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It is with great admiration for the important achievements of the
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force during the twenty five years since its
founding that I send greetings to the officers and men who now man that

splendid organization.

The founding of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force was made
possible by far—seeing men who, dedicated to Japan, devoted themselves to
the problem of safeguarding the future of Japan in recognition of the fact
that the destiny of a nation bordering the seas is largely determined by
the ability of that nation to control those seas. Many of these wise and
practical men were officers of the Imperial Japanese Navy, but other
equally dedicated and devoted men made incomparable contributions to

establishing a sea—going element to protect Japan’ s interests on the seas.
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Among the most gratifying experiences [ have ever had were the
discussions on the essentials of a suitable sea—going protective force
with men for whom I had come to have the highest esteem and respect. Men
such as Admiral Kichisaburo Nomura, Admiral Zenshiro Hoshina, Admiral Ko

Nagasawa, Admiral Sadayoshi Nakayama and Mr. Takeo Okubo.

This was a most difficult period, for great patience and delicacy were
necessary to insure that the new maritime organization would be completely
acceptable, and at the same time would be a solid foundation on which to

build an effective force for the future.

Of all the essential elements required of a Navy, the most important
one is the quality of its people. So months were properly spent on deciding
who should comprise the original very small officer corps. These few men
had to be dedicated, knowledgeable, skillful and experienced leaders with
great understanding of the tremendous problems with which their new
organization would be faced. These officers were found. It was a great
moment when Admiral Ko Nagasawa became the Chief of Staff, Maritime
Self-Defense Force and he and his officers began the service in which you

so proudly serve.

Throughout the years since those days twenty five years ago the worthy
successors to Admiral Ko Nagasawa have ably followed in that great man’s
footsteps and the JMSDF has continuously progressed. Over those years the
personnel of the JMSDF have created for themselves and their nation an
enviable reputation. They, by their excellent performance of duty, have
met the expectations of the creators of the Japan Maritime Self-Defense

Force.

Now there are serious and complex issues facing all nations. The

future, as always, is unknown. Consequently, the responsibilities of the
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Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force are increasing. It is reassuring to know
that the officers and men of the JMSDF will shoulder those greater duties

with the same willing competence as their distinguished predecessors.

Sincerely yours,

Arleigh Burke
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