though wounded again, this time some-
what seriously in the head, had still much fight in him,
and advised ‘‘not to strike but to sink alongside.”” The
counsel of those who put a higher valuation on life, how-
ever, prevailed.

It must have been a surprise for Carden when he
learned on surrender, that he was to meet his old acquaint-
ance, Decatur. As he offered his sword, Decatur gener-
ously declined it, saying, ‘‘Sir, I cannot receive the sword
of a man who has so bravely defended his ship.”” With_
a like chivalry and kindness Decatur gave orders that all
the personal effects of the English officers should be
respected as still theirs, even including a large stock of
wine which they had laid in at Madeira, giving them as
equivalent $800. Further, everything was done by the
Americans to give their late enemies, while on the United
States, the comforts and cheer due to honored guests.
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Decatur’s good fortune did not end with the capture.
Having determined to take his prize in, he spent two
weeks after the fight in making repairs. With the many
squadrons that the English had scattered about the
Atlantic and along the American coast, the long voyage
home involved great risk of recapture. However, without
having so much as sighted a British sail, the two ships
arrived at New London and then proceeded to New York.
The Macedonian was repaired and fitted out anew, and
had a long and honorable career in the American Navy.

The following shows the comparative force of the two
ships:

Guns Broadside Crew Killed Wounded Total
United States .... 55 786 478 5 7 12

Macedonian ...... 49 547 292 36 68 104

In speed the Macedonian had the decided advantage
(the nickname of the Umnited States, ‘‘Old Wagoner,”’
suggests her lumbering gait, which seems later to have
been somewhat remedied). In every other particular the
advantage was with the American frigate. She was the
larger ship, had thicker scantlings, was higher out of the
water (of importance in the rough sea), had heavier guns
and more of them, and finally was superior in her crew.
Further, Decatur showed better seamanship than Carden.
An instructive comparison is to be gained by considering
the coming into close action by Captain Carden on the
Macedonian and by Captain Hull on the Constitution.
Each at the beginning of the engagement had the advan-
tage of the weather-gage; Hull yawed when his opponent
wore, giving him no opportunity to rake; Hull pursued
a zig-zag course, and coming up in the British ship’s
wake, was within pistol shot before the enemy could do
any harm. Carden obstinately held to the weather-gage;
and when he closed he did so without maneuvering, and
exposed his ship to such a disastrous diagonal fire that
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he was virtually defeated before he had reached close
quarters.

Strangely enough, the comparative effectiveness of
24- and 18-pounders, as well as the superiority of their
respective ships, had been the subject of a friendly argu-
ment between Carden and Decatur a few months previous
to the war, when, as the two ships were together in Chesa-
peake Bay, the commanders were discussing the merits of
each.

The inequality in force was approximately the same
as that between the Constitution and the Guerriére, three
to two, but the disparity in losses was almost nine to one.
Yet David Hope wrote some years later to his old com-
mander, ‘‘In no ship in the British service could there
have been more attention paid to the practical part of
gunnery than was done by you to the crew of the Mace-
donian.”” If this is true, the results of the action are
evidence of the very superior quality of the crew under
Decatur. Perhaps, also, they illustrate the principle
uttered by Farragut at Port Hudson, ‘‘The best protec-
tion against the enemy’s fire is a well-directed fire from
our own guns.’’ It is plain, on reading the extravagant
speeches and newspaper articles that dealt with the capt-
ure, that our country was young and unaccustomed to
vietory. Yet without magnifying the size and armament
of the Macedonian or reducing that of the United States,
this victory, like that of the Constitution, was a notable
achievement in the history of the navy and of the nation.
The leading naval power of the world had lost a frigate of
which an officer of the United States, while admitting the
Macedonian’s inferiority in foree, goes on to observe, ‘‘But
she is just such a ship as the English have achieved all
their single-ship victories in; . . . she is, in tonnage,
men, and guns, such a ship as the English prefer to all
others, and have, till the Guerriére’s loss always thought
a match for any single-decked ship afloat.”’



VIII
A VICTORY AND A DEFEAT

THE CONSTITUTION AND THE JAVA

TaE third squadron sent to cruise against British
commerce during the War of 1812 was placed under the
command of Captain William Bainbridge, and consisted
of three ships, the Constitution, 44 guns, flagship; the
Essex, 32 guns, Captain David Porter; and the sloop
Hornet, 18 guns, Master-Commandant James Lawrence.
The Hornet and the Constitution left Boston together on
October 26, 1812, but the Essex, which was fitting in the
Delaware, was unable to get to sea till the 28th.

The orders for this little squadron were, to sail first
for the Cape Verde Islands, where fresh water could
be procured; thence, by November 27, to Fernando
Noronha, an island about 200 miles off the coast of Brazil;
and thence along the coast to Rio de Janeiro. From this
port the course was to be laid directly across the South
Atlantic for the neighborhood of St. Helena, where the
home-coming English East Indiamen frequently touched.
These plans were never carried out.

In the first place, the Essex, which Porter charac-
terized as the ‘‘worst frigate in the service,’”” was unable
to catch up with the other two; and when Porter arrived
at Fernando he found that the Constitution and the
Hornet had already gone to Bahia, but that Bainbridge
had left orders for him to proceed to Rio. There, finding
no sign of his commodore, Porter struck out on his own
authority and began his famous roving cruise in the
Pacific. Meanwhile the actions between the Constitution

126



The Constitution and the Java 127

and the Java, and between the Hornet and the Peacock,
compelled the Constitution and the Hornet to give up the
intended cruise, and repair to the United States.

On the 13th of December, the Constitution and the
Hornet arrived at Bahia, where they found a British
sloop, the Bonne Citoyenne, with a large amount of specie
aboard. The American vessels kept her blockaded for
some time, during which Lawrence challenged the British
commander to come out to single combat, Bainbridge
pledging his honor not to interfere. The Englishman,
however, declined, excusing himself on the ground that
he did not believe the American commodore would keep
his hands off. Finally on the 26th of the month, Bain-
bridge made sail for open sea, hoping thereby to tempt
the Bonne Citoyenne to come out and meet the Hornet.

At nine o’clock, on the morning of the 29th, Bain-
bridge discovered two sails to the northeast, which proved
to be a British frigate, the Java,! and an American prize.
On sighting the American frigate, the Englishman directed
his prize to make for Bahia, while he himself made all
sail to come up with the Comnstitution. Captain Bain-
bridge responded by tacking and heading southeast, in
order to draw the other to a safe distance beyond neutral
waters. The Java came on at a ten-knot gait, and rapidly
overhauled the Constitution till about 1.30, when Bain-
bridge put his ship about, shortened sail, and headed for
the enemy. The Java now held off, trying for an oppor-
tunity to rake, which the Constifution prevented by
wearing and resuming her course to the southeast. A
half hour later, with the Java in a windward position
and a half mile distant, Bainbridge fired ahead of the
enemy to make her display her colors. The response was

*Like the Guerriére, the Java was a French prize, originally
named the Renommée, and captured only the year before.
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an instant hoisting of the ensign to the gaff, followed by
a broadside, and the contest was on.

The earlier part of the battle consisted of maneuvering
on the part of the Java to get a raking position, and the
simultaneous wearing of the Constitution to avoid it,
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accompanied by heavy firing on both sides. The Java was
a better sailer than the Constitution, and Bainbridge had
his hands full to match her movements, particularly as
at 2.30 a round shot from the Java smashed the Constitu-
tion’s wheel, and the ship had to be steered thereafter by
relieving tackles, handled two decks below. Earlier in
the action, Commeodore Bainbridge had received a musket
ball in his hip, and the shot that smashed the wheel also
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drove a copper bolt deep into his thigh. In spite of these
painful wounds, he kept the deck throughout the battle.

Shortly after the disaster to his wheel, he determined
to close with his adversary even at the risk of being raked,
and luffed up. For some reason, however, the Java
missed the opportunity to rake as she passed under the
Constitution’s stern (see diagram, 1), for she fired only
one 9-pounder. She then luffed up and crossed the wake
of the Constitution again, delivering a semi-raking fire
which was not effective on account of the distance (2).
Bainbridge then set the courses and luffed up again
in order to close with his nimble adversary. At this point
the Java had the end of her bowsprit with the jib and
jib-boom shot away, and with this sudden loss of her head
sails she pointed up into the wind, where she lay for a
few moments helpless (3). The Constitution instantly
wore and, passing under the Jawva’s stern, raked with
great effect. The American wore again, and the English
ship attempted to save the day by laying alongside and
boarding; but she lost her foremast at the outset of the
maneuver and succeeded only in running the stump of her
bowsprit into the mizzen shrouds of the Constitution (4).

From this moment on, though the Jave maintained a
heroic defense, she was a beaten ship. The Constitution
sailed round her, pouring in an accurate fire at close
quarters that shot away every spar but the mainmast, and
that went by the board a few minutes before the surrender.

Meanwhile, the American gunners had been also
sweeping the Java’s decks with a diagonal fire, seconded
by a deadly sharp-shooting of the marines in the tops.
It was a musket bullet from the maintop that gave Cap-
tain Lambert his mortal wound, shortly after the two
vessels came in contact. The command then devolved
upon his first lieutenant, Chads, who continued the hope-
less fight with great spirit.

9
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At five minutes after four,? the fire from the Java had
been completely silenced, and she rolled on the seas a
dismasted hulk, her decks lumbered with the fallen spars,
sails, and rigging. As she displayed no colors, Captain
Bainbridge took it for granted that she had struck; and,
hauling down his courses, he shot ahead to repair his
badly cut rigging. On his return, at about 5.30, he found
that the enemy had his colors flying again; but, as the
Constitution drew across the Java’s bow, ready to rake,
they were instantly struck.

The Constitution had about the same superiority in
metal over the Java as she had had over the Guerriére;
but, as in the action with the latter frigate, the relative
damage inflicted was wholly disproportionate to the
respective armaments. It must be remembered also that
the Javae had one considerable advantage in her superior
speed. The British frigate?® was so thoroughly shot to
pieces that Bainbridge had no alternative but to blow her
up, while the Constitution was in condition to make a
long voyage back to the United States without refitting.
The American loss in this engagement amounted to nine
killed and twenty-five wounded, three mortally. Chads’s
official report of the British casualties gave twenty-two
killed and 102 wounded.*

In 1804 Captain Lambert distinguished himself, in a

2 According to the British account, 4.35. There is such a
wide discrepancy in the matter of time between the two reports
that an English writer suggests that “ perhaps someone’s watch or
clock was adrift.” (Famous Duels of the Fleet, p. 261.)

3 A relic of the Javae that for a long time remained on the
Oonstitution’s quarter-deck was her wheel, which replaced the one
shot away early in the action.

* Captain Bainbridge, inclosing as evidence a letter written
by one of the British officers and accidentally left on board the
Constitution, gives the figures of that officer, which are sixty
killed and 170 wounded.
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heavy action at close quarters, by beating off a French
ship with a broadside of 240 pounds opposed to his own
total of 99 pounds. But the crew he then commanded
had just been under a captain known as a ‘‘crank’’ in
gunnery, and Lambert got the benefit of his predecessor’s
work. During the six weeks he was in command of the
Java, he had held gun drill only once, and then with
blank cartridges. In seamanship he was probably unsur-
passed, for the Java was expertly handled; but, like so
many of his brother-officers, he had small interest in
gunnery. The Java’s firing grew wilder as the battle
progressed, while that of the Constitution steadily
improved.

Among the American wounded was Lieutenant Alwyn,
who had been shot through the shoulder in the engage-
ment with the Guerriére. When the Java’s bowsprit
fouled the mizzen rigging of the Constitution, and board-
ers were called away, he leaped upon the hammock net-
tings to lead the party, and was shot through the very
shoulder that had been wounded before. Despite the
painful character of the wound, he kept at his station
till the enemy had struck, but died on the voyage home.

While at Bahia, where the Constitution put in after
the battle, Commodore Bainbridge, himself suffering
severely, was brought before the dying Lambert; and,
with the stately courtesy of the time, returned to him his
sword with the expression of an earnest hope for his
recovery. There are also letters from General Hyslop,
a passenger on the Java, to Commodore Bainbridge,
which bear grateful testimony to the chivalrous bearing
of the victorious commander. Later, General Hyslop
presented Bainbridge with a gold-mounted sword in token
of appreciation.

Of the engagement with the Jawva, Admiral Mahan
says: ‘‘This battle was not merely an artillery duel, like
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those of the Constitution and the Guerriere, the Wasp
and the F'rolic, nor yet one in which a principal maneuver,
by its decisive effect upon the use of artillery, played the
determining part, as was the case with the United States
and the Macedonian. Here it was a combination of the
two factors, a succession of evolutions resembling the
changes of position, the retreats and advances, of a fencing
or a boxing match, in which the opponents work round
the ring; accompanied by a continual play of the guns,
answering to the thrusts and blows of individual en-
counter.’’

This victory can hardly be passed without some men-
tion of its personal significance to Commodore Bainbridge.
Up to this time, though he was admittedly an excellent
officer, his professional career had been marked by the most
trying misfortunes that can befall a commander. In the
French War he had been taken by a superior force and
imprisoned, with the mortifying knowledge that his was
the only American man-of-war to strike to the tricolor.
Scarcely was he again on the quarter-deck, when he was
forced by the Dey of Algiers to submit to the worst
humiliation ever suffered by an American naval officer.
During the war with Tripoli, the greatest disaster to the
American cause was the loss of his ship, the Philadelphia,
and, while his brother officers were winning distinction
and applause, he was compelled to remain a prisoner. He
had been sharply criticised on more than one occasion,
and, even his own crew, the men who under Hull had
worked the ship free from Broke’s squadron and recently
beaten the Guerriére, apparently felt little confidence in
their new commander, as is shown by the long list of
punishments for infractions of discipline. To all this
criticism and distrust, Bainbridge’s conduet in the battle
with the Java was a sufficient answer.
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TeE CHESAPEAKE AND THE SHANNON

In spite of the fact that Commodore Bainbridge left
the Hornet alone to blockade the Bonne Citoyenne, Cap-
tain Greene of the British sloop still refused Lawrence’s
challenge. This was taken by Lawrence as cowardice,
and he did not avoid saying what he thought. His crit-
icism of Greene on this occasion put him on his mettle,
when, six months later, the situation was exactly reversed
and Captain Broke, with the Shannon, blockaded alone the
young American commander in the ill-fated Chesapeake.

Lawrence’s relations with the Bonne Citoyenne were
suddenly cut short by the arrival of a ship-of-the-line
that chased him into port. By immediately standing
out to sea, under cover of the night, he escaped the new
enemy, and headed north. During this cruise he made
his famous capture of the sloop Peacock. On the 24th of
March, 1813, he reached New York and discharged his
prisoners, after a cruise of 145 days, during which he
had captured one ship, two brigs, one schooner, and one
man-of-war, a record that none of his brother officers
could equal.

Lawrence, already the most popular officer in the
service, became at once the toast of the nation. By this
time, his rank > would not permit his retaining command
of the sloop Hornet, though he requested to be allowed to
do so; and the Department appointed him to command a
frigate, the Chesapeake, then refitting at the Boston Navy
Yard. Lawrence would have preferred the Comnstitution,
but, as his orders were not changed, he took command of
the Chesapeake on May 20, 1813.

Lawrence was under orders to put to sea at the earliest

® Lawrence had been promoted in March from Master-Com-
mandant to Captain.
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opportunity, and to head north to strike at the British
fisheries on the Banks. On this cruise he was to meet, at
Cape Breton, Master-Commandant Biddle, commanding
the Hornet, and the two vessels were to act together in a
commerce-destroying cruise. Although in the early
months of the war the Admiralty had left the coast of
New England alone, in order to encourage the hostile
attitude of that section toward the war, by the spring of
1813 it had abandoned this policy and instituted a block-
ade from New York to Nova Scotia. Early in April the
Shannon and the Tenedos appeared off Boston Light and
maintained as close a blockade as the weather conditions
would permit. Shortly before Lawrence arrived, the
frigates President and Congress ran the blockade in a
fog, leaving the Constitution, which was undergoing
repairs, and the Chesapeake, which was nearly ready for
sea.

On taking command, Lawrence notified the Depart-
ment that he found the Chesapeake ‘‘réady for sea,”
lacking only a small number of men and a few supplies.
On May 30, ten days later, he cast loose from Long
Wharf and dropped down to the Roads, ‘‘with the inten-
tion of lying there a few days and shaking down before
going to sea.”’® The following afternoon, while dining
with a friend in Boston, he received news that only one
English frigate was in sight off the port, and he imme-
diately returned to his ship to prepare for action. Between
eight and nine o’clock the next morning, June 1, 1813,
the British frigate was again sighted, and Lawrence made
instant preparations for going out to meet her. The

® Gleaves, Life of James Lawrence, p. 172.

? Although the Chesapeake was rated as a “ 36,” she carried
two more carronades than the “ 38-gun” Shannon, and fifty more
men in her crew.
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stranger was the 38-gun’ frigate Shannon; and it hap-
pened that while Lawrence was making ready to slip his
moorings, her commander, Captain Philip B. V. Broke,
was writing a lengthy but courteous challenge to Law-
rence, inviting him to single-ship combat, ‘‘wherever it
is most convenient to you.”” This challenge was sent
ashore by a discharged prisoner, but by the time it reached
Boston, the beaten Chesapeake was already on her way
to Halifax.

The American commander was under orders to strike
a blow at a definite area of the enemy’s commerce, but,
with the memory of the Bonne Citoyenne fresh in his
mind, Lawrence was not the man to hesitate an hour in
the face of an opportunity for single-ship combat. That
one ship should attempt to maintain the blockade was
enough to call him out as soon as he could trip his anchor
and swing his yards. The Chesapeake was not, however,
in the best condition to meet a seasoned enemy. Her
first lieutenant, Octavius Page, was lying ill with pneu-
monia in the hospital ashore, where he died a few days
after the battle. Two other officers were on leave, so
that Lieutenant Ludlow, then only twenty-one, became
first lieutenant, and two midshipmen, Cox and Ballard,
were promoted to the position of acting lieutenants.
These officers were new to their duties and to the men, and
the crew, for their part, were as yet unorganized and
undisciplined.

On the other hand, their antagonist, the Shannon,
was manned by a veteran crew, some of them men who
had fought under Rodney and Nelson, and who had been
drilled together aboard the same ship, and under the same
captain, for about seven years. Her commander, though
only five years older than Lawrence, had seen active
service since his midshipman days. He had been a lieu-
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tenant in the great victory off St. Vincent, and had
become post captain ® at the age of twenty-five.

In 1806 he was given the Shannon, and it was not long
before he made her famous as a ‘‘crack’ ship. At a
time when most of the British officers echoed Nelson’s
contemptuous remark on gun-sights, Broke fitted out at
his own expense dispart sights and quadrants for every
gun on his ship. Behind each gun he cut out arcs of
circles on the deck, with degrees notched in, and filled
with putty, so that all the fire of a broadside could be con-
centrated accurately upon a target. Nor were the devices
idle. Twice a day, except Saturdays and Sundays, the
watch below were exercised at the guns, not merely in
practice with the side-tackles, but in actual firing at a
barrel floating three or four hundred yards away.

‘When hostilities broke out, Broke was the senior
British officer on the American station. Early in the
war, he had endured the chagrin of seeing the Constitution
slip away from his squadron when he was so sure of
her that he had told off a prize erew from his Shannon
to bring her into Halifax. Then followed the mortifying
captures of the Guerriére, the Macedonian, the Frolic, the
Java, and the Peacock, without a single British naval
success to offset them. Confident of his own ship and
her crew, he dismissed the Tenedos from the blockade of
Boston in order that he might meet the Chesapeake alone,
and restore the prestige of the British Navy by a victory.

His opponent, James Lawrence, was now in his thirty-

® Post captain: “ A designation formerly applied . . . to
a naval officer holding a commission as captain, to distinguish him
from an officer of inferior rank, to whom the courtesy title of
captain was often given, either as being an acting captain, or as
being master and commander of a vessel not rated to be commanded
by a full-grade captain, and so not said to ‘give post”” New
English Dictionary.
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second year. Like most of the naval heroes of the War
of 1812, he had entered the navy as a midshipman in
1798, at the outbreak of the war with France, and he
had received his early training under Captain Tingey
on the Ganges. He had won distinction in the war with
Tripoli, notably as Decatur’s lieutenant in the burning of
the Philadelphia, and had reached the height of his fame
by his recent brilliant capture of the Peacock. Hand-
some, impetuous, and winning, he was perhaps, next to
Decatur, the most romantic figure in the navy.

Before unmooring ship to meet the Shannon, Law-
rence mustered his crew aft, and made the customary
patriotic speech before an action. At the end two mem-
bers stepped forward, requesting the prize money which
had long been due them. Lawrence sent them below to
the purser to get checks for the amount due, and then
retired to his cabin to write last letters to his wife and
the Secretary of the Navy.

By noon, the Chesapeake was heading for the Shannon,
and Broke, seeing that Lawrence intended to fight, led
the way some distance to sea, and then hove to, awaiting
his approach. The Englishman made no effort to
maneuver, allowing Lawrence to choose his own method
of attack. TFor his part, the American commander
refused the opportunity of securing a raking position
under the Shannon’s quarter, but rounded-to to run
alongside and fight ‘‘yard-arm to yard-arm.’’

At 5.50, as the Chesapeake’s bows doubled on the
Shannon’s starboard quarter, the British gunners struck
the first blow. As soon as each gun of the Shannon bore
on the Chesapeake, it was fired, rapidly reloaded, and
fired again. The effect was terrible at such close quarters,
but the American gunners responded smartly, and for
five or six minutes the two frigates sailed on parallel
courses, pounding each other at a range of about fifty
yards.
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Lawrence, however, had made the mistake of coming
up with too much headway, and he saw that his ship
would soon forge too far ahead. Aeccordingly, he tried to
luff her, but as her sails blanketed those of her enemy,
her headway carried her still farther till she lay on
the Shannon’s weather bow. At this ecritical point the
two upon whom the safety of the vessel most depended
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were disabled, Lawrence was wounded, and his sailing-
master killed. Disasters then crowded each other in rapid
succession. The cutting of the fore-topsail tye by the
enemy’s fire let fall the yard, so that the foresail became
useless; at the same time the wheel was disabled and the
brails of the spanker and the jib-sheet were shot away.
The combined result was that, as the ship had no head
sails left, and her wheel was useless, she pointed up into
the wind, and lay helpless in the most desperate position
imaginable; that is, with her quarters exposed to her
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enemy’s broadside only about seventy yards distant.
The Shannon took instant advantage of the opportunity
by a terrible diagonal fire that swept the Chesapeake. To
add to the confusion, about this time a grenade tossed
from the Shannon’s mainyard exploded an arms chest on
her enemy’s deck.

Seeing that the Chesapeake was now gaining stern-
board, and would soon foul the Shannon, Lawrence called
the boarders away. But the negro bugler, whose duty it
was to sound the call, had hidden himself in terror, and
the word was passed with difficulty by word of mouth.
Just before the two ships touched, Lawrence received his
second and mortal wound, and was carried below. Like
Lambert of the Java, he had been picked off by one of
his enemy’s marines.

As the Chesapeake’s stern fouled the main chains of
the Shannon, the two ships were lashed together by the
British, who made instant preparation to carry the Amer-
ican frigate by boarding. Meanwhile, at Lawrence’s call
for boarders, the Chesapeake’s men had responded
promptly, but they found no leaders. Lawrence was being
carried below; and, of the officers on the spar deck, first
lieutenant, sailing-master, captain of marines, and boat-
swain had already received their death wounds, leaving
none but a few midshipmen.

The second lieutenant was at the forward end of the
gun deck with no idea of what was happening on the
quarter-deck; the fourth lieutenant had been mortally
wounded at the first fire; and the third lieutenant, on
hearing the call for boarders, led his men on deck, but
stopped to help his beloved commander down to the
steerage ladder; and when he attempted to get back again,
found the hatch battened down by the enemy’s boarders.

Left wholly without officers, the crew, already demor-
alized by a raking fire at close quarters, made an ineffect-
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ual attempt to resist the British boarding party, and
then a large number actually broke and ran below into
the hold. The marines, however, under their sergeant,
made a gallant defense; out of a total of forty-four they
lost twelve killed and twenty wounded.

Shortly after Captain Broke and his men boarded the
quarter-deck of the Chesapeake, the American frigate fell
off sufficiently to catch the wind. The lashings parted
and the Chesapeake broke away with the enemy’s boarders
on her deck. Here was a chance for the Americans to
save the day, but there were no officers to rally the panic-
stricken crew. Second Lieutenant Budd, who had gained
the forecastle and begun a desperate resistance, was twice
severely wounded, and thrown to the deck below. In a
few minutes the last effort at defense was abandoned.

In this hand-to-hand struggle on the forecastle, Cap-
tain Broke himself received a sabre cut on the head that
very nearly proved mortal, and incapacitated him for
the rest of his life. Meanwhile, his first lieutenant,
Watts, lost his life by a blunder; soon after boarding
the Chesapeake he had lowered the colors, and bent on an
English ensign, but in his excitement he stopped the
English colors under, instead of over, the American. At
this, the *“ Shannons,’’ thinking that the Americans must
have regained the quarter-deck, fired one of the main
deck guns, killing Watts and four or five of his men.

It was only fifteen minutes from the first shot of the
battle to the final rout of the American crew, just the
time it took Lawrence to destroy the Peacock a few
months before. Unfortunately, the brutality of the young
English lieutenants and their men on taking possession
bears no such parallel with the magnanimity of Lawrence
on a similar occasion, and it is the most discreditable
feature of the Shannon’s vietory. No blame, however,
can be attached to the gallant Broke, whose wound had
already rendered him unconscious.
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For four days, Lawrence lingered in great agony,
repeating in his delirium, the words that have since become
the motto of the navy, ‘‘Don’t give up the ship!’’ His
kindness to the men of the Peacock had won him friendly
regard among all Englishmen, and no honor was spared
him in the subsequent funeral ceremonies at Halifax.

Naturally, the victory of the Shannon caused the
greatest exultation in England, and corresponding gloom
in the United States. The fact that the Shannon had
captured the Chesapeake in fifteen minutes with an
unprecedented slaughter of officers and men was morti-
fying, and it was not long before a ‘‘patriotic’’ legend
twined around the ugly fact. This legend reports, in
brief, that the Chesapeake’s crew was made up of land-
lubbers and foreigners, and those were either dead drunk
during the battle, or mutinous and cowardly. The muster
roll, however, proves that there was not one ‘‘landsman”’
on board, and gives only fifteen foreign names out of a
total of 340. Just two men were reported drunk, and
the idea of a mutinous spirit is based wholly on the request
for prize money made just before going out. This request
was reasonable enough. The money was long overdue,
and the men wanted it to their credit on the eve of battle.
The purser expressly testified before the court of inquiry,
that there was nothing disorderly or mutinous in the
conduct of the crew as they came to him for the prize
checks. Lawrence, in writing to the Secretary of the
Navy after this incident, says, ‘‘My crew appear to be
wn fine spirits, and 1 trust will do their duty.”’

While it is true that many of the crew became panic-
stricken at the end when they had no leaders, yet of their
own accord they gave three hearty cheers when the
Chesapeake swung alongside the enemy; and they stood
splendidly by their guns in that terrible first broadside
from the Shannon. In faet, during those six minutes,
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when the two vessels were running on parallel courses,
the slaughter on board the Shannon was apparently as
bad as that on board the Chesapeake. During those min-
utes, the Chesapeake killed and wounded more on the
Shannon than the Constitution—a much heavier frigate—
did in thirty minutes’ pounding of the Guerriére. It was
when the Chesapeake hung in irons, unable to reply to a
diagonal fire, that the American loss grew to such a
terrible disproportion.

In his official report of the action, Lieutenant Budd
gave a loss of forty-eight killed and ninety-seven
wounded, and of the latter fourteen died after the battle.
The British loss was given at forty-three killed (including
those who died shortly after the engagement) and twenty-
nine wounded.® In this brief action the victor suffered
more than the vanquished Guerriére or Macedonian.
‘“The total loss of both ships [Chesapeake and Shannon]
was only forty-five less than the combined losses of the
French and English fleets at Cape St. Vincent where
forty-two ships were engaged.’’ *°

The defeat was partly due to the fact that ‘‘the Chesa-
peake was a ship much inferior to the Shannon, as a regi-
ment newly enlisted is to one that has seen service, and
the moment things went wrong seriously, she could not
retrieve herself.”’** But, equally it can be attributed to
what may be called ‘‘the fortune of war,”’ in the unprece-
dented slaughter of the Chesapeake’s officers at the outset
of the battle, with a simultaneous destruction of her wheel
and head sails. The fact may be accepted, however, that
it was a fair fight and fairly won.

It was fortunate for Lawrence that he died a hero,
for the defeat was a severe blow to our national pride.

® Figures from Gleaves’s Life of James Lawrence, p. 209.
1 I'bid., p. 210.
1 Mahan, War of 1812, ii, 145.



The Chesapeake and the Shannon 143

As it was, Midshipman Cox—acting third lieutenant—
who made the mistake of assisting his commander to the
deck below, was expelled from the service with the burden
of the defeat laid on his shoulders; and this, despite
the fact that it was he who trained and discharged the
last gun fired in defense of the flag.

Much has been written coneerning Captain Lawrence’s
judgment in going out to fight the Shannon, and the
opinion is widely accepted that he acted rashly and impul-
sively; with great gallantry, but with inexcusable lack
of judgment. And yet, it is hard to see how a brave
officer could have done otherwise. For months the harbor
had been blockaded by two frigates; and, as far as Law-
rence knew, at any moment the blockade of two or even
three frigates, would be renewed. The fact that the
Shannon alone stood on blockade meant an opportunity
to get to sea, and win honor besides. It is clear, from
his letter to the Secretary of the Navy, that he regarded
his ship as ready for sea, and he knew that if he delayed
a week, or even a day or two, simply to get his ship’s
organization into better shape, he ran the risk of never
having another chance to leave port. As it turned out,
the Constitution, which was then undergoing repairs
after her battle with the Java, was blockaded until late
in 1814, when the war was practically over. Had the
Chesapeake also remained, she would have shared the
same fate. It must be added to Lawrence’s credit, that
when he did offer battle, he chose the style of fighting that
was best adapted to an unpracticed crew, namely, close
quarters. At all events, he did not strike his colors; and
the harshest eritic must be gentle in the face of his heroic
death.



IX
THE SLOOP ACTIONS OF THE WAR

IN the single-ship engagements between frigates in this
war, the United States was three times victorious and once
defeated. All these actions occurred during the first
twelve months of the war, for after the several reverses
the British Admiralty had grown wary and had instructed
their captains to refuse battle when English 18-pounders
were opposed to American 24’s, and to obtain added
security for their frigates by cruising in couples. The
activity of American frigates was further checked, as
the British, on increasing their naval forece on our shores,
extended the blockade so as to include New England.
Whenever it was known that an American frigate was in
a harbor, an English squadron would hover about, making
it impossible for a large ship to get to sea. Thus the
Congress was shut up in Portsmouth on her return in
1813; the Constellation, which was undergoing repairs
in the Chesapeake at the outbreak of hostilities, was pre-
vented from sailing till their close; and the United States,
after defeating the Macedonian, was permitted to sail
with her former prize only from New York to New
London, where both frigates were closely held till the
end of the war.

The sloops of war, drawing less water and being much
more nimble than the frigates, easily eluded the blockade,
and their activity continued unabated throughout the
war. Besides inflicting great damage on the enemy’s
commerce, they engaged in battle British craft of their
own kind, fighting in all eight single-ship actions; in just
one, the third encounter, the British were successful; in
the other seven, our sloops were victorious,
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THE WASP AND THE FRrROLIC

On the 18th of October, 1812, the American sloop of
war Wasp, 18 guns, Master-Commandant Jacob Jones,
engaged the British brig Frolic, 22 guns, Captain Thomas
Whinyates. The Wasp had sailed from the Delaware on
October 13; two days later she had encountered a violent
storm that carried away her jib-boom with two men. On
the 17th, a half hour before midnight, when about 500
miles east of Chesapeake Bay (lat. 37° N., long. 65° W.)
Jones made out a convoy; but, as there appeared to be
at least two large ships, he cautiously stood off till day-
light should disclose their force. The convoy consisted of
six vessels returning from Honduras in the charge of the
Frolic. The gale which had so severely handled the
Wasp had been no kinder to the English brig, for the
Frolic had lost her main yard as well as her topsails and
had sprung her maintopmast.

‘When, as day broke, Jones had determined the char-
acter of the enemy, he bore down to attack.! Whinyates,
seeing his intention, ordered the convoy to run before
the wind, while he dropped astern and hoisted Spanish
colors, hoping by this ruse to deceive and delay his enemy.

The action did not begin until the two were within
fifty yards of each other, and as they sailed along parallel
courses, there was little maneuvering. In very few naval
battles has the equality of force been so marked. For
though the Wasp had an advantage in the number of men,
135 to her opponent’s 110, the Frolic, to offset this, had
a heavier broadside, 274 pounds to the American’s 250;
both alike had suffered from the gale.

There was a heavy sea running, which frequently
threw spray over the decks or even rolled the muzzles of

1 Jones’s official report may be found in Niles’s Register, iij,
217 ; Whinyates’, in the Naval Chronicle, xxix, 76.
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the guns under, yet the gunnery was unusually good.
The Wasp suffered many wounds in her spars and rig-
ging; within four or five minutes her maintopmast was
shot away, and, falling with the maintopsail yard across
the port fore and foretopsail braces rendered the head
yvards unmanageable; four minutes later, the gaff and
mizzen topgallant mast fell; and after twenty minutes
of fighting every brace and most of the rigging had been
shot away. Meanwhile, the distance between the two
ships had gradually lessened and the Wasp, drawing
ahead of her opponent, secured an advantageous position
off the Frolic’s bow. Captain Whinyates in his official
report of the battle wrote:

“‘The superior fire of our guns gave every reason to
expect its speedy termination in our favor; but the gaff
head-braces being shot away, and there being no sail on
the mainmast, the brig became unmanageable, and the
enemy succeeded in taking a position to rake her, while
she was unable to bring a gun to bear.”’

The Frolic now fouled the Wasp, running her bow-
sprit between the main and mizzen rigging of the Wasp.
This was not disadvantageous for Jones; for, with his
rigging so badly cut up, he was apprehensive that his
masts might fall, and he had already decided to take the
enemy by boarding. First, however, he seized the oppor-
tunity to rake, and was intending further to hammer
away, when the eagerness of his erew for still closer action
could scarcely be restrained. Jack Lang, once impressed
into the British service, leaped on his gun, cutlass in
hand, and thence to the Frolic. Lieutenant Biddle was
for calling him back, but, seeing the enthusiasm of the
crew, quickly changed his mind, and led them on. His
feet, however, got tangled in the rigging, and, as a mid-
shipman caught hold of his coat to help himself up, the
lieutenant fell back upon the deck of the Wasp. Quickly



148 The United States N avy

jumping up again, Biddle passed Lang and a seaman
who had gained the bowsprit of the Frolic, and was the
first to go aft. There to his astonishment, he found only
four men on deck alive, Captain Whinyates with two other
officers and a seaman who held to his station at the wheel.
On Biddle’s approach the officers, all wounded, threw
down their swords in token of submission, and as there
was no one to haul down the colors Biddle himself
climbed the rigging and did so.

A few minutes after the Wasp had freed herself from
the Frolic, both masts of the latter fell, the mainmast
close to the deck, the foremast twelve or fifteen feet above
the deck. The action had lasted forty-three minutes.
The most surprising feature of the engagement is that
with the unusual equality of force there should have been
such a great difference in losses. On the American side
there were five killed and five wounded, a total of ten; on
the British, not twenty men escaped injury, and the total
loss was about ninety. In explanation of this it was
reported that, in the heavy sea running, the Frolic fired
when rising on the crest of the waves, so that nearly all
her shot which struck injured the spars and rigging of
her enemy; and that the Wasp fired while going down so
that her shot swept the decks or pierced the hull of her
opponent. When Whinyates spoke of the ‘“‘superior fire”’
of the British guns, he probably meant the more rapid
fire (three to two, according to Cooper) for, as Vice-
Admiral Jurien de la Graviére of the French Navy
observes, the accuracy of the American fire, in spite of
the unfavorable conditions prevailing, was indeed aston-
ishing.

The determined and obstinate resistance of the Frolic
illustrates the value of holding out to the last, even
when things are going wrong. Whinyates subjected
his ship and crew to awful losses, yet not with-
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out result; for soon after the Frolic had surrendered,
another sail appeared on the horizon. Jones supposed it
to be one of the convoy of the Frolic, several of which
were heavily armed, and he loaded his guns and cleared
for action. But the stranger proved to be the British
74-gun ship-of-the-line Poictiers, Captain Beresford; and
as the Wasp could not flee, Beresford took the Wasp and
recaptured the Frolic, and sailed with them to Bermuda.

TrE HORNET AND THE PEACOCK

It has been told in the previous chapter how James
Lawrence, when captain of the Hornet, vainly sought an
engagement on equal terms with the Bonne Citoyenne off
the coast of Brazil. At length, compelled by the British
ship-of-the-line Montague, 74 guns, to choose a new
station, he followed the coast to British Guiana, a
favorite cruising ground of American privateers, and on
his way captured the British brig Resolution, 10 guns,
with $23,000 in specie on board.

On February 24, 1813, when off the mouth of the
Demerara River, British Guiana, Lawrence discovered
on his weather quarter, a brig which showed a willingness
to engage. It was the Peacock, a sister ship of the Frolic,
and thus of about the same size as the Hornet, but with
only two-thirds as heavy a broadside; for her 32-pound
carronades, because of her light scantling, had all been
replaced by 24’s.

As the ships neared each other, Lawrence kept close -
to the wind, and secured the weather-gage. At 5.25 the
ships, passing on opposite tacks, exchanged broadsides at
half pistol-shot range. Then Lawrence, seeing that the
Peacock was about to wear, bore up and, receiving her
starboard broadside, ran close on her starboard quarter,
where, by a heavy and well-directed fire, he cut the brig
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to pieces. By this fire the British commander, Captain
William Peake, was killed, and soon the Peaccck was in
a desperate condition. Less than fifteen minutes after
the action had begun, the Peacock surrendered, hoisting
an ensign, union down, as a signal of distress. The ship
was sinking fast, already having six feet of water in her
hold.

Lieutenant Conner, who, with a small force of Amer-
ican seamen, had been sent aboard, made every effort to
keep the Peacock afloat until the prisoners could be re-
moved ; they threw guns overboard, plugged some of the
holes, and resorted to pumping and baling. But she
continued to settle, and went to the bottom so suddenly
as to carry down nine of her crew and three Americans.

The loss on the Peacock was five killed, including her
commander, and thirty-three wounded; on the Hornet,
one killed and four wounded (two by the bursting of a
cartridge)?; the rigging of the Hornet was cut, but the
hull had received no damage. While it must be admitted
that the advantage favored the Americans in number of
crew and weight of gun metal, still this does not explain
the astonishing difference in the effects of the fire of the
two ships. As some writer has observed, ‘‘Had the guns
of the Peacock been of the largest size they could not
have changed the result, as the weight of shot that do not
hit is of no great moment.”’

Another British brig, the Espiegle, of approximately
the same strength as the Peacock, lay at anchor six miles
distant throughout the engagement. At its termination,
Lawrence quickly patched his rigging and prepared for
a second fight which he supposed would be soon forced
upon him. But as the Espiegle remained unconcernedly
at her anchorage in the harbor, he sailed away.

2 Official report of Captain Lawrence, March 19, 1813.
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THE ARGUS AND THE PELICAN

On June 18, 1813, the American brig-of-war Argus,
Master-Commandant William H. Allen, sailed for
L’Orient, with Mr. Crawford, the newly anpointed min-
ister to France. On the voyage over of twenty-three days,
Allen made just one prize, but, later, in thirty-one days
of cruising in the chops of the English Channel, he cap-
tured and destroyed nineteen British merchantmen. The
explanation of the difference is that on the regular thor-
oughfares ships were not allowed to sail except in convoy,
while nearer home, in the vicinity of England and Ireland,
ships followed a hundred courses, as in time of peace,
and there were no ships-of-war stationed near to protect
them. The career of the Argus was soon to be cut short,
but she had shown the advantage of preying on unpro-
tected parts of the enemy’s coast.

Early in the morning, August 14, 1813, the Argus,
after capturing a prize between Wales and southern
Ireland and setting fire to her, fell in with the British
brig-of-war Pelican, Captain Maples, which had been
sent out from Cork, expressly to meet her. The wind was
from the south and the Pelican had the weather-gage.
Allen attempted to pass to windward, but finding he could
not, he shortened sail and allowed the Pelican to close.
The action began at six A.M., when the Argus wore round
and fired her port broadside within grape distance, the
Pelican promptly responding with her starboard battery.
Although early in the action, Allen was severely wounded
in the leg by a round shot, he held to his post, until he
fainted from loss of blood—bravery that cost him his
life. A few minutes later, the first lieutenant, W. H.
Watson, was struck in the head and stunned by a grape
shot, whereupon the command devolved on the second
lieutenant, W. H. Allen, Jr.
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A large part of the rigging of the Argus had now
been disabled, yet as the enemy edged off to pass under
her stern, Second Lieutenant Allen skilfully prevented
this by luffing with the maintopsail aback, at the same
time firing a raking broadside. The wheel ropes of the
Argus, as well as the running rigging, were soon shot
away and she became unmanageable. Her enemy, only
slightly damaged, could then choose his position at will.

When, at 6.30, Lieutenant Watson, on recovering con-
sciousness, again came up on deck, he found the enemy
raking from under the stern of the Argus. The Amer-
icans were plainly beaten, unless they could bring their
ship up and board; and this maneuver, since all their
braces were cut, proved impossible. The action continued
a few minutes longer, the Argus exposed to a cross or
raking fire to which she was able to respond with little
more than musketry. Finally, at 6.47, when the action
had been in progress about three-quarters of an hour,
the Argus surrendered.

The American loss was six killed and seventeen
wounded, five so severely that they died within a few
days. The British had two killed and five wounded.
The British brig was twenty per cent larger, and her
broadside seventeen per cent heavier. Yet this does not
explain why the American fire at short range caused so
little injury. Even when the Argus had a raking position
she could not use it to advantage. Her gunnery was
decidedly poor. Lieutenant Watson observes in his
official report that the crew had been under a long strain
because of the ‘‘very rapid succession of captures.’’

Tuae ENTERPRISE AND THE BOXER

On September 5, 1813, the American brig Enterprise,
of 14 guns, commanded by Lieutenant William Burrows,
while near Monhegan Island, Maine, fell in with the
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British brig Boxer, of 14 guns, Captain Samuel Blyth,
and decisively defeated her in an action lasting forty
minutes.

Both vessels-were dull sailers. The Enterprise had a
slight superiority in guns, and also a larger complement;
but while the Enterprise had just got to sea, the Boxer
had been ecruising for six months, certainly an enviable
opportunity for drilling.

The loss of the Americans was fourteen killed and
wounded ; that of the British was not reported, but was
evidently larger. The Ewnterprise had inflicted consid-
erable damage in the hull of her enemy, while receiving
little in return; both had suffered in spars and rigging.
The Enterprise seems to have been more skilfully maneu-
vered, and, to quote the findings of the British court-
martial, she had ‘‘a greater degree of skill in the direction
of her fire.”” Almost at the first broadside, Captain
Blyth of the Boxer was killed, and, at about the same
time, Lieutenant Burrows of the Enierprise was struck
down by a musket ball. Lieutenant Edward R. MecCall,
who then assumed command of the Enterprise, and carried
the fight to a successful conclusion, had never so much as
seen a battle before.

TaE PEACOCK AND THE EPERVIER

The Government, though so slow in building new
frigates that none took part in the war, had in the latter
part of 1813 three new sloops approaching completion,
the Peacock, the Frolic, and the Wasp, names given in
honor of Liawrence’s and Jones’s splendid victories. On
April 29, 1814, the Peacock, 18 guns, Master-Commandant
Lewis Warrington, while off the southeast coast of Flor-
ida, engaged the British brig Epervier, 18 guns, Captain
Wales. The American ship, nominally equal in strength
to her antagonist, was slightly superior in every partic-
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ular. Still when the Epervier surrendered, after an action
lasting forty-five minutes, the difference in losses showed,
even more decidedly than in previous engagements, that
it was something more than heavier guns which brought
victory. ,

The Peacock had not a man killed, and but two slightly
wounded ; the Eperuvier, eight killed and fifteen wounded.
Not a round shot had touched the hull of the Peacock,
and her masts and spars were as sound as ever, while her
enemy had masts badly cut up and forty-five shots in the
hull which had admitted five feet of water in the hold.

After making some repairs, Warrington decided to
take his prize into Savannah. The sloops were chased by
two British frigates, but escaped by clever maneuvering,
and succeeded in reaching port in safety.

Tae WASP AND THE LVEINDEER

An important share in the credit for the Enterprise’s
splendid victory over the Boxer was due to Master-
Commandant Johnston Blakely. It was he who had fitted
out the brig and drilled the raw crew, and thus made it
possible for the young and inexperienced Lieutenants
Burrows and MeCall, immediately on getting to sea, to
give such good account of the Enterprise. He himself
did not sail, for he had just received a better command,
the new sloop of war Wasp, now nearly ready for sea.
The story of this, the second Wasp, is that of a swift and
daring cruiser which met with signal success.

Leaving Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on May 1, 1814,
Blakely slipped through the blockading line, and, accord-
ing to his instructions, took up a station in the approaches
to the English Channel, almost exactly where Allen, in.
the Argus, had, a year before, captured so many mer-
chantmen. Blakely had a sloop that probably was not
surpassed in all European waters; his crew of 173 was
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made up almost entirely of New Englanders, and, though
they averaged only twenty-three years in age, many with-
out previous sea training, they were spirited and ambi-
tious, the kind that an efficient commander like Blakely
could quickly mould into the best of crews.

Not until he had been thirty-two days at sea did he
‘make a capture; he was then probably near his station
in the Channel, for, in the next thirty-five days he took
seven more prizes. Not every sail he saw was legitimate
prey; as he observes in a letter of July 8, 1814, ‘‘ After
arriving on soundings, the number of neutrals which were
passing kept us almost constantly in pursuit.”” It was a
daring game he was playing, for he adds, ‘‘I found it
impossible to maintain anything like a station, and was
led in chase farther up the Channel than was intended.’’

Early on the morning of June 28, 1814, Blakely,
having discovered two sails on his lee beam, started in
chase; but as soon afterwards he made out a single sail
on his weather beam, he altered his course, and stood for
this. The stranger, which was the brig Reindeer, Captain
William Manners, might easily have escaped, and as the
superior character of American sloops was now pretty
well known, Manners must have been aware that he was
about to engage a stronger antagonist; but William
Manners had a crew said to be the pride of Plymouth,
and was himself a commander that, for courage and
ability, had scarcely a superior. Instead of avoiding
battle, Manners came about with the wind nearly aft, and
stood for his opponent.

The breezes were so light that the ships moved on
almost an even keel; and it was quarter after one before
Blakely had the drummer call the men to their quarters.
Two hours more elapsed before the fight began, Blakely
having tacked and attempted to pass to windward of his
enemy ; Manners, much too clever to surrender any advan-
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tage needlessly, had tacked at the same time, and standing
from the American, had foiled him. Blakely, seeing that
his enemy would weather him, changed to the other tack,
and, furling most of his sail, allowed the Reindeer to
approach.

The English brig came up on the weather quarter of
the Wasp, about sixty yards distant, and opened with a
12-pound carronade loaded with round and grape shot, a
fire that must have severely tested the discipline of the
crew of the Wasp, for, as the Reindeer did not draw
abeam, the guns of the Wasp would not bear. Blakely
got out of this awkward position, however, by suddenly
putting his helm alee; and beginning with the after
carronade he fired, in succession, all the guns of his
broadside as they bore.

The Reindeer, somewhat disabled by this fire, now
ran aboard of the Wasp, her port bow against the Wasp’s
quarter, in which position the Wasp raked with telling
effect. Meanwhile the American marines and riflemen,
with the skill for which they were famed, picked off many
of the exposed officers and crew of the brig. Captain
Manners, though wounded, kept the deck and urged on
the fight. A second wound caused by a shot that went
through both thighs, brought him to his knees; but he was
up again quickly, and would give no heed to his wounds,
which were bleeding profusely. Finally, perceiving the
execution of the musketry from the tops of the Wasp, he
called out, ‘‘Follow me, my boys, we must board.”” With
the words, he climbed the rigging to lead them on, but
two balls from the Wasp’s maintop, passing through his
skull, killed him instantly.

The Americans, in turn, now prepared to board. The
English, badly crippled by the death or disability of nearly
all their officers, as well as of half their men, could make
but little resistance, and soon surrendered.
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The action occupied nineteen minutes.® The Wasp
received six round shot in her hull, and a 24-pound shot
that passed through the centre of her foremast, and had
her sails and rigging injured. The Reindeer, wrote
Blakely, ‘‘was literally cut to pieces in a line with her
ports.”” The Wasp had five killed and twenty-one
wounded, the Reindeer, twenty-five killed and forty-two
wounded. Almost equal honor was due the two forces for
the brave fight. When, as in this case, it is a picked
American crew against a picked English erew, both splen-
didly disciplined, and directed by the finest of captains,
victory depends on something else than determination and
courage; and here it is fair to conclude that it was due
to superiority in power. The Wasp had twenty 32-
pounder carronades and two long guns against the Rein-
deer’s sixteen 24-pounders and two long guns, and as
the complement of the Wasp was in a like degree larger,
she surpassed the English brig in at least the ratio of
three to two.

THE WASP AND THE AVON

That he might secure the best care for his wounded
and as well make needed repairs on the Wasp, Blakely
sailed for L’Orient, where he remained till the 27th of
August. Then putting to sea, in less than a month, he
made six more valuable captures. How free and fearless
were his movements may be seen from the capture of the
British brig Mary, loaded with cannon and other mili-
tary stores, and convoyed with nine other ships by a bomb-
ship, and the ship-of-the-line Armada, 74 guns. The Wasp
not only succeeded in cutting out the Mary, but having
burned it within sight of the convoy attempted to make
another capture; she was prevented, however, by the
Armada, which chased her away.

3 For Blakely’s report, see Niles’s Register, vii, 114.
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On the evening of the same day, September 1, 1814,
the lookout sighted four sails, two on the starboard and
two on the port bow. Blakely immediately set sail in
chase of the ship on the starboard bow farthest to wind-
ward. The chase was the brig Avon, Captain James
Arbuthnot. After an engagement of three-quarters of an
hour she surrendered, with a loss of nine killed and
thirty-three wounded. The Wasp had two killed and one
wounded, about an eighth or ninth of her loss in the fight
with the Reindeer; since the Avon was superior to the
Reindeer by having 32-pounders where the Reindeer had
24’s, this shows something of the quality of Manners
and his crew.

When Blakely was about to take possession of the
prize, he discovered a second brig, the Castilian, of 18
guns, standing towards him and he received a broadside
from her as she ran up under his stern. Since two other
sails were also approaching, Blakely left his prize and
standing off to reeve new braces, attempted to decoy the
second brig from her supports. But the Avon was firing
guns of distress, and the Castilian went to her rescue;
searcely had the last man been removed from the Awvon
before she went down.

Sailing now to the south, Blakely captured off the
Madeiras the brig Afélanta, which, being of exceptional
value, he sent with official despatches to Savannah. Three
weeks later, the Wasp was spoken 900 miles farther south
and this is the last ever heard of the brilliant captain
and his gallant crew. Their end is entirely shrouded in
mystery.

Tae HORNET AND THE PENGUIN

On January 20, 1815, the Hornet, Master-Comman-
dant James Biddle, slipped through the British blockading
squadron off New York and set sail for the South Atlantie,
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where, with several other ships that were to rendezvous
at the lonely island of Tristan da Cunha, 1500 miles west
of the Cape of Good Hope, it was planned she should
cruise against British commerece.

On her arrival, March 23, 1815, as she was about to
anchor, the lookout sighted a sail to the southeast, passing
behind the island. The Hornet immediately got under
way, and after a liftle maneuvering, at 1.40 that after-
noon, entered into an artillery duel with the British sloop
of war Penguin, Captain Dickinson. The two were run-
ning on parallel courses, the Hornet to leeward. In
armament, the Penguin had sixteen 32-pounder carron-
ades, two long 12’s, and one 12-pounder ecarronade;
opposed to this, the Hornet had eighteen 32-pounder
carronades and two long 12’s. Thus it will be seen that
the Hornet had only very little superiority in gun metal.

The story of the fight is like that of many other actions.
The Penguin kept drifting nearer, and as she was being
decidedly worsted in the artillery duel, Dickinson sud-
denly put his helm hard up and fouled the Hornet with
the intention of boarding. But the American crew was
ready and kept the British off while the small-arms
men poured in a murderous fire. The Penguin wrenched
loose with the loss of her bowsprit and foremast, and then
surrendered. The action lasted twenty-two minutes. The
British guns were active, yet the fact that the Hornet
did not receive a single round shot in her hull or any
material injury in her spars shows the inaccuracy of their
fire. Her loss was one killed and eleven wounded, to be
contrasted with fourteen killed on the Penguin, including
the captain, and twenty-eight wounded. This was the
last naval action of the war; in fact, it occurred several
weeks after the terms of peace had been approved by the
President and ratified by the Senate.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SLOOP ACTIONS

Although the loss of seven sloops from such a navy
as (reat Britain’s could have little direct effect upon
the war, yet the service of our small cruisers was far-
reaching in its influence. The daring enterprise of our
sloops, their ability to move almost at will in the face of
a heavy blockade, the skill with which they were handled,
in short, their almost uninterrupted success in coping
with the first navy of the world, fostered in our country
the much needed spirit of self-respect, earlier stimulated
by the frigate actions, and awoke in Europe a general
feeling of admiration.

Of no trifling importance, further, was the service of
our sloops in their attack upon England’s commerce. The
Argus, Peacock (2d), and Wasp (2d) were extremely
daring, and the number of prizes they took can be com-
pared favorably with the work of even the most celebrated
of the privateers. The sloops had found a vulnerable spot
in the great sea power. Their attack was similar in strat-
egy, though not in magnitude, with that of the German
U-boats a century later. Such communications as the
following, sent to the British Admiralty by the Royal
Exchange and London Assurance Corporations in August,
1814, were weighty arguments for concluding hostilities:

‘“Should the depredations on our commerce continue,
the merchants and traders will not be able to get any
insurance effected, except at enormous premiums on
vessels trading between Ireland and England, either by
the chartered companies or individual underwriters; and
as a proof of this assertion, for the risks which are usually
written fifteen shillings nine pence per cent the sum
of five guineas is now demanded.’’*

4 Niles’s Register, vii, 174.



X
THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE

STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE GREAT LLAKES

AvrHOUGH the United States did not rouse itself tu
maintain a navy on the Great Lakes until after hostilities
had begun, long before the beginning of the war Great
Britain had appreciated their strategic importance.
Indeed the British had, ever sinee the days of the French
occupation in Canada, realized the advantage of these
inland oceans on the borderland as rapid means of con-
veying troops, supplies, and communications. The nation
in power on these waterways had also the lucrative fur
trade, and with it the Indian interests in that section.
The woods on both Canadian and American sides were
all but impassable. Since Britain’s salt water navy
could reach with its mighty arm as far as Montreal,
control of the lakes would easily give her the upper hand
in all the territory bordering on these waterways as far
as Mackinac. Kingston, Detroit, and Mackinac were the
important links in the chain of communication from the
Atlantic to the Northwest. Besides, the fact that two of
these places, Detroit and Mackinac, were on narrow bodies
of water, furnished an additional element of defense.

It should have been the policy of our Government to
take the offensive on the northern border, while it sought
to maintain a defensive attitude on the seaboard. Prepa-
rations for a control of the lakes should have been made
ten years previous to the war, but a parsimonious govern-
ment, naturally opposed to navies, did not foresee the
need of warships at sea, much less on the lakes. It was
a similar shortsighted policy that prompted Hull and
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Dearborn to concentrate their efforts in the Northwest,
rather than at Lake Champlain and against Montreal, the
true objective in an offensive war for control of the
Northwest. Hull’s disastrous campaign in Michigan, and
the fall of Detroit and Mackinac in the summer of 1812,
spurred our people to efforts which culminated in a par-
tial control of Lake Ontario, and in Perry’s victory on
Lake Erie. Detroit and Mackinac would never have fallen
if we had had control of the Great Lakes. Indeed, shortly
after Perry’s capture of the British flotilla on Lake
Erie, Detroit and the territory of Michigan came back
into our possession.

CHAUNCEY AND ELLioTT SENT TO THE LAKES

On September 3, 1812, Captain Isaac Chauncey was
ordered by the Navy Department to take command of
Lakes Erie and Ontario with the purpose of building
fleets on these waters and wresting the naval supremacy
on them from the British. Chauncey took charge of the
work on Ontario himself, and on September 7 he dis-
patched Lieutenant Jesse D. Elliott to Lake Erie to estab-
lish a naval base. The latter arrived at Buffalo on Sep-
tember 14, and was busily engaged in equipping at Black
Rock, his temporary navy yard, some schooners which he
had recently bought, when, on October 8, he was informed
that two British armed brigs had come to anchor off Fort
Erie. These were the Detroit, formerly the U. S. S.
Adams, and the Caledonia.

With the aid of ninety seamen, who had arrived that
very day from New York, and with about fifty soldiers,
Elliott determined to cut out these brigs. He succeeded
in bringing the Caledonia to Black Rock, but the Detroit
ran aground off Squaw Island, and, under the fire of both
the British and American forts, had to be burned. The
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Caledonia had a cargo of furs valued at $200,000, and the
Detroit had a quantity of ordnance; four of the latter’s
12-pounders and a quantity of shot were later recovered
at night by a party of American seamen.

Lieutenant Elliott had quickly seen his opportunity
and grasped it; he had realized that with these two vessels
added to his squadron he might wrest the control of the
Upper Lakes (i.e., the lakes west of Lake Erie) from
Great Britain. But as the Detfroit had to be destroyed,
the British still possessed a naval force too great for
Elliott to encounter. General Brock, commanding the
British forces, however, felt the loss of these brigs very
much. In a letter to the Governor-General of Canada, he
wrote: ‘‘This event is particularly unfortunate and may
reduce us to incalculable distress. The enemy is making
every exertion to gain a naval superiority on both lakes;
which if they accomplish, I do not see how we can retain
the country. More vessels are fitting for war on the other
side of Squaw Island, which I should have attempted to
destroy but for your Excellency’s repeated instructions
to forbear. Now such a force is collected for their pro-
tection as will render every operation against them very
hazardous.”’* Elliott kept hard at work until the winter
closed the lake to navigation, and his labors laid the
foundations for Perry’s success the following year.

Prerry IN CoMmMmanDp ON LARE ERIE

On March 27, 1813, Master-Commandant Oliver
Hazard Perry took charge of the work on Lake Erie,
and removed the flotilla from Black Rock to Presqu’isle
(Erie), where he established his base. A race in ship-
building now took place between Perry on the American

1 Quoted in Mahan’s War of 1812, i, 356.
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side and the British naval commander, Barclay, on the
Canadian side. Both were young and full of energy.
Both had to work under great difficulties. The Canadians
gave Barclay little help; the severer winter and less
developed country on the north shores made his task
harder. Although the salt water navy of Great Britain
could reach as far as Montreal to bring men and arms,
still the Government was in great straits for sailors for
the European war. Captain Sir James Lucas Yeo, the
able young British officer on Lake Ontario, could spare his
subordinate on Erie but few men, as he needed them too
much himself in his struggle for supremacy against
Chauncey. On the other hand, Perry had in New York
a better developed country to operate in. But he likewise
found it difficult to persuade his superior, Chauncey, to
spare him men and supplies; and he had to bring his
mechanics and seamen for the most part from New York
City, a distance of 500 miles. The American commander
had to depend largely on militia and negroes to defend
his shipbuilding operations, as his British rival depended
on Canadians and Indians. As many of the Canadians
had originally come from New England and New York,
they had been from the beginning as much opposed to
the war as the people in our northern States, and were
not to be relied upon. Roosevelt is of the opinion that
the Canadians, being naturally lake sailors, fought better
at the battle of Lake Erie than British tars did a year
later at the battle of Lake Champlain. Barclay, however,
lamented greatly his lack of British officers and seamen.
Taking advantage of a temporary naval control on
Lake Ontario, Chauncey, in conjunction with General
Dearborn, captured York, now Toronto, in April, 1813.
A month later Chauncey assisted in the capture of Fort
George, on the Niagara River, an event which compelled
the British to abandon their hold on this river. This
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made it possible for Perry to tow up the river to Presqu’-
isle the brig Caledonia, the purchased schooners Somers,
Tigress, and Ohio, and the sloop Trippe. The warping
of these vessels up against the powerful current was an
arduous task. The rest of Perry’s squadron, the two
20-gun brigs Lawrence and Ntiagara, and three more
schooners, the Ariel, Scorpion, and Porcupine, were being
hastily constructed at the navy yard at Presqu’isle.
Barelay, too, was very busy in building and equipping
his flotilla, which consisted of the ships Detroit (a new
vessel named after the former Detroit) and Queen Char-
lotte, the brig Hunter, the schooners Lady Prevost and
Chippewa, and the sloop Little Belt. As soon as most of
his vessels were ready, Barclay put to sea and at once
blockaded Perry at Presqu’isle. The American com-
mander was now in difficult straits, because he could not
get his brigs, with their guns mounted, across the bar
at the mouth of Erie harbor; and to try to get them over
with guns unmounted, while Barclay’s flotilla was hover-
ing about, would be foolhardy. The British commander
maintained a close blockade until August 2, when, for no
apparent reason, he disappeared to the westward. Perry
now hurried matters, and on the 4th he towed the Law-
rence to the deepest part of the bar, hastily took out her
guns, and that night got the brig across the bar. The
method used by Perry in getting the Lawrence over is
thus described by Cooper: ‘‘Two large scows, prepared
for the purpose, were hauled alongside, and the work of
lifting the brig proceeded as fast as possible. Pieces of
massive timber had been run through the forward and
after ports, and when the scows were sunk to the water’s
edge, the ends of the timbers were blocked up, supported
by these floating foundations. The plugs were now put in
the scows, and the water was pumped out of them. By
this process the brig was lifted quite two feet, though
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when she was got on the bar it was found that she still
drew too much water. It became necessary, in conse-
quence, to cover up everything, sink the scows anew,
and block up the timbers afresh. This duty occupied the
whole night.’’ 2

At eight o’clock on the morning of the 5th, just as
the Lawrence had been safely got across, Barclay reap-
peared. But he was too late, and after the exchange of a
few shots with the American schooners, Barclay went back
to his base at Malden (Amherstburg) to await the com-
pletion of his most powerful ship, the Detroit. Shortly
after, Perry brought the Niagara across the bar without
trouble. After sailing westward towards Malden, Perry
returned to Erie to lay in provisions, and on August 10
took on 102 seamen whom Lieutenant Elliott had just
brought as a much-needed reinforcement. Elliott, as
second in command, took charge of the Niagara. Perry
could now range the lake at will. He made his head-
quarters at Put-in-Bay, a good harbor thirty miles south-
west of Malden, where he could watech the movements of
Barclay and prevent him from getting to the British
source of supplies at Long Point. As the roads were
impassable, and as blockade-running was impracticable,
Captain Barclay was soon forced to come out for supplies.
In his report to Sir James Yeo after the battle, he wrote:
‘“So perfectly destitute of provisions was the port
[Malden], that there was not a day’s flour in store, and
the crews of the squadron under my command were on
half allowance of many things, and when that was done
there was no more.”” The Indians had been wantonly
killing cattle in this region, and these warriors and their
families, in all 14,000, whom the British had to provide
for, were becoming restive because of the lack of food.

*J. Fenimore Cooper, The History of the Navy of the United
States of America, ii, 389.
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TaE BATTLE OF LARE ERIE

At sunrise on September 10, 1813, the lookout at the
masthead of the Lawrence saw the British flotilla coming
out from Malden. The wind was at first southwest, which
gave Barclay the weather-gage. But after Perry had
got under way, the wind shifted to the southeast and thus
was in his favor. Barclay, in his report of the battle,
says: ‘‘The weather-gage gave the enemy a prodigious
advantage, as it enabled them not only to choose their
position, but their distance also, which they did in such a
manner, as to prevent the carronades of the Queen Char-
lotte and Lady Prevost from having much effect; while
their long guns did great execution, particularly against
the Queen Charlotte.’’

Both commanders formed their vessels in columns,
with the most powerful ships in the centre—a formation
which gave the whole line a strong cohesive force. Perry
had intended to have each of his stronger vessels keep its
position parallel to a correspondingly powerful opponent.
This is proved by the fact that after he noticed the forma-
tion of Barclay’s eentre to be constituted in the following
order: Detroit, Hunter, and Queen Charlotte, he rear-
ranged his own centre thus: Lawrence, Caledonia, and
Niagara. His first plan had been to have the Niagara
ahead of the Lawrence, thinking that the British centre
would be led by the Queen Charlotte. This change in
formation should be noted carefully, as it has an impor-
tant bearing on the Perry-Elliott controversy which arose
after the battle, and which caused our people to take sides
with the two American commanders.

The battle began at 11.45 and continued until three
o’clock. Shortly after the British opened fire, Perry
determined to abandon his first formation parallel to the
enemy’s column. He found that the Lawrence with her
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carronades was not within effective range. Accordingly,
with the schooners Ariel and Scorpion, and the flagship
Lawrence in the van, he tried to reform his flotilla in
column ahead obliquely, that is, in echelon, or bow and
quarter line. At the same time he sent word to the rear
ships, which by reason of the lightness of the wind were
straggling behind, to close up. For some reason Elliott
did not follow his commander’s lead ; instead, he kept his
position behind the slow-sailing Caledonia, and as four-
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fifths of the Niagara’s guns were carronades, Elliott’s
vessel fell behind, out of range. Meanwhile, her intended
antagonist, the Queen Charlotte, finding that the long
guns of the Caledonia were doing great damage, sailed
ahead to take part in the terrific fire that was already
being concentrated on the Lawrence. By reason of
Elliott’s misunderstanding of orders, or his poor judg-
ment, there was now a considerable gap between the
Caledonia and the vessels in the van.

The Lawrence was thus compelled to bear the brunt
of the battle from twelve o’clock until half-past two. Both
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the British and the American larger ships in the van
were suffering terribly. At the end of the first stage of
the bafttle, at two-thirty, the Lawrence was a wreck. Four-
fifths of her crew were either dead or wounded. Finally,
Perry had to call on the surgeons and even on the wounded
to lend a hand, and he himself, assisted by the purser
and chaplain, fired the last effective gun. But the Detroit
was also ‘‘a perfect wreck,’’ aceording to Barclay’s report.
The Queen Charlotte had lost her able captain, Finnis,
early in the action, and was now being badly handled by
an inexperienced Canadian officer.

It was at this erucial moment, that Perry, while his
ship was drifting helplessly astern out of action, made his
famous passage in a boat from the flagship to the Nagara,
which was still perfectly fresh. He at once sent Elliott
to hurry up the American vessels astern, and he himself
in the Niagara stood down for the badly shattered British
flagship. On passing, Perry fired his port guns into the
smaller vessels of the enemy, and his starboard into the
Detroit, the Queen Charlotte, and the Hunter. The
Detroit and the Queen Charlotte were at this moment
trying to wear, to bring fresh broadsides into action; but
as every brace and almost every howline on both had been
shot away, the two vessels fouled each other, and thus
gave the Niagara an excellent opportunity to rake within
half pistol-shot. The terrific fire of the Niagara, sup-
ported by the Caledonia and the schooners now coming
up, quickly brought the battle to a close.

Perry then transferred his broad pennant back to the
Lawrence, so that he might receive the surrender of the
British commanders on the deck of his old flagship. In
the smoke and confusion, the Chippewa and the Little
Belt had crowded on all sail to escape, but they were soon
overhauled by the Trippe and the Scorpion, and were
forced to send their officers to the Lawrence to give up
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their swords. Immediately after the formalities of sur-
render, Perry sent to General William Henry Harrison,
who had succeeded Hull in the command of the American
Army in the Northwest, his famous message, ‘“We have
met the enemy and they are ours—two ships, two brigs,
one schooner, and one sloop.’’

The forces opposed in the battle were very unequal.
The Americans had nine vessels ®* with a total broadside
of 896 pounds against Barclay’s six vessels and total
broadside of 459 pounds. Perry’s superiority in long gun
metal was as three is to two, and in carronade metal as
two is to one. Barclay’s gunnery was excellent in spite
of the fact that, having no locks, he had to fire his guns
by flashing pistols at the touch-holes. The total American
crew numbered 532, of whom only 416 were fit for duty;
the British crew amounted to 440. In all this comparison,
however, it must be borne in mind that the Americans
were not able to take advantage of their superiority in
ships and equipment until nearly the end of the action,
when Elliott finally brought up the Niagara.

Elliott’s conduct in the battle is difficult to explain.
ITe seems to have misunderstood his commanding officer’s
orders. Perry had sent back word by trumpet early in
the engagement to close up the line. Whether Elliott ever
received this order we cannot now determine, as the
charges and counter-charges were never carefully sifted.
Lieutenant Elliott had rendered excellent service in his
earlier work on Liake Erie, but in this battle he seems to
have displayed bad judgment and lack of initiative in not
following Perry’s lead in getting into close action, and
in not engaging the Queen Charlotte according to the
original plan. Elliott’s pleas were that he understood he

3The Ohio was not present at the battle; she had some time
preyiously been sent down the lake.
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was to maintain his position in the line behind the Cale-
domia, and that the wind was too light to keep up with
the faster sailing Queen Charlotte.

Hitherto American naval officers had had little or no
practice in fleet operations, for the sea fights of the early
days had been all single-ship actions. The traditions of
the middle of the 18th century required that the line
must be maintained at all hazards, with the opposing fleets
sailing in parallel courses. In the famous Battle of the
Saints, fought with De Grasse in the West Indies, April
12, 1782, Rodney, at the suggestion of his fleet captain
Douglas, introduced a new maneuver, that of breaking
the enemy’s line. By this means he concentrated the fire
of many of his ships upon an inferior number of the
enemy, and determinedly clung to them until after a
desperate resistance they were worn out and compelled to
surrender. These also were Nelson’s tactics at Trafalgar,
and the remarkable results still more positively demon-
strated the soundness of this style of fighting. The prin-
ciple of concentration, although carried out in a different
way, holds as good now as in the time of Rodney
and Nelson.

Perry’s method of attack seems at first to have fol-
lowed the older tradition of ships sailing in ecolumn
abreast the enemy, and Elliott’s reluctance to leave his
station astern of the Caledonia indicates that this was
the style of battle which he, at least, expected. This
unwillingness of his to leave his position in column, and
the maneuver of the Queen Charlotte in sailing ahead to
join in the attack on the Lawrence, the Ariel, and the
Scorpion, very nearly enabled Barclay to accomplish the
feat of destroying in detail a superior enemy. From the
moment Perry boarded the Niagara, however, he aban-
doned all line formation, and, by breaking through his
enemy’s flotilla, turned defeat into victory.

Captain Barclay, who was thirty-two years of age, had
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an excellent record, and had been in the battle of Trafal-
gar under Nelson. In the action on Lake Erie he was
twice wounded. He refused to leave the deck the
first time he was hurt, but the second time he was wounded
so terribly that his condition later brought tears to the
eyes of the officers who sat on his court-martial. Barclay
behaved with splendid courage during the battle; his
great mistake was in giving up the blockade of Presqu’-
isle and thus letting Perry get to sea. In his report,
the British commander states the number of killed as
forty-one, and wounded ninety-four; Perry gives his
losses as twenty-seven Kkilled and ninety-six wounded.
Although the forces were unequal, this very inequality
redounds to the glory of Perry, whose energy created so
quickly a superior flotilla. Roosevelt remarks that Perry
by reason of his victory over an inferior force does not
deserve the high place above such men as Hull and
Macdonough that is generally accorded him in American
histories. But he goes on to say: “It was greatly to our
credit that we had been enterprising enough to fit out
such an effective little flotilla on Lake ¥rie, and for this
Perry deserves the highest praise.” * Further, when
we contrast the determined work on Lake Krie with the
lack of results on Lake Ontario, we must admit that
Perry accomplished wonders. His intense energy got
together a fleet which within a few months gave the
United States control of Lake Erie, the Upper Lakes,
and the adjacent territory. On the other hand, on Lake
Ontario, the shipbuilding race between Yeo and Chauncey
kept on without result, and ended only with the war.
The extravagant praise of Perry in American histories,
criticised by Roosevelt, is due to the melodramatic features
of the battle, which appealed to the popular imagination :

¢ Roosevelt, Naval War of 1812, p. 278.
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the heroic resistance of the Lawrence, the passage of
Perry in an open boat to the Ntiagara, and the sudden
turning of the tide of victory. His fame should rest,
rather, upon the hopeless days when the timbers of his
future ships were still growing in the forest. In a word,
Perry’s work on Lake Erie attests the fact that what counts
in an officer’s career is not the spectacular event which
appeals to the public, but the quiet, yet tireless energy,
the sound judgment, and the farsightedness that always
precede, and sometimes follow, 4 successful battle.

Resvirs

The results of the battle of Lake Erie were far-reach-
ing. Detroit and Michigan fell back into our possession.
Then followed the victory of the Thames, in which
Tecumseh, the great Indian leader, was slain. Thereupon
the Indians, leaving the British, ceased to be a terror
to the American settlements in the Northwest. The
scheme which the British had fostered of creating in
this section an independent Indian state, carved out of
United States territory—a state which should be under
the protection of Great Britain, constituting a buffer
against the United States—was ended once and for all.



XI
THE CRUISE OF THE ESSEX

In Chapter VIII it was said that the 32-gun frigate
Essex, after missing the Constitution and the Hornet, set
sail on a roving cruise in southern waters. There were
several reasons for this independent action on the part
of Captain Porter. In the first place, after waiting in
vain two weeks off Cape Frio (near Rio de Janeiro) to
meet Bainbridge, Porter found his ship running short of
supplies. He, therefore, hurried on to the next rendezvous
agreed upon, the Island of St. Catharine’s, which was
also on the Brazilian coast. There he failed to find either
the Constitution or the Hornet, but heard of the capture
of the Java, with rumors to the effect that the Hornet had
been taken by the ship-of-the-line Montague, and learned
that several heavy British ships were soon expected in
those waters. Fearing that he should be blockaded, or
attacked in port by an overwhelming force, Captain Porter
immediately put to sea.

‘It was then necessary,’”’! he wrote in his journal,
““to decide promptly on my proceedings, as our pro-
visions were getting short. 1 called on the purser for a
report and found that we had about three months’ bread
at half allowance. There was no port on this coast where
we could procure a supply, without a certainty of capture,
or blockade (which I considered as bad) ; to attempt to
return to the United States at a season of the year when
our coast would be swarming with the enemy’s cruisers,
would be running too much risk, and would be going

1 Porter’s Journal, i, 56, fI.
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diametrically opposite to my instructions. I was per-
fectly at loss now where to find the commodore, as, in
remaining before Bahia, he had departed from his original
intentions, and had already disappointed me at three
rendezvous. The state of my provisions would not admit
of going off St. Helena’s to intercept the returning India-
men, nor would my force justify the proceeding. . .
I, therefore, determined to pursue that course which
seemed to be best calculated to injure the enemy and
would enable me to prolong my ecruise. This could only
be done by going into a friendly port, where I could
increase my supplies without the danger of blockade, and
the first place that presented itself to my mind was the
port of Concepcion on the coast of Chile. The season was,
to be sure, far advanced for doubling Cape Horn; our
stock of provisions was short, and the ship in other
respects not well supplied with stores for so long a cruise;
but there appeared no other choice left to me except
capture, starvation or blockade.”’

Accordingly he put all hands on half rations and
steered for the Cape. After a rough three weeks spent
in beating against the storms for which Cape Horn is
famous, the Esser turned northward again, the first
American man-of-war to weather the Horn or to enter the
Pacific. It happened by an odd coincidence that this
little vessel had been also the first American man-of-war
to round the Cape of Good Hope. 2

On March 13, 1813, Captain Porter dropped his anchor
in the harbor of Valparaiso,® and proceeded at once to
replenish his exhausted stores. The Chilean Government
treated him with courtesy, for, being at that time already

2 In 1800, under Captain Edward Preble.

2 Porter was prevented from carrying out his original intention
of entering Concepcion by a gale that drove him so far north of
that port that he made for Valparaiso instead.
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in revolt against Spain, it did not profess an alliance
with England, as did the still loyal colonies of Spain and
Portugal. Peru, for example, was so zealous in England’s
cause that she had already commissioned several privateers
to prey on the returning American whalers.

While lying at Valparaiso, Captain Porter learned
from an American whaler that there were likely to be many
English whalers in the vicinity of Galapagos Islands, a
noted whaling rendezvous about five hundred miles west
of Ecuador, and that the presence of the Essex in that
neighborhood would serve also to give warning and pro-
tection to home-bound American vessels, whose masters
were still ignorant of the fact that war had broken out.
Acting on this information, as soon as he had finished
storing ship (March 20), Captain Porter left Valparaiso
for the Galapagos, skirting, en route, the coast line of
Chile and Peru, looking for a Peruvian privateer which
he heard had captured two American whalers. In a few
days he succeeded in finding and capturing the privateer,
whose captain, on demand, furnished a list and deserip-
tion of all the British whalers he knew in those waters.
Two days later, he recaptured the Barclay, one of the
two American ships taken by the privateer. After this,
he sailed direct for the Galapagos Islands, arriving there
on the 17th of April.

While cruising in this neighborhood, the Essex capt-
ured six ships, carrying in all eighty guns and 340 men.
Finding himself burdened with prisoners and prizes, which
were too far from any American port to send home, Porter
took his squadron to the coast to land his prisoners and
dispose of some of his prizes. He touched first at Tumbez,
a town at the mouth of the Tumbez River, in the Gulf of
Guayaquil, Ecuador. There he put the largest of the
prizes, the Atlantic, mounting twenty light guns, under the
command of the first lieutenant, Master-Commandant

12



178 The United States N avy

Downes, and renamed her the Essex Junior. To another
prize, the Greenwich, he transferred all the supplies he
had taken from his captures and made her thereafter the
store ship of his squadron.

Having completed these arrangements, Porter returned
to the Galapagos in the Essex, accompanied by the Green-
wich, and a prize ship of 16 guns, the Georgiana. The
remaining prizes he sent to Valparaiso under the escort
of the Essexr Junior. By this time he had captured so
many vessels that he was compelled to draw on the mid-
shipmen for prize masters, and in the trip from Tumbez
to Valparaiso, he put the ship Barclay, with her ex-captain
retained on board to help navigate her, under the com-
mand of Midshipman Farragut, then not quite twelve
years old. At the very outset, the lad was compelled to
settle the question of command with the big whaler, who
swore that he would take the Barclay to New Zealand
instead of Valparaiso, and went below to get his pistols.
The other vessels of the squadron were by this time too
far away to communicate with, but Farragut, after telling
his right-hand man of the prize crew what the situation
was, shouted down the cabin ladder that if the whaler
came up with his pistols he did so at the risk of going
overboard. Finding that the crew were ready to stand
by their young commander, the ex-captain had to give in.
From that moment Farragut was master of the situa-
tion, and navigated the Barclay without mishap to
Valparaiso.

Captain Porter continued to make valuable captures in
the neighborhood of the Galapagos, and by the end of
September, when he was rejoined by the Essex Junior,
he had captured nearly every English ship on the southern
coast. Master-Commandant Downes, on his arrival,
brought the news from Valparaiso that the 36-gun frigate
Phabe and the sloops Cherub and Raccoon were on their
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way round the Horn. Porter looked forward to an oppor-
tunity of trying the Essex against the Phwbe, but his ship
was in great need of overhauling. Accordingly, he set
sail with his squadron for the Marquesas Islands, where
he could dismantle his ship without fear of being dis-
turbed by a British man-of-war.

While the squadron lay at Nukahiva, one of the
Marquesas Islands, the work of refitting was interrupted
by a lively campaign on shore in defense of the coast
tribe, which had received them with hospitality, against
hostile tribes of the interior. On the 12th of December,
1813, the overhauling of the Essex was completed. Cap-
tain Porter left Lieutenant Gamble * of the marines with
three midshipmen and twenty-six men in charge of a
small battery, under which the four prizes were moored;
and made sail for Valparaiso, accompanied by the Essex
Junior. He hoped now to meet an English man-of-war
of equal force, and conclude his commerce-destroying
cruise with the capture of a frigate.

The results of this famous ecruise, Captain Porter
summarized in his report to the Secretary of the Navy,
as follows:®

‘“T had completely broken up the British navigation
in the Pacific; the vessels which had not been captured
by me were laid up and dared not venture out. I had
afforded the most ample protection to our own vessels,
which were, on my arrival, very numerous and unpro-
tected. The valuable whale fishery there [of the British]
is entirely destroyed, and the actual injury we have done

* A mutiny broke out shortly afterwards. Lieutenant Gamble
escaped with his life and eventually made his way to one of the
Sandwich Islands, and was captured afterwards by the Cherub.
The mutineers were British deserters in the crew of the Essex
aided by six prisoners.

8 Porter’s Journal, ii, 161.
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them may be estimated at two and a half million dollars,
independent of the expenses of vessels sent in search of
me. They have. supplied me amply with sails, cordage,
cables, anchors, provisions, medicines, and stores of every
description—and the slops on board them have furnished
clothing for the seamen. We have, in fact, lived on the
enemy since I have been in that sea; every prize having
proved a well-found store ship for me. I have not yet
been under the necessity of drawing bills on the Depart-
ment for any object, and have been enabled to make con-
siderable advances to my officers and erew on account of
pay. For the unexampled time we have kept at sea, my
crew have continued remarkably healthy.’’

On the way to the mainland, Captain Porter kept his
men exercised daily at gun and sword drills in anticipa-
tion of meeting the Phawbe. On February 3, 1814, the
FEssex and the Essex Junior reached Valparaiso. Five
days later, the Phabe and the Cherub came in together.
The Raccoon had previously parted company from her
consorts and headed north. What happened between the
two forees is graphically told by Farragut in his journal.®

“‘In January, 1814, we arrived off the coast of Chile.
After looking into Concepcion, we ran down to Valparaiso,
where we lay until the arrival of the British frigate
Phabe and sloop of war Cherub. This occurred early in
February. The frigate mounted thirty long 18-pounders,
sixteen 32-pounder carronades, one howitzer, and six
3-pounders in the fops, with a crew of 320 men. The
Cherub had eighteen 32-pounder carronades, eight 24-
pounders, two long nines, and a crew of 180 men.

‘“ When they made their appearance off the port, our
whole watch, being a third of our crew, were on shore on
liberty. The mate of an English merchantman, which

¢ Loyall Farragut, Life of David Glasgow Farragut, p. 32, fI.
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was lying in port at the time, went immediately on board
the Phabe, and stated to Captain Hillyar that one-half of
our men were on shore and that the Essex would fall an
easy prey. The two ships then hauled into the harbor
on a wind. The Phabe made our larboard quarter, but
the Cherub fell to leeward about half a mile. On gaining
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our quarter, the Phabe put her helm down, and luffed up
on our starboard bow, coming within ten or fifteen feet of
the Essezx.

‘I should say here, that as soon as the enemy hove in
sight, we fired a gun and hoisted a cornet for all boats and
men to return, and in fifteen minutes every man was at
his quarters, and but one was under the influence of liquor,
he a mere boy. When the Phabe, as before imentioned,
was close alongside, and all hands were at quarters, the
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powder-boys stationed with slow matches ready to dis-
charge the guns, the boarders, cutlass in hand, standing
by to board in the smoke, as was our custom at close
quarters, the intoxicated youth saw, or imagined that he
saw, through the port, some one on the Phabe grinning at
him. ‘My fine fellow, I'll stop your making faces,” he
exclaimed, and was just about to fire his gun, when Lieu-
tenant MecKnight saw the movement and with a blow
sprawled him on the deck. Had that gun been fired, I
am convinced that the Phebe would have been ours. But
it was destined to be otherwise. We were all at quarters
and cleared for action, waiting with breathless anxiety for
the command from Captain Porter to board, when the
English captain (Hillyar) appeared, standing on the after
gun in a pea-jacket, and in plain hearing said:

‘“ ‘Captain Hillyar’s compliments to Captain Porter,
and hopes he is well.’

‘‘Porter replied, ‘Very well, I thank you; but I hope
you will not come too near, for fear some accident might
take place which would be disagreeable to you,” and with
a wave of his trumpet the kedge anchors went up to our
yard-arms, ready to grapple the enemy.

‘‘Captain Hillyar braced back his yards and remarked
to Porter that if he did fall aboard him, he begged to
assure the captain that it would be entirely accidental.

‘“‘Well,” said Porter, ‘you have no business where
you are. If you touch a rope-yarn of this ship, I shall
board instantly.” He then hailed the Essex Junior, and
told Captain Downes to be prepared to repel the enemy.

‘‘But our desire for a fight was not yet to be gratified.
The Phabe backed down, her yards passed over ours, not
touching a rope, and she anchored about half a mile astern.
‘We thus lost an opportunity of taking her, though we had
observed the striect neutrality of the port under very
aggravating circumstances.
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‘““We remained together in the harbor for some days,
when the British vessels, having completed their pro-
visioning and watering, went to sea and commenced a
regular blockade of our ships. One night we manned all
our boats for the purpose of boarding the enemy outside.
The captain in his boat, with muffled oars, pulled so close
up to the Phwbe that he could hear the conversation of
the men on her forecastle, and thereby learned that they
were lying at their quarters prepared for us; so the
attempt was given up, and we returned on board.

‘It was understood in our ship, one day, that Captain
Porter had sent word to Captain Hillyar that, if he would
send the Cherub to the leeward point of the harbor, he
would go out and fight him. We all believed the terms
would be accepted, and everything was kept in readiness
to get under way. Soon after, the Phabe was seen stand-
ing in with her motto flag flying, on which was God and
our Country! British Sailors’ Best Rights! This was in
answer to Porter’s flag, Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights!
She fired a gun to windward, and the Cherub was seen
running to leeward. In five minutes our anchor was up,
and under topsails and jib we cleared for action—in fact,
we were always ready for that. When within two miles
of our position, the Phabe bore up and set her studding-
sails. This I considered a second breach of faith on the
part of Hillyar; for, by his maneuvers in both instances,
it was evident that he was either wanting in courage or
lacked the good faith of a high-toned chivalrous spirit to
carry out his original intention. However, as Captain
Hillyar subsequently proved himself a brave man, in
more than one instance, I shall not deny him that common
characteristic of a naval officer, and have attributed his
action on these two occasions to a want of good faith. He
was dealing with a far inferior force and it was ignoble
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in the extreme, on his part, not to meet his foe, when he
had the ghost of an excuse for doing so, ship to ship.

““On the 28th of March, 1814, it came on to blow from
the south, and we parted our larboard cable, dragging the
starboard anchor leeward; we immediately got under way
and made sail on the ship. The enemy’s vessels were close
in with the weathermost point of the bay; but Captain
Porter thought we could weather them, so we hauled up
for that purpose, and took in our topgallant sails, which
had been set over close reefed topsails. But scarcely had
the topgallant sails been clewed down, when a squall struck
the ship and, though the topsail halyards were let go, the
yards jammed, and would not come down. When the ship
was nearly gunwale under, the maintopmast went by the
board, carrying the men who were on the maintopgallant
yard into the sea, and they were drowned. We imme-
diately wore ship and attempted to regain the harbor;
but, owing to the disaster, were unable to do so; therefore
we anchored in a small bay, about a quarter of a mile
off shore and three-quarters of a mile from the small
battery.

““But it was evident, from the preparations being
made by the enemy, that he intended to attack us; so we
made arrangements to receive him as well as we possibly
could. Springs ™ were got on our cables, and the ship was
perfectly prepared for action.

““I well remember the feelings of awe produced in me
by the approach of the hostile ships; even to my young
mind it was perceptible in the faces of those around me,

"A spring is a rope taken from the stern of a ship to an
anchor off the bow. By hauling on it the crew can turn or “ wind ”
the ship in the desired direction without having to depend on sail
power. In this action the springs were bent to the anchor cable
instead of to the ring of the anchor itself, an unfortunate arrange-
ment which exposed them to the enemy’s fire.
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as clearly as possible, that our case was hopeless. It was
equally apparent that all were ready to die at their guns
rather than surrender; and such I believe to have been
the determination of the crew almost to a man. There
had been so much bantering of each other among the men
of the ships, through the medium of letters and songs,
with an invariable fight between the boats’ crews when
they met on shore, that a very hostile sentiment was
engendered. Our flags were flying from every mast, and
the enemy’s vessels displayed their ensigns, jacks, and
motto flags, as they bore down grandly to the attack.

““At 3.54 p.M. they commenced firing; the Phaebe
under our stern, and the Cherudb on our starboard bow.
But the latter, finding out pretty soon that we had too
many guns bearing on her, likewise ran under our stern.
We succeeded in getting three long guns out of the stern
ports, and kept up as well directed a fire as possible in
such an unequal contest.

“‘In half an hour they were both compelled to haul
off to repair damages. During this period of the fight,
we had succeeded three times in getting springs on our
cables, but in each instance they were shot away as soon
as they were hauled taut. Notwithstanding the incessant
firing from both of the enemy’s ships, we had, so far,
suffered less than might have been expected, considering
that we could bring but three guns to oppose two broad-
sides. We had many men killed in the first five or ten
minutes of their fire, before we could bring our stern guns
to bear.

‘“The enemy soon repaired damages, and renewed the
attack, both ships taking position on our larboard quarter,
out of reach of our carronades, and where the stern guns
could not be brought to bear. They then kept up a most
galling fire, which we were powerless to return. At this
juncture the captain ordered the cable to be ecut, and,
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after ineffectual attempts, we succeeded in getting sail
on the ship, having found that the flying jib-halyards
were in a condition to hoist that sail. It was the only
serviceable rope that had not been shot away. By this
means we were able to close with the enemy, and the
firing now became fearful on both sides. The Cherub was
compelled to haul out, and never came into close action
again, though she lay off and used her long guns greatly
to our discomfort, making a perfect target of us. The
Phabe also, was enabled, by the better condition of her
sails, to choose her own distance, suitable for her long
guns, and kept up a most destructive fire on our helpless
ship.

‘“ ‘Finding,’ as Captain Porter says, ‘the impossibility
of closing with the Phabe,” he determined to run his ship
ashore and destroy her. We accordingly stood for the
land, but when we were within half a mile of the bluffs
the wind suddenly shifted, took us flat aback, and paid
our head off shore. We were thus again exposed to a
galling fire from the Phabe. At this moment Captain
Downes of the Essex Junior came on board to receive his
orders, being under the impression that our ship would
soon be captured, as the enemy at that time were raking
us, while we could not bring a gun to bear, and his vessel
was in no condition to be of service to us.

‘‘Captain Porter now ordered a hawser to be bent on
to the sheet anchor and let go. This brought our ship’s
head around, and we were in hopes that the Phawbe would
drift out of gun shot, as the sea was nearly calm; but the
hawser broke, and we were again at the mercy of the
enemy. The ship was now reported to be on fire, and the
men came rushing up from below, many with their clothes
burning, which were torn from them as quickly as pos-
sible, and those from whom this could not be done were
told to jump overboard and quench the flames. Many of

’
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the crew, and even some of the officers, hearing the order
to jump overboard, took it for granted that the fire had
reached the magazine, and that the ship was about to blow
up ; so they leaped into the water and attempted to reach
the shore, about three-quarters of a mile distant, in which
effort a number were drowned.

‘““The captain sent for the commissioned officers, to
consult with them the propriety of further resistance; but
first went below to ascertain the quantity of powder in
the magazine. On his return to the deck, he met Lieu-
tenant McKnight,® the only commissioned officer left on
duty, all the others having been killed or wounded. As it
was pretty evident that the ship was in a sinking condi-
tion, it was determined to surrender, in order to save the
wounded, and at 6.30 p.M, the painful order was given to
haul down the colors.”’

In this action, the Essex lost fifty-eight killed, sixty-
six wounded, and thirty-one missing. Most of the last
were probably drowned in the attempt to swim ashore.
If the number of the missing is included, this is the
heaviest loss sustained by any American vessel during the
war. The British reported four killed and seven wounded
on the Phebe; and one killed and three wounded on the
Cherub. Among the killed on the Phwbe was Captain
Hillyar’s first lieutenant, Ingram, who, it is said, begged
his captain to close with the Essex, saying that it was

®The loss of the Essexr is linked with the tragedy of the
Wasp. After the battle in Valparaiso, Lieutenant Stephen Decatur
McKnight and Midshipman James Lyman were exchanged against
a number of Englishmen in one of the Essea’s prizes that remained
in port, and these officers consented to go in the Phwbe to Rio to
testify before the prize court in behalf of the Phabe’s prize claims.
Afterwards they embarked in a Swedish brig sailing for England.
On October 9, 1814, the brig fell in with the Wasp, in mid ocean.
The two officers were transferred to her, and she was never heard
from again.
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deliberate murder to lie off at long range and fire into
the Americans like a target, when they were unable to
return the fire. Hillyar, however, naturally preferred to
make the capture at least cost to himself.

The result was conclusive as to the folly of arming a
frigate’s main deck with carronades. Porter himself had
protested, on taking command, and begged to be allowed
to substitute long guns, but the Department refused. It
may fairly be said that the country owes the loss of the
Essex to this refusal.®

Though the British captain showed Captain Porter
and the survivors of the American crew every considera-
tion, as Porter freely admits, the latter could not but feel
a bitter resentment over Hillyar’s attacking him in neutral
waters. This was particularly hard to endure after
Porter’s forbearance when the Phwbe came into the
harbor with the evident intention of taking the Essex by
surprise. Captain Hillyar’s conduct, however, wag in
keeping with the policy of those days, common to Napoleon
and to the British Government alike, which recognized
neutral rights only when it was convenient.

Like another famous commerce-destroyer, the Con-
federate cruiser Alabama, the Essex was not taken till
after she had struck her blow. By destroying British
commerce in the Pacific she did far more to hurt the
enemy than she could have done by the capture of a
frigate; for in 1814 England had frigates to spare, but
her merchantmen were her very means' of existence.

® The armament of the Essex in her action with the British
ships consisted of forty 32-1b. carronades and six long 12’s.
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BATTLE OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND THE
CONCLUSION OF THE WAR

OPERATIONS ON LAKE ONTARIO

Ox Lake Ontario the shipbuilding contest between
Sir James Lucas Yeo and Captain Isaac Chauncey, re-
ferred to in a previous chapter, continued. At the begin-
ning of the summer of 1814, each had four ships and
four brigs. This contest in building went on with the
nicety of a mathematical problem. When one commander
had a slight superiority, the second hid in port until he
could build enough to outstrip the other. Then the second
sallied forth, and the first took his turn in port. Both
were overcautious.

During the previous spring, Yeo had managed to get
to sea some time before Chauncey, and at once made a
successful attack (May 5) on Oswego, destroying the
barracks and sailing away with the Growler, together with
heavy ordnance and supplies. The British, however, did
not pursue their advantage, but, instead, now blockaded
the American commodore at Sackett’s Harbor, where he
was doing his best in hurrying forward the heavy guus
for his new ships. On June 5, Yeo raised the blockade;
and Chauncey, on July 31, took the lake, only to find
that the British commander had shut himself up at
Kingston to await the completion of a ship-of-the-line
then building.

‘When Major-General Brown asked the co-operation of
Chauncey in the offensive campaign against Canada, the
latter, who had rendered valuable assistance the year

189
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before in the attacks on Forts George and York, objected
on the plea that he had his hands full in attempting the
‘“‘capture and destruction’ of the enemy’s fleet.’”” This
was, of course, his immediate duty; and if he had accom-
plished it, General Brown’s mission on the Niagara penin-
sula would have received the kind of co-operation it most
needed. But Chauncey’s cautious and dilatory tactics
gained nothing for himself, or for the American cause
anywhere. It was the opinion of Winfield Scott that if
the British had not had free access to the lake, Lundy’s
Lane, instead of being a drawn battle, might have been
a victory so decisive as to have turned the scales of war.
The Americans soon found themselves, instead of taking
the offensive against Canada, forced to prepare for a
threatened invasion through Lake Champlain.?

BarTLE OoF LARE CHAMPLAIN

Although the condition of affairs on the Great Lakes
remained unchanged during the year 1814, events of the
greatest importance were taking place on Lake Champlain.
This lake had not hitherto played a part in the war at all
commensurate with its important position. With Lake
George and the Hudson River it formed a series of water
connections from the source of American supplies at New
York to what should have been the true objective of an
offensive war on the Canadian border, Montreal. The
British, naturally on the defensive in Canada, had paid
no heed to this waterway during the early years of the
war, and the Americans, in their efforts, under Hull and
Dearborn, to concentrate their attention on the Northwest,
had neglected their opportunity. Hence we find little or
no mention of Lake Champlain until June, 1813. As
three of the armed sloops here were American, against one

! Mahan, War of 1812, ii, 306-311.
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British, the former could sail where they pleased, while
the British remained at their base in the lower narrows, at
Isle aux Noix. On June 2, 1813, two of the American
sloops, the Eagle and the Growler, while approaching
too near the British garrison at the narrows, were raked
from the shore and captured. The British now followed
up their advantage. Captain Everard, of the British
sloop Wasp, lying at Quebee, volunteered with some of
his men to make a raid on the lake. He destroyed the
public building at Plattsburg and the barracks at Saranac,
and captured some small vessels, while Macdonough, the
American commander on the lake, taken utterly by sur-
prise, and helpless because of the loss of his two vessels,
had to sit by and look on. Everard hurried back, and
with Captain Pring stirred up the authorities to building
ships at once on Lake Champlain.

Now began a contest in shipbuilding like the rivalry
on the Great Lakes, and it continued until the fall of
1814. Macdonough had already established his base at
Plattsburg, and had all his vessels, except the Eagle,
ready by the latter part of May. He could then range
the lake at will and bring stores from Burlington, while
the British were awaiting the completion of their most
powerful ship, the Confiance, which was not launched
until August 25. Captain Downie took command of
the British flotilla on September 2, and in response to the
goading of the Governor-General of Canada, hurried the
equipment of his vessels to the utmost in order to
co-operate with Prevost’s invading army. By this time,
the American flotilla consisted of the ship Saratoga, 26;
the brig Eagle, 20; the schooner Ticonderoga, 17; the
sloop Preble, 7; and about ten row-galleys or gunboats:
in all fourteen vessels, with 882 men, eighty-six guns,
and total broadside of 1194 pounds, 714 from short and
480 from long guns.
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On the other hand, the British had the Confiance
(rated after her capture in our navy as a frigate), mount-
ing twenty-seven long 24-pounders, of which one was a
pivot gun and thus available for both broadsides, and
ten carronades; they had, besides, the brig Linnet, 16;
the Chub, 11; the Finch, 11; and about twelve gunboats:
in all, sixteen vessels, with 937 men, ninety-two guns, and
total broadside of 1192 pounds, 532 from short and 660
from long guns. Thus the superiority was on the British
side. The Confiance had an approximate tonnage of 1200,
as against the Saratoga’s 734 tons. ‘‘The two largest
British vessels, Confiance and Linnet, were slightly
inferior to the American Saratoga and Eagle in aggregate
weight of broadside ; but, like the General Pike on Ontario
in 1813, the superiority of the Confiance in long guns, and
under one captain, would on the open lake have made her
practically equal to cope with the whole American squad-
ron, and still more with the Sarafoga alone, assuming that
the Linnet gave the Fagle some oceupation.’’ ?

A British army of 11,000 men, part of four brigades
recently sent from Wellington’s Peninsular veterans to
Canada, was slowly marching, under the command of
Sir George Prevost, Governor-General of Canada, up the
western side of Lake Champlain. The American general,
Izard, had been ordered to proceed with most of the
troops at Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor, leaving General
Macomb with scarcely 2000 men to meet the invaders.
Prevost kept urging Downie to set sail, so as to co-operate
with him in the attack on Plattsburg. The Governor-
General drove Macomb across the Saranac, which divides
Plattsburg, and then he sat down and waited for Downie.
The latter thus had to offer battle prematurely to Maec-
donough ; but although the British flotilla was somewhat

2 Mahan, War of 1812, ii, 371.
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handicapped by this haste, the American vessels were
likewise not yet fully prepared. The crews of both
flotillas had had little time for that training necessary to
organized effort. The locks of some of the guns of the
Confiance were useless, and similar difficulties presented
themselves on the American vessels. But in these disad-
vantages, the opposing fleets were equally handicapped.

Macdonough, though only thirty years old, had made
preparations for battle worthy of a much older head.
The mouth of Plattsburg Bay, where the engagement took
place, extends from Cumberland Head southwestward to
the shoals of Crab Island. When Downie’s fleet, early on
the morning of September 11, was known to have set sail
under a northeast wind, Macdonough anchored his ships
in a line across the entrance of Plattsburg Bay, the larger
vessels off Cumberland Head, in the following order:
Eagle, Saratoga, Ticonderoga, and Preble; the gunboats
he drew up in a line forty yards behind. Thus the heavier
vessels at Cumberland Head, and the shoals at Crab
Island, would check any attempt at turning Macdonough’s
flanks. The enemy, in a channel too narrow to beat, would
have to approach bows on, close to the wind, while the
Americans had the weather-gage for easy maneuvering.
Besides, in case of failure of wind, or for presenting a
new broadside quickly at the same berth, Macdonough had
provided his vessels with springs.

The British naval commander, who could plainly see
across the narrow Cumberland Head Macdonough’s for-
mation, planned his own line accordingly. The Confiance
was to round the point, fire a broadside at the Eagle at
the upper end of the line, and then come to anchor across
the bows of the Saratoga. The Chub and the Linnet were
then to anchor off the Eagle’s bow and stern, and the
Finch, assisted by the British gunboats, was to oppose
the Ticonderoga and the Preble.

13



194 The United States N avy

As Downie rounded Cumberland Head, he was sur-
prised to find no co-operation from Prevost, but he never-
theless bravely adhered to his part of the attack. The
Confiance laboriously made for the upper end of the
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American line, but under the concentrated fire from
Macdonough’s vessels and the shifting winds, she was
compelled to abandon her first plan of going to the head
of the line, and she came to anchor some 500 yards to the
east of the Saratoga. Both port bow-anchors of the
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British flagship had meanwhile been shot away, and a
ball from one of the Saratoga’s long 24-pounders, fired
by Macdonough himself, struck the Confiance near the
hawse-hole, killing and wounding several men in its course
along the length of the deck. Downie, who coolly made
fast his ship before he fired a gun, now, at about nine
o’clock, fired a deadly broadside which is said to have
killed or wounded one-fifth of the Saratoga’s crew.

Meanwhile the Linnet and the Chud had engaged the
Eagle. The Chub, before she could anchor, received con-
siderable damage to her sails and rigging; and, with her
commander wounded, she drifted helplessly through Mac-
donough’s line, where an American midshipman took
charge of her. The Linnet, having anchored to windward
of the Fagle, kept pouring a diagonal fire into the Amer-
ican vessel. After standing the broadsides of the Linmnet
and part of the fire of the Confiance, the Eagle at 10.30
cut her cables and slipped down to a position between the
Saratoga and the Ticonderoga. In this way she brought
her fresh broadside into play against the Confiance with-
out exposure to shots from either the Confiance or the
Linnet. The Eagle’s change of berth gave the Linnet an
opportunity, after some slight skirmishing with the Amer-
ican gunboats, to shift her anchorage to a raking position
off the Saratoga’s bows.

At the southern end of the American line, the
Finch and some of the British gunboats were attack-
ing the Ticonderoga and the Preble. As the Finch
did not keep mear enough to the wind, she failed to
reach the position assigned to her abreast the Ticon-
deroga, nor could she gain it later when the wind died
down. Silenced by a few broadsides from the Amer-
ican schooner, she drifted on the shoals at Crab Island,
where a 6-pounder mounted on shore foreced her finally
to surrender. Although some of the British gunboats kept
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at a safe distance from their enemy’s long guns and later
ingloriously fled, four pressed forward to attack with des-
perate courage. The little Preble was obliged to cut her
cable and take refuge under the American shore batteries
at Plattsburg. As the American gunboats were too light
to be of much assistance, the Ticonderoge was left prac-
tically unsupported, but her commander, ILieutenant
Cassin, handled his schooner with marked ability. Heed-
less of the great danger from musketry and grape, he
directed the fight from the taffrail, and gave the close-
approaching gunboats loads of canister that finally drove
them off, though not till some of them had got within a
boat’s length of their foe.

At the head of the line, where the main fighting took
place, the contest dwindled down to one between the
Saratoga and Eagle on the American side, and the Con-
fiance and Linnet on the British. The vessels were firing
at stationary targets, at point-blank range, and in smooth
water, and under such conditions even inexperienced
crews could inflict terrible damage. Downie was killed
early in the action, and his death was a great loss to the
British side. Gradually, owing to the inexperience and
lack of longer training of the crews, confusion became
apparent in both flotillas. The American sailors, when
their officers were killed or wounded, overloaded the car-
ronades, and thus destroyed the effectiveness of these
guns. On the Confiance the quoins were gradually
loosened by the heavy firing, and as this error was not
rectified, her guns kept shooting higher and higher. Such
confusion reigned at times on the British flagship, that
the gunners rammed home shot without any powder, or
cartridges without any shot. The first broadside of the
Confiance, before Captain Downie was killed, had been
directed with deadly precision, but the later confusion
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showed the need of that organization and co-operation
which are necessary to make crew and officers a unit in
action.

The damage aboard the Sarafoga was also great,
nearly her whole starboard battery having been rendered
useless ; but it was at this crisis that Macdonough’s fore-
sight and preparation were able to bring into play the
unused guns of his vessel. By means of the springs pre-
viously prepared for just such a contingency, he now
winded his ship, and thus brought to bear her fresh broad-
side. The British tried to do the same, and as the Con-
fiance’s stern anchor had been shot away, Lieutenant
Robertson tried to wind her by a spring from the
bow. The attempt was not successful, and the flagship
hung with her bow to the wind, affording the Saratoga
an excellent opportunity to rake. With the British vessel’s
hold partly full of water, and a crew that refused to work
the guns any longer, Robertson, in his exposed position,
was compelled to strike his colors. This was at about
eleven o’clock. Macdonough at once, by means of his
springs, again turned his ship so that her broadside would
bear on the Linnet, and after fifteen minutes forced Cap-
tain Pring also to strike. At just this time the Ticon-
deroga was ending her fight with the gunboats.

The battle had been fought with the greatest obstinacy
on both sides. The Saratoge had been hulled by round
shot fifty-five times, and the Confiance 105 times. The
Eagle and the Linnet also were badly shattered. The
number of killed and wounded on the American side was
approximately 200; that of the British, 300. The greatest
praise is due to Macdonough for this signal victory; in
the careful choice of his position and in the thorough
preparations for battle, he had shown unusual skill and
judgment. In addition to these qualities, Macdonough
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possessed indomitable courage. ‘‘Down to the time of the
Civil War he is the greatest figure in our naval history.’”

The results of the battle of Liake Champlain were of
the highest importance. Prevost’s army at once fled in
confusion back to Canada, thus abandoning the policy of
the British Government for an offensive war. It had also
a decisive effect on the pending peace negotiations in
forcing England to relinquish her eclaim to American
territory.

CoNcLUDING EVvENTS OF THE WAR

The battle of Lake Champlain practically ended the
war. The Treaty of Ghent was signed on December 24,
1814, but, owing to the slowness of means of communica-
tion in those days, it was not ratified by our Government
until February 17, 1815. Since it had been expressly stip-
ulated that hostilities were not to cease until ratification,
and since it was difficult to get news of peace to vessels
cruising in distant waters, several important battles took
place after the signing and even after the ratification of
the treaty. These included one land battle, New Orleans;
and several naval engagements, the capture of the Prest-
dent by the British blockading squadron off New York,
the battle between the Constitulion and the Cyane and
Levant, and the sloop action between the Hornet and the
Penguin.

The part of the navy in the battle of New Orleans
was small; yet the aid of the Carolina in attacking the
invaders on December 23, 1814, and the assistance ren-
dered by the crew of the Louisiana, with its naval battery
mounted ashore so as to enfilade the troops of the enemy,
on January 1, 1815, showed of what excellent use even a
trifling naval force can be.

3 Roosevelt, Naval War of 1812, p. 399.
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Loss or THE PRESIDENT

The frigate President, lying in New York harbor,
had, in May, 1814, been transferred to Captain Stephen
Decatur, who had brought with him the crew from his
former command, the Umited States, then hopelessly
blockaded at New London. As a formidable force under
Admiral Cochrane and General Ross was now threatening
our coast, the citizens of New York and Philadelphia were
anxious that Decatur should remain in the viecinity.

This, and the fact that a vigilant blockading fleet was
outside, kept the President shut up in New York until
the night of January 14, 1815, when, in a bad northwester,
she slipped out of the harbor, but unfortunately went
aground in the channel. After considerable effort, the
President cleared the bar, damaged so badly that her
former speediness was gone. To add to her misfortune,
she ran at five o’clock next morning into the blockading
fleet, under Captain Hayes, consisting of the razee Majes-
tic, 56, and the 38-gun frigates Endymion, Pomone, and
Tenedos. In the fierce gale, the British vessels were
scattered, and Captain Hayes had not yet succeeded in
getting his ships together.

While Captain Hayes was directing his attention to
a suspicious sail to the south, which turned out to be his
own frigate, the Tenedos, the Endymion started a chase
of the President which lasted until nearly midnight of the
fifteenth. Decatur steered his course eastward, parallel
to the shore of Long Island. The Endymion, by con-
stantly yawing, was able to bring her broadsides to bear
without losing distance. Decatur endured this fire for
a half hour, and then suddenly putting his helm to port
headed south, with intent to cross the Endymion’s bows.
But the latter imitated the maneuver, and the two ships,
on parallel courses, exchanged broadsides until Decatur
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had accomplished his purpose, which was to strip his
pursuer’s sails from the spars and thus prevent further
pursuit. The President now, with even studding-sails
set, continued her course, but although the Endymion
was badly ecrippled, Decatur’s maneuver had given the
Pomone and the Tenedos a chance to overtake him. At
eleven p.M., the American commander surrendered with-
out firing another broadside.

CAPTURE OF THE CYANE AND LEVANT

The Constitution, Captain Stewart, after a long block-
ade in Boston harbor, managed, in December, 1814, to
get to sea. Some 200 miles northeast of Madeira, on
February 20, 1815, she sighted two vessels, which later
were found to be the frigate Cyane, 32, and the sloop of
war Levant, of 20 guns. When first seen, the British
ships were ten miles apart, but in spite of the light easterly
wind, they gradually joined each other, and were only
100 yards apart when they attacked the Comnstitution.
At 6.05 p.M. the American vessel, being to windward, at
300 yards’ distance, opened with her guns. The wind was
so light that in the enveloping smoke the antagonists had
to cease firing at times to see where they were. Stewart,
with remarkable nimbleness, not only avoided being raked
himself, but managed to wear the Constitution so adroitly
that he raked both British vessels several times. The
Cyane struck at 6.50. Stewart now set out in pursuit
of the Levant, which had withdrawn while a prize crew
was taking possession of the Cyane; but at 8.50 p.M. the
plucky little Levant wore, and on opposite tacks the vessels
exchanged broadsides. Stewart, by another quick turn,
raked the Levant from the stern. The British vessel now
sought safety in flight, but at ten p.M. the Constitution
overtook and captured her. The divided forece of the
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enemy in this engagement was in the Constitution’s favor,
but it was especially the quick and skilful maneuvering
of Captain Stewart that won the battle. The Constitution
and the Cyane later escaped from a British squadron and
safely reached the United States, but the Levant was
recaptured.

PRIVATEERING

At least a passing consideration should be given to
the very important service of the American privateers,
although, strictly speaking, they had no place in our navy.
Privateering, especially towards the end of the war, was
a favorite way of harrying British trade. By diverting
large numbers of seamen, it weakened the regular navy;
and as the results were far less than might have been
secured by men-of-war, it seems from our point of view
to have been of doubtful advantage. Yet our country,
when it awoke to the fact that it had entered upon hos-
tilities wretchedly prepared, welcomed assistance from
private enterprise. Privateering was profitable business
to those who succeeded, and it must be admitted com-
merecial instinet quite as often as patriotism was the
impelling motive. There were about 500 of these vessels,
and they captured or destroyed 1350 British ships.

ResvLTs oF THE WAR

The treaty signed at Ghent on December 24, 1814, was
silent regarding the two great issues of the war, impress-
ment and illegal seizures under the Orders in Council.
The orders had been repealed before war was declared
by the United States, and though Great Britain stoutly
maintained her prescriptive right to impressment, she did
not later continue her practice in this regard. On the
other hand, the British made concessions in the treaty that
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were hard for them to yield. On the strength of their
possession, in 1814, of Forts Mackinac and Niagara, and
of the country east of the Penobscot, England had at
first laid claim to the surrender of some of our territory.
The British also had sought to make military barriers of
the Great Lakes, which thenceforth should be controlled
by Great Britain and used by Americans only for com-
mercial purposes. Further, they had laid claim to some
of our territory in the Northwest for an independent
Indian state. In the face of a possible European war,
however, and more particularly by reason of Prevost’s
precipitous retreat to Canada, the British gave up these
territorial demands, and the American position, no grant
of territory whatever, was incorporated in the treaty.
Moreover, to avoid future complications, the treaty pro-
vided for the adjustment of the boundary as far as the
Lake of the Woods in Minnesota. Both parties also
pledged themselves to use every effort to stamp out the
slave trade.

The war had an excellent effect in firing anew the
spirit of patriotism in the young nation, and in promoting
respect abroad. The narrow selfishness of many of the
merchant classes and the hostile attitude of New England
to the war, had given way to a stronger national unity
and a broader patriotism. The navy had contributed in
no small degree to bringing about this result. While
battles were being lost on land, the brilliant feats of the
navy kept up the courage of our people. Although Great
Britain with her thousand vessels might little miss the
loss of a few frigates, still the ship-duels of this war
brought the navy, and consequently the country, a world-
wide respect.



XIII
MINOR OPERATIONS

TrE WAR WITH ALGIERS

THE war with Tripoli had put an end to all paying
of tribute by the United States to that prinecipality, but
ever since the treaty of 1795 we had been sending annual
tribute to the Dey of Algiers. The return of the Hornet
to the United States, in 1807, left the Mediterranean
without a single American man-of-war; and after the
Leopard incident in 1807 the American Navy was con-
fined so closely to home waters, on account of impending
war with Great Britain, that one year succeeded another
without the appearance of an American cruiser before
Algiers. Encouraged by this situation, the Dey seized
three American merchantmen, late in 1807, on the excuse
that his tribute of naval stores was overdue. The crew of
one of these ships, the Mary Ann, managed to kill their
Algerian prize crew and retake their vessel, but the other
two were brought into port. Scarcely had the matter
been settled by cash payment for arrears, when the Dey
demanded $18,000 for the nine Algerians who had been
the prize crew of the Mary Ann. Consul Lear had to pay
this, also, in order to avoid instant declaration of war.

In 1808, this Dey was assassinated, as was his succes-
sor the year following. Early in 1812, the reigning Dey
received a special envoy from the British Government,
presenting a friendly letter from the Prince Regent him-
self. Feeling now that he had the support of Great
Britain, the Dey decided that he could safely assume a
hostile attitude towards the United States. When the
Alleghany arrived in July with the tribute of naval stores,
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he instantly found fault with them. There was some
tribute money—Iless than $16,000—still in arrears, but
he demanded $27,000, on the ground that, by the Mahom-
medan way of reckoning (354 days to a year) seventeen
years and a half had elapsed since the treaty of 1795,
instead of seventeen. He gave Consul Lear five days in
which to make the payment, with the alternative of going
into slavery, together with all other American residents
and the crew of the Alleghany. The consul finally bor-
rowed the money at twenty-five per cent interest from a
Jew in Algiers, and, with three other American residents,
left the country on the Alleghany.

Fortunately the expectation of war with England had
kept American merchantmen out of the Mediterranean,
so that when the Dey sent out his cruisers they took only
one brig, the Edwin. Her crew of ten were sold into
slavery. During the war with England, efforts were
made to ransom them, but without success.

The conclusion of peace with Great Britain left the
United States free to deal with Algiers, and Congress
acted promptly. On March 2, 1815, war was declared
against Algiers and two squadrons were ordered to the
Mediterranean. One, which was to assemble at Boston,
was placed under the command of Commodore Bain-
bridge, and the other, at New York, under Commodore
Decatur. The latter squadron got to sea first, on May 20.
It consisted of the frigates Guerriére,* 44, flagship; Con-
stellation, 36; Macedonian, 38; the sloops Epervier, 18,
and Ontario, 16 ; and the brigs Firefly, Spark, and Flam-
beau, each 14 guns. Of these the Firefly was so badly
damaged by a gale that she had to put back to New York.

Before entering the Mediterranean, Decatur made
inquiries of the American consuls at Cadiz and Tangiers

A new frigate named after the one destroyed by the Consti-
tution.
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as to the whereabouts of Algerian cruisers, and learned
that a squadron had just entered the straits under the
command of the Algerian admiral, Rais Hammida.
Decatur touched at Gibraltar only long enough to com-
municate with the American consul, and then set off in
pursuit, hoping to take the Algerians by surprise.

On June 17, the Constellation sighted a large frigate
off Cape de Gat and signaled an enemy. Decatur imme-
diately ordered English colors hoisted to deceive the
Algerian, but the mistake of a quartermaster on the Con-
stellation in sending up American colors gave the corsair
warning and she made all sail to escape. The Constellation
then opened fire, and the Algerian, apparently giving up
the idea of making the port of Algiers, suddenly wore
ship to reach the neutral waters of Spain. This maneuver
brought her close to the Guerriére, and Decatur, laying
aboard, delivered two broadsides. This fire did such exe-
cution that it drove below decks all the survivors of the
crew but the musketeers in the tops, and killed Rais
Hammida himself. Seeing that the Algerian frigate
was making no resistance, Decatur ceased firing and drew
a short distance away. The little Epervier, however,
under Captain John Downes, came up on the starboard
quarter of the enemy, who was trying to escape, and, by
skilful maneuvering, held this position, delivering nine
broadsides. This forced the frigate to come up into the
wind and surrender. She proved to be the Mashuda, 44
guns, the flagship of the Algerian fleet.

Two days later the squadron drove an Algerian brig
ashore, and on the 28th arrived at Algiers. Decatur
immediately sent to the Dey the terms of a treaty which
he insisted should be ratified at once, threatening, in case
of delay, to capture every Algerian ship that tried to enter
the port. The loss of the Mashuda, together with the
death of Hammida, had its effect on the Dey. On the
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appearance of an Algerian cruiser, whose capture by
Decatur was only a matter of minutes, he sent out a boat
in great haste to give word of his assent.

Thus, by Decatur’s dashing methods, peace was con-
cluded with Algiers in less than six weeks from the time
the squadron left New York. The treaty provided for no
tribute in the future, the instant release of American
captives, the restoration of American property seized by
the Dey, the payment of $10,000 for the brig Edwin, the
emancipation of every Christian slave who should escape
to an American man-of-war, and the treatment of cap-
tives, in case of a future war, not as slaves, but as pris-
oners of war, exempt from labor.

After settling with Algiers in this masterful style,
Decatur proceeded to Tunis and Tripoli, having learned
meanwhile that these states had permitted British men-
of-war to recapture American prizes in their waters.
From Tunis he exacted $46,000—the estimated value of
the prizes taken there—and from Tripoli $25,000 with the
added condition that ten Christian slaves should be lib-
erated. Two of these were Danes, selected by Decatur out
of gratitude to the Danish consul, Nissen, who had shown
so much kindness to the captives from the Philadelphia.

Meanwhile, Commodore Bainbridge had sailed with his
squadron from Boston, July 3. With characteristic bad
luck, he arrived at Gibraltar only in time to discover that
his junior, Decatur, had done all that needed to be done,
and had carried off all the glory. Nevertheless, he took
his squadron to the Barbary ports to reinforce the impres-
sions left by Decatur. As it was no longer of any advan-
tage to Great Britain to subsidize Algiers, she dispatched,
the following year, a large fleet under Lord Exmouth to
bombard the city. That blow ended the pretensions
of the Barbary states to special privileges in piracy and
Christian slavery.
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SUPPRESSION OF PIrAcY IN THE WEST INDIES

We have already seen the extent to which French
privateers, in the closing years of the 18th century, preyed
on American ships in the West Indies and even in our
own waters, eventually bringing on our war with France.
These privateers were, to all purposes, pirate craft, which
used the French colony of Guadeloup